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BOUT the end of the fifteenth cen~ poor 
tuy, the feveral kingdoms of Spain is 
af In} 1609, 
formed ene powerful monarchy, containing (00% 
about twenty millions of inhabitants. It was of Spain ac 


well cultivated, abounding in flourifhing ma- as 
nufactures, and was governed with equal vi- 
gour and prudence by the joint authority of 
Ferdinand and Ifabella, Thefe princes, agrec- 
ably to the natural progrefs of ambition, ex- 
tended their united power, by the fuperiority 
of their policy and arms, in Europe, while the 
inventive and daring genius of Columbus 
opened to their afpiring views an immente field 
of conquclt by the difcovery of a new world. 
An object {fo animating, by its novelty as well 
as grandeur, nourifhed thofe feeds of ambition 
Vor. Il, B which 
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BOOK which had taken root in the court of Spain, 
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and woufed a fpirit of enterprize among the 
people. A fucceffion of bold leaders, followed 
by numerous adventurers, allured to their 
ftandards by the love of change, or the hope 
of plunder, united to the Spanifh empire almoft 
the whole of thofe vaft regions which extend 
from the Gulf of Mexico to the Streights of 
Magellan. 


Tue collected treafures of America, over 
which the cortes had not any controul, enabled 
Charles V. to trample on the liberties of his 
own fubjeéts, and to threaten neighbouring 
ftates with univerfal dominion. The ambition 
of the emperor defcended, together with his 
immenfe refources, to his fon, Philip 1. and 
engaged him in projects beyond his abili- 
tics. The monarch was governed by a lutt 
of power, and the people were feized with a 
fpirit of emigration. “The energy of the nation 
was diverted from domeftic induftry, the true 
fource of national wealth and grandeur, and 
turned to diftant enterprizes of colonization 
and of war. The monarchy became faing 
through the lofs of its blood and treafure ; 
and the power, on which its vaft ambition 
had been originally founded, was fubverted. 
But ideas of uncontfoulable dominion were by 
this time deeply impreffed on the Auftrian 
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tace; and Philip III. with exhaufted refources, 
and a feeble mind, faintly purfued the fame 
ambitious plan that had been formed or adopt- 
ed by his predeceffors on the Spanifh throne, 
not more formidable for their extenfive reve- 
nues than for the vigilance, vigour, and per- 
feverance of their nature. 


Ir is fo natural for fovereign princes to ex- 
ert every nerve to reclaim the obedience of 
revolted fubjects, that the continuance of the 
war in the Netherlands, ull the late truce, 
ought not, indeed, to be accounted any proof 
of extraordinary ambition ; and the expulfion 
of the Morefcoes, a people induftrious in an 
indolent climate, feemed an act by which the 
Spanifh crown voluntarily fought its own de- 
gradation. ‘The ambitious fchemes, however, 
of the court of Madrid, though better con- 
cealed, and apparently fufpended, were not 
wholly abandoned. The aggrandizement of 
the houfe of Auftria was ftill the firft obje& in 
the councils of Spain. But her power corref- 
ponded not with her inclination ; and her pur- 
Suit of greatnefs was fullied by thofe machina- 
tions which are the ufual refources of impotent 
ambition, and which mark declining empire. 


Tue peace of Vervins’rcftored the appear- 
ance, but did not eftablifh the contidence, of 
friendfhip between two great and rival king- 
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doms. The court of Spain continued to ens 
courage and fupport the enemies of the 
crown of France ; and the French monarch, in 
return, encouraged and fupported the enemies 
of Spain. Thus the ancient antipathies of 
thefe neighbouring kingdoms were ftill kept 
alive by reciprocal injuries. But, while the 
intrigues of Philip were dark and treacherous, 
the hoftilities of Henry were ennobled by the 
occafions on which they were exercifed; and 
the part which found policy required him to 
at, was confonant to the natural generofity of 
his temper. This magnanimous prince, en- 
raged at the repeated injuries he had fuffered 
from the ambition of the Spaniards, apprized 
of their intrigues and influence with the dif- 
contented nobles of France, and alarmed at the 
dangers which threatened both his life and his 
crown, conceived a project of uniting different 
powers in a league againft the encroachments 
of a nation which feemed ftill to aim at univ 
verfal monarchy. His ultimate defign, in the 
formation of fuch a confederacy, was to efta- 
blifh among the nations of Europe a new 
fyftem, and to fix a durable balance of power, 
by the exaltation of other ftates on the ruins of 
the houfe of Auftiia 

Ar 


* See Sully’s Memoirs. The {cheme, which has been 
afcribed to Henry, of uniting all Chriftendom in one great 
republic, 
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Ar this time religion was the moft powerful 39.9 ® 
band of union among, men; and, confequently, 
religious fympathies and antipathies were the 
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republic, for the promotion of gencral happinefs, and the 
eftablithment of general tranquility, has afforded matter of 
great fpeculation and conjecture. Although it is impoffi- 
ble to penetrate into the receffes of the minds of princes, 
and that hiftory is more ‘uccefsfully employed in tracing 
the confequences than in eaploring the fprings of events 
and actions; yet, in every defign of fo great a manas 
Henry LV. we are deepiy interefted, and it 1s with dithculty 
that we can refrain from indulging conjectures concerning 
whatever appears myftcrious or doubtful in his conduct. 

The project of uniting the Chriftian powers into one ge- 
meral republic, as it was not unworthy, fo neither was it 
too great for the mind of Henry, It was the perfection 
and juttcompletion of his plan. Nor is it improbable, 
that at certain times he amufed his fancy with the contem- 
pation of fo grand an objet. But, on the other hand, ie 
ic almoft certain that it was not the contemplation of this 
great end that firit fuggcited the idca of the confederacy, 
and tirit roufed him to action. A more natural or probable 
account of his original motives, in his intended enter. 
prize, there cannot be given than what we have in Sully’s 
Memoirs. * Henry LV. recolleding the intrigues of Spaia, 
Said, I {ce thefe people will never let me alone while it is 
in their power to ditturb me. And that the different jea- 
lgufies of hononr, of reputation, and of the interefts of 
ftate, render a!l confidence and harmony between France 
and Spain impoffible. Other foundasions of fecurity muft 
be fought for than words. ‘hey will conftrain me to do 
what I never intended. But ] fwear by God, that iff had 
once put my «Fairs in order, and raifed money and all ner 
ceflary fupplics, I will make them repent tha. they have 
roufed me tc arms.”’ Vol. iii. p. 43. duodecimo, Paris, 
1653, 

B3 great 
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BOOK great engines that governed the world, The 
—— Auftrians gloried in patronizing the church of 
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Rome. Henry, from the moft urgent motives 
of policy, had changed the profeffion of his 
faith, and embraced the catholic religion, but 
ftill poffeffed and deferved the confidence of 
the proteftants. The French monarch, of 
courfe, in a conteft with the houfe of Auftria, 
could depend on the good wifhes of all, as he 
was affured of affiftance from moft of the 
princes and ftates of the reformed religion. 
With Fngla he entered into a league for the 
mutual defence of that kingdom and of France, 
The United Provinces of the Low Countries, 
the proteftant princes of Germany, the greater 
part of the imperial towns, were ready to take 
an active part in his intended enterprize. And 
Denmark and Sweden, although, from their 
remote fituations, they were not fo nearly in- 
terefted in his defigns, if they fhould be in- 
volved in the flames of a general war, it was 
cafy to forefee, would efpoufe the caufe of 
their proteftant brethren, 


Burt the catholic powers were not in like 
manner difpofed to favour the houfe af Au- 
ftria, For neither was the veneration for the 
ancient equal to the zeal which appeared 
for the new doétrines and forms of worfhip ; 
nor were political motives wanting, which in 
certain catholic governments counterbalanced 

thofe 
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thofe of religion. The princes and ftates of # 00% 
Italy, who generally looked up to Henry as Sr 
their proteCtor, favoured his views fecretly. ee 
But the Venetians entered openly into a league 
offenfive and defenfive, with a monarch through 

whofe mediation they had been enabled to 
maintain the civil authority of the republic in 
oppofition to the fpiritual jurifdiction of the 

pope, and whom they regarded as a bulwark 
againft the encroachments of the Spanifh go- 
vernors of Milan. The Swifs cantons too, 
catholic as wellas proteflant, either atuated by 

a dread of the power of Auftria, or, as other 
hiflorians affirm, induced by a promife of 
Franche Comptt, Alface, and Tirol, embarked 

in this confederacy *. The duke of Savoy 

alfo, a catholic prince, but who never profeffed 

an inordinate zeal for the Romifh faith, Henry 

drew over to his fide, by a promife of 

his eldeft. daughter in marriage to the prince 

of Piedmont, and by holding up to his am 

bition the fovereignty of Milan. "Phat fo- 
vereignty the duke had in vain expected to 
receive in partage with Catherine, a daughter 

of Spain; a mortification the more fevere, 

that the joint authority of the archduke Albert 

and the infanta Ifabella governed the Auflrian 
Netherlands. 


* Mezeray Abrege Chronologique, 169, 
B4 Tar 
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Tue high efteem in which Henry held thiy 
new ally, appears from the terms on which he 
purchafed his alliance, The general voice of 
admiration had beftowed on both thefe 
princes the title of Great; and their refpective 
talents and. virtues, fo formidable to each other 
when in a ftate of mutual hoftility, infpired 
them now with reciprocal confidence, 


Waite Henry thus prepared to carry his 
intentions into execution, an event happened 
which, according to his ufual good fortune, 
gave him an opportunity of covering his real 
defigns, under the veil of redreffing injuries, 
and fupporting the caufe of juftice. 


Joun Wictram, duke of Cleves and Juliers, 
having died without children, the right of 
fucceffion to the fovereignty of thofe ftates was 
claimed by different princes. The moft power- 
ful of thefe prepared to maintain their preten- 
fions by arms. But the emperor Rhodol- 
phus II. as well to fupport his own authority, 
as to prevent the calamities of war, fummoned 
the feveral competitors to appear before him, 
to explain the nature of their particular claims, 
In the mean time, he fequeftered the fiefs 
in difpute, the adminiftration of which he 
beftowed on his brother Leopold, bifhop of 
Strafbourp and Paflau. The adminiftrator, 
feizing Juliers, levied troops, and began to ex- 


tend 
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tend his territories around that city. Twoof BooK 
the competitors, the marquis of Brandenburg pentane 
and the count Palatine of Neuburg, pro- 1609. 
teftant princes, alarmed at the conduct of the 
emperor, agreed to make a fair partition of 

that fovereignty to which they feverally made 
pretenfions, until their differences fhould be 
terminated in an amicable manner by arbitrae 

tion, 


Tue count Palatine took the field with an 
army, and affembling the ftates of Cleves and 
Juliers at Duffeldorp, engaged them to ac- 
knowledge himfelf and the elector of Branden- 
burg as the lawful hereditary fovereigns of 
Cleves, and all the other principalities that had 
-been poffefled by John William beyond the 
Rhine. Alarmed at thefe preceedings, the 
catholic piinces of the empire formed a league 
for the defence of the ancient faith, and {ent 
deputies to demand affiftance from Madrid and 
from Rome. The princes of Brandenburg 
and Neuburg, on the other hand, endeavour- 
ed to fortify themfelves in the ftate, of which 
they had taken poffeffion, by adding to the 
fupport they received from the princes of the 
evangelical union, the powerful aid of the 
king of France. The ftates of Cleves and 
Juliers annexed to the Auftrian Netherlands, 


on 
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%0 0K onwhich they bordered, would have extended 
— the dominions of Spain beyond the Rhine, and 


3610, 


bridled the power of the Seven United Pro- 
vinces. Yt was not therefore with difficulty 
that the proreftant princes prevailed on Fleury 
to efpoufe their caufe. To the prince of An- 
halt, whom they had fent to Paris, he readily 
replied, and in the moft obliging manner, that 
he would not only affift them with all his 
ftrength, but would himfelf march for their 
protection at the head of his army. This army 
confifled of thirty thoufand foot, and fix thou- 
fand horfe, a great proportion of which troops 
were veterans, commanded by officers formed 
for war under his own ftandard. He hada train 
ofartillery fuperior to any that had ever before 
been brought into the field, and provided with 
ammunition for fixty thoufand round of thot. 
And fo great and judicious had been the ceco- 
nomy of Henry, that he poffcffed treafures fuffi- 
cient to keep on foot fo great a military force 
for ten years, without the leaft oppreflion or 
injury to his fubjects *. Befides this, there was 
an army in Dauphiny, of twelve thoufand foot 
and two thoufand horfe, under the command 
of the marefchal Lefdiguieres, ready to join 
the duke of Savoy in an attack upon the 


* Duke of Rohan’s Difcourfe on the Death of Henry 
she Great. Memoires de Sulli, Mezeray. 
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§panifh dominions in Lombardy. Europe had x OOK 
not feen military preparations fo great, or 
known a juncture apparently fo big with revo- 7% 
lution. ‘The wealth of Venice, the valour of 
the Swifs, the impetuofity of the Savoyards, 
the juvenile ardour of the United Provinces, 
the active zeal of the proteftant princes and 
ftates of Germany, the difciplined bravery of 
France, the good wifhes of all who profefled 
the reformed religion; thefe, in the hands of 
a warlike and political prince, formed an en- 
gine fitted to fubvert kingdoms, and to change 
the face of the world. The force of the means 
he poffefied, and the grandeur of the end he 
had in view, were a fource of delight to the 
martial and fanguine difpofition of Ienry. 
Sometimes he would take pleafure in review- 
ing his troops: at others, in trying the arms 
he defigned to wear in the day of battle. He 
flept but little, was conftantly in motion, and 
converfed much with the minifters and officers 
in whom he moft confided. Le was im- 
patient to exchange the luxury of a palace 
for the dangers and hardfhips of the field, and 
cager to retaliate on the marquis of Spi- 
nola, the advantages that had been gained over 
himfelf by the duke of Parma. He had al- 
ready ftrengthened the garrifons in his frontier 
towns, and his troops began to file off in fepa- 

5 rate 
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BOOK rate divifions towards the general rendezvous in 
-——-——= Champagne. He acquainted the archduke Al- 


a6lo. 


bert at Bruffels of his intended march through 
part of his territories, and defired to be inform- 
ed whether he fhould be received as an enemy 
pr as a friend. Notbing detained him in Paris 
but a defire to be prefent at the coronation of 
Mary de Medicis, his queen, whom he had 
appointed during his abfence regent of France. 


Tue houfe of Auftria, againft which this 
gathering ftorm was directed, beheld it with 
aftonifhing indifference. The emperor Rho- 
dolphus, more intent on obferving the motions 
of the heavenly bodies than on watching the 
movements of his enemies, indulged a na- 
tural love of fcience, the only paffion that is 
able to extinguifh the pride of power in the 
breafts of princes. He had given up, with 
lictle reluctance, to his brother Matthias, the 
government of Hungary, Moravia, and Au- 
ftria, and foon after he alfo refigned that of 
Bohemia. With the title of emperor, he lived 
a private man. It is matter of greater wonder 
that the king of Spain, in whom the paffion of 
religion did not eradicate all the feeds of am- 
bition, appeared unconcerned at the warlike 
preparations of an inveterate enemy. Whether 
the minifters of Spain trufted to the fuccefs of 

thofe 
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thofe plots they had formed againft Henry in BOOK 
his own palace ; or that, with the fuperftitious arcery 
credulity of the age in which they lived, they  **™ 
confided in the completion of thofe predictions 

that about this time were fo frequent in the 

mouths of catholics concerning the fudden 

death of the king of France*; or that they 

weakly imagined this monarch had no other 

object in view than the expulfion of Leopold 

from the ftates of Juliers; or from whatever 


* This conjecture may appear, at frft fight, to certain 
readers, wholly abfurd and groundlefs. Nevertliclefs it 
will not feem altogether extravagant, if we reflect on the 
power of univerfally reccived prejudices on even the 
Rrongelt minds, 

About this time, and éven long after it, the fcience of 
judicial aftrology was ftudied by philofophers of the high- 
eft reputation with great gravity, and, as they firmly be- 
lieved, with great fuccefs. There is in the univerfity of 
Peterfburgh a very able mathematician, who is making 
great progrefs in judicial aftrology at this very day. Itis 
certain that the duke of Lerma was a firm believer in the 
doctrines of this fcience. See Anecdotes du Miniftere du 
Compte duc D’Olivarez. 

Men of fenfe, of the prefent times, frack with that 
mixture of genius and extravagance which diftinguithes 
the writings of antiquity, are at 2 lofs how te reconcile fo 
much reafon with fuch wild excurfions of fancy ; and fuf- 
pect that many of the opinions delivered in thofe writings 
were not real, but popular and affefted. There is not a 
doubt but pofterity will entertain fimilar doubts concern- 
ing fome of the dottrines of the feventeenth and cven 
eighteenth century. Men are ever changing their opini- 
ons, yet ever wondering tha: the worl! did not always 
think as they do now. 

fecret 
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fecret caufe, it is certain, that amidft a general 


~~ and anxious fufpence, the court of Madrid 


1810, 


' Death of 
Henry [V. 
of Fiance. 


difcovered not any fymptoms of alarm. The 
world, ftruck with the mighty preparations of 
France, wondered at the ferenity of Spain, 
when an event happened which proved how 
much human affairs are governed by caufes 
beyond the reach of princes; which fruftated 
the well laid defigns of the great Henry, and 
fupplied the want of vigilance and wifdom in 
the councils of Philip, 


On the eve of the day fixed for the corona- 
tion of Mary de Medicis, Henry IV. was go- 
ing in his coach to the arfenal, to converte, 
according to his cuftom, with the duke of 
Sully, fuperintendent of the finances, and 
grand-mafter of the artillery, when he recciv- 
ed two ftabs with a knife, one of which pierced 
through the great canal which conveys the 
blood from the heart to the other parts of the 
body. The king fell down cn the duke of 
Epernon, who was on one fide of him, and in 
whofe ear he was whifpering when he receiv- 
ed the firft wound. This parricide was com- 
mitted by Francis Ravaillac, a native and 
{choolmafter of Angouleme, on the 14th day 
of May, 1610. The minifters of France con- 
ceiving that this execrable deed might have 
been the effect of fome fecret confpiracy, put 


Ra- 
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Ravaillac to the torture, not only as a punifh- 
ment due to his crime, but as a means of dif. 
covering his abettors and accomplices. But 
that miferable fanatic had no accomplices ; 
and his only abettors were the priefts of the 
catholic fuperftition, whofe writings and dif. 
courfes had fully perfuaded him, that by nur- 
dering the protector of the proteftants, and 
the enemy of the pope, he would fave his own 
foul from perdition, and obtain, as a reward, 
eternal life. 
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Tue tragical end of Henry filled one half rieasot 


of Europe with cxultation, and the other with 
horror. The houfe of Auftria rejoiced at the 
deftruction of a formidable enemy ; and the 
votaries of that religion which they patroniz- 
ed, applauded the pious zeal of Ravaillac, 
which they compared to whatever is mott he- 
roic in the lives or deaths of faints, martyrs, 
and confeffors. But a general confternation 
feized not only the Hugonots of France, but 
every ftate profeffing the reformed religion. 
The whole proteftant world deplored the un- 
timely fate of the patron of religious tolera- 
tion: and nations differing in matters of 
religion, united in bewailing the lols of the il- 
Juftrious guardian of the liberties of Europe. 
They indulged the melancholy recollection of 

his 
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his amiable and heroic virtues ; his compaffion, 
to which, oni different occafions, he hatt facri- 
crificed his ambition; the boldnefs and vigour 
of his genius, which, difdaining the windings of 
fubtlety and refinement, purfued the paths that 
led directly to fuccefs ; his courage, which never 
forfook him in the moft depreffing circum- 
ftances ; his bravery in the field, which by a 
powerful contagion infpired throughout his 
whole army irrefiftible intrepidity ; his patience 
under hardfhips, and affabjlity in every fortune, 
which fo gained on the hearts of his foldiers, 
that they ferved him not only with the loyalty 
of fubjeéts, but the affection of friends. But the 
celebrated Benjamin, duke of Rohan, not con- 
tented with mingling his own with the groans 
of nations, found a melancholy fatisfaction in 
pouring forth the fentiments of his heart in a 
pathetic compofition, and tranfmitting to pofte- 
rity a memorial of his devotion to his beloved 
fovereign. This elegy; written in a ftrain 
of paffion which nothing could have infpired 
but the deepeft forrow, is a lively picture of 
the grief and confternation which followed 
the death of Henry, and exhibits a confpicuous 
proof of that afcendant which he had acquired 
over the greateit minds 

AFTER 


I deplore, fays Rohan, among other expreffions 


of extreme and vehement grief, I deplore in the lofs 
of 
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Aprer the death of Henry, his friends and 30 OF 
allies had reafon to apprehend that the vin- 
di@ive "7 


of our invincible king, that of France, and from the bot- 
tom of my foul grieve at the manner of his death. Our own 
experience will foon inform us how fit a fubjeét he is for our 
tears: the people are alarmed and filled with melancholy 
prefages of future calamitics ; the towns are guarded as if 
they expected a fiege; the nobility feek their fafety amongit 
the moft eminent of their own order, whofe faCtions rather 
threaten chem wich danger, than confole them with any 
hopes of fafety. Together with the lofs of his perfon, [ 
bewail that of his courtefy and affability, his {weet and oblig- 
ing converfation, the honour he did me, the admittance he 
deigned to grant me even to his moft private recefles; oblige 
me not only to mourn for him, but even not to love myfelfin 
thofe places where the fight of my good prince once afforded 
me fuch infinite happinefs. I regret the difappointment of 
the moft noble and heroic enterprize that was ever yet con- 
éeived. It is not credible that a military force of thirty 
thoufand foot, fix thoufand horfe, a train of artillery of fixty 
guns, and ammunition for fixty thoufand rotnd of fhot, be- 
fides the army then in Dauphiny, fhould be deftined for the 
fiege of Juliers, which was fince undertakenwith eight thou- 
fand foot, and ane thoufand horfe. ilave I nui good reafon 
to lament the lofs of fuch an opportunity of proving my 
courage, zeal, and fidelity to my king? One puth of a pike 
Zivenin his prefence, would have been a greater fatisfaction 
to me, than J fhould have now in obtaining a victory, 
Much thore fhould [ have valued the leat praife in that art 
of which he was the greateft master of his time, than the ap- 
ptobation and applaufe of all other captains now alive. I 
Brieve at the manner of hisdeplorable death: a prince eom- 
pofed of {weemefs and clemency; who never condemned an 
innocent perfon to death ; whofe victories were never ftain- 
ed with blood; who having once reclaimed his enemies to 

Vou. IL, Cc their 
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diétive paffions of the houfe of Auftria would 
be heightened and inflamed by the hope of 
gratification. The Italian ftates efpecially, 
over-awed by the power of Philip in Naples 
and in Lombardy, trembled left the Spanifh 
arms fhould over-run all Italy. But Charles 
Emanuel, duke of Savoy, whofe noble mind 
was infpired with the pride rather than the 
defpondency of grief, endeavoured to rally the 
broken forces of the league, and to unite 


them once more into a compact and formid- 
able body. 


Tue houfe of Savoy, one of the moft il- 
luftrious in Europe on account of its antiqui- 
ty, is more nobly diftinguifhed for wifdom of 
policy, and valour of arms. Environed by the 
dominions of the empire, France and Spain, 
the princes of Savoy are under a conftant ne- 


ceffity 
their duty, cherifhed them as friends, and loaded them with 
favours. Who that ever lived under this moif auguft prince, 
as I have done, can take pleafure in thefe prefent times? 
Iwill therefore divide my life into two parts,and call that 
partofit [have already paffed, Lappy, fince it was employed 
in the fervice of Henry the Great; and that which is yet 
to come, unfortune/e, and {pend it in lamentations, tears, 
fighs, and complaints: and out of the honour which J owe 
to his memory, I will devore the remainder of my days (the 
kingdom of God being preferved entire) to the fervice of 
France, becaufe it was his kingdom ; to the king, hecanfe 
he is his fon; and to the queen, becaufe fhe was once his 
dear companion and fpoufe. “ e 
ie 
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ceffity of watching the balance of power a- 
mong their ambitious neighbours, and of pe- 
netrating early into their defigns, that, by af- 
fording timely fupport to the weaker againft 
the ftronger party, they may be enabled to 
preferve their own independence. And, if 
Providence has placed this family in a fitua- 
tion in which it is neceffary to guard againft 
the encroachments of fuperior power; the na- 
ture of their country, bold, abrupt, and fu- 
blime, infpires that confidence which is ne- 
ceffary effectually to refift them. The fait- 
neffes and narrow defiles of the Alps, together 
with a hardy race of men inhabiting a moun- 
tainous and {nowy region, encourage the dukes 
of Savoy boldly to enter on war, whenever the 
complexion of the times demonftrates its expe- 
dience. Thus natural have confpired with moral 
caufes to form that illuftrious charaéter which 
the race of Savoy has jultly obtained in the world, 


Cuarres Emanuet did not difgrace, but, 
on the contrary, added luftre to the dignity of 


Sir Francis Cottington, in a letter to the lord treafurer 
Salifoury, dated at Madrid the 16th of May, 1610, fays, 
*¢ The confiable, in name of his king, this day vifited 
the French ambaflador, with whom I have alfo been, 
fince the arrival of the French king’s death, and I do 
allure your lordship, that though the caufe be ftrange and 
great, in my poor judgment he difeovers more paffion than 
becomes a wife man; his tears and exclamations are more 
than can be imagined.” 

C2 his 
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30o0x_ his birth. Nature, which had formed this 


¥. 





1610. 


prince of a weakly conftitution of body, 
adorned his foul with a {plendid variety of ta- 
lents and virtues; and thefe the parental care 
of Philibert, renowned for his victory over 
the French at St. Quintin, exalted and matur- 
ed by a learned and liberal education. The 
writings of antiquity, fo full of heroic a¢tions 
and rapid conquefts, nourifhed the natural ar- 
dour of his mind, and infpired an emulation 
of the aneient heroes of Italy. Together with 
that intrepidity of fpirit which delights in pur- 
fuing great defigns, he poffeffed in an eminent 
degree thofe qualities which are requifite in 
order to carry them into execution ; political 
conduct, and military prowefs. His courage 
was not of that calm and equal kind which is 
connected with firmnefs of nerves, and which 
charaéterifes the warriors of the North. But, 
being derived from that vigour of imagination, 
and fenfibility of frame peculiar to fouthern 
climates, it was ardent and impetuous. His 
genius alfo, like that of the warmer climates, 
was fertile even to excefs, and prone to fubtlety 
and refinement. From a temper fo fanguine, 
and an imagination fo luxuriant, he derived 
an elafticity of fpirit that rofe under misfor- 
tunes, whence, though fometimes defeated, 
and often difappomted, he was never dif- 
couraged. His refources were endlefs: for 

there 


PHILIP Il. KING OF SPAIN. 21 


there could not be a conjuncture in which the noo K 
fuperiority of his genius could not find fome _ 
favourable opportunity of practifing on the 1! 
paffions, and managing the hopes, and fears, 
and follies of men. So various were his ftra- 
tagems of policy and of war, that the moft 
penetrating of his cotemporaries profeffed 
themfelves unable to form any probable 
conjecture concerning his defigns. Something, 
however, of the vaft and unbounded charac- 
teriied his conduct, the ardour of his inven- 
tive genius, engaging him not unfrequently in 
projects beyond his utmoft power to accom. 
plith. Nor were the powers of his capacious 
mind wholly abforbed in fchemes of ambition, 
Whatever was elegant or great touched his 
foul, and he was prone to the pleafures of fo- 
ciety and love. He was a friend to men of 
letters, a patron of all the arts, an enthufiattic 
admirer and bountiful rewarder of merit of 
every kind. And the greatnefs of his mind 
was tu happily tempered with benignity and 
grace, that the engaging affability of his 
noble deportment alleviated in the brealts 
of his fubjeéts the hardfhips which they fuf- 
fered through his reftlefs ambition. On the 
whole, it is difficult to conceive that qualities 
fo oppofite fhould co-exift in the fame perfon : 
fo great boldnefs with fuch deep delign 5 fuch 
lofunefs of fpirit, with fuch fweetnels of de- 
C 3 meanour ; 
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BOOK meanour; fuch ardour of mind with fo much 
~———- fubtlety, and fuch profound diffimulation *. 
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Tus prince, who had opened his mind to 
the greatcft defigns, and whofe natural ambi- 
tion had been encouraged and fortified by 
confidence in Henry, did not abandon them 
after he was deprived by death of fo great 
anally. His penetrating cye had difcovered the 
languid ftate of the Spanifh monarchy, and he 
entertained a contempt for. the counfels by 
which it was now governed ¢. He did nor, 
therefore, yet defpair of being able to extend his 
dominion over that fair territory which had 
awaked his ambition. Should he be able to 
reunite the fcattered forces of the league, fuc- 
cefs would be certain: even if France fhould 
remain neutral, he hoped to maintain a con- 
teft with the Catholic king, both with glory 
and with advantage. He therefore endea- 
voured to revive a powerful combination 


* In this fingular charaéter there is not a trait unfupport- 
ed by the teftimony of cotemporary hiftorians, who all of 
them mention this prince with an admiration which could 
not have been excited but by the moft amazing talents, 
See Bellum Sabaudicum, &c. Alfonfo Lofchi; Batiftia 
Nani; Siri Memoire recondite ; ; Le Mercure Francois, 
Hiftoire de la Regence de Marie de Medicis, &c. &c. 

¢ Batt. Nani, lib. i. Siri Memorie recondite, tom. iii. 
P 242. 

againit 
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againtt the houfe of Auftria, whofe power he 300K 
reprefented as exceffive and dangerous. He —— 
attempted to eftablifh an alliance with France, ue 
by obtaining from the new regency a confirm- 

ation of the promife that had been made by 

Henry of giving his eldeft daughter in mar- 

nage to the prince of Piedmont. But, after 

the death of the French monarch, all the max- 

ims of his policy were fubverted, and the 

{chemes he had projected abandoned. The 
parliament of Paris, intimidated by the me- 

naces of the duke of E.pernon, who command- 

ed the regiment of guards, committed an in- 
voluntary act of ulurpation-, by declaring 

Mary de Medicis fole regent of France during 

the minority of her fon, an infant in the ninth 


year of his age. This queen, uniting in her gy sae 


character the refinement of an [talian with the 0 Naty 


feeblenefs of a woman, and the fuperftition pee 
of a good catholic, was governed by maxims rane. 
directly contrary to thofe which hal been 
adopted by the manly and liberal genius of 
Henry. She fought to eftablifh her au- 
thority, by exciting jealoufies among thofe 

who wifhed to fubvert it; and armed her ene- 

mies againit herfelf by conceffions intended to 


cqnciliate their favour, She had obtained the 


* The right of electing a regent had hitherto belong- 
ed to the general eftatcs of the kingdom. 
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envy. The princes of the blood, highly of- 
fended at the advancement of a ftranger, 
though a queen of France, to a dignity ta 
which they themfelves made pretenfions, re- 
tired from court, and were followed by their 
numerous adherents. It was the policy of 
Mary to raife up, in oppofition to her domeftic 
enemies, a faction among the reft of the nobility, 
and to acquire friends by a profufion of pen- 
fions, offices, and governments. The treafures 
which the late king had amaffed in order to 
overawe his enemies, fhe employed in foothing 
refentment, and allaying difcontent, All the 
aMfiduities, and intreaties, and remonftrances 
of Charles Emanuel, to a princefs whofe con- 
duct was directed by thefe principles, were 
fruitlefs, Far from joining a confederacy a- 
gainft the houfe of Auftria, the hearkened with 
pleafure to a propofal, that had been rejected 
by the late king, of a double marriage be- 
tween the dauphin of France and the eldeft 
infanta, and of the prince of Spain with Eliza- 
beth, the eldeft daughter of Frances This 
project was firft fuggefted to the court of Ma- 
drid by the pope, who believed that, by means 
of thefe intermarriages, the houfe of Auftria 
would acquire fuch an influence in the councils 
of France, as would in the end exterminate 

that 
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that herefy which had fo obftinately refifted all 
other efforts. 


IMMEDIATELY after the death of Henry, the 
court of Madrid having firft difcharged the du- 
ties of decorum by going into mourning, and 
by the ftrongeft profeffions of condolence *, 


renewed to the regent-queen the propofition of 
that double alliance which had met with her 
fondeft approbation, before that tragical event 
which led to the power with which fhe was now 
invefted. That event did not produce any 
change in the inclinations of Mary towards an 
union with Spain; on the contrary, if that 
union appeared formerly defirable, itnow feemed 
neceffary, in order to fupport her authority, in 
fo much danger of being overturned by the 
turbulence of faction. 


* Sir Francis Cottington writes to the lord-treafurcr 
Salifbury, that the king of Spain and all his children, with 
the grandees abiding in his court, on hearing the tidings of 
the unfortunate death of the J'rench king, put on mourne 
ing apparcl. But notwithftanding thofe outward fhews of 
forrow, he aflures his lordthip that thefe tidings were in 
general received by the Spaniards with the moft immode 
and immoderate joy that is poflible to be conceived, 
This exceflive and indecent joy, he fays, appeared chiefly 
among the common people. ‘The king ordered the co- 
medians to leave Madrid. « The religious men in their 
pulpits, fays Coitington, gave praife unto God, and the 
ordinary fort of courtiers difcourfe of it asa miraculous 
blefing to the king and ftate; and in all kinds of people 
there is this kind of apprehenfion: yet I ai told that his 
majefty himfelf was for fome hours very much ers 

N 


2§ 
BOOK 
Vv. 
ESL TEES 
1610, 


06 
BOOK 
Vv 


We 





a6u1. 


Projekt of 
intermar- 
Fiages be- 
tween the 
yoyal fami 
hies of 
France and 
Spain. 


HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 


Iw the month of April, 1611, the king of 
Spain and the queen-regent of France formally 
expreffed their confent tothe intermarriages of 
their fons and daughters by their refpective am- 
baffadors, On this occafion they alfo entered 
into a defenfive league, engaging to give each 
other mutual aid, in cafe of either inteftine com- 
motions or foreign invafion. The Spaniards 
endeavoured to improve and confolidate this 
union, by engaging the French in a league of- 
fenfive as. well as defenfive; but to this the 
queen, whofe utmoft ambition was to maintain, 
not to extend her power, refufed, in pofitive 
terms, to confent *. 


Tus not only was the houfe of Auftrja 
delivered from the attacks of that confederacy 
which had been formed againft her, but fhe 
acquired an acceffion of f{trength by an afcend- 
ant in the counfels of that kingdom which fo 
lately appeared her moft formidable enemy. 
In vain did Charles Emanuel, feconded by the 
importunities of the pope t, folicit the Vene- 
tians to join in an offenfive and defenfive 
league againft the ambitious Spaniards. The 
conduct of France determined that of 
Venice. The fenate having learned the de- 
figns of Mary de Mcdicis, replied to the duke 
of Savoy, that it was indeed the intereft of 

* Siri M. recond. tom. ii. p. 524. M. de la Regence 
de Marie de Medicis. Hiftoire des Dernieres Troubles en 
France. Malingre. ¢ Winwood’s Memoirs, vol. iii. 
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ali the fovereign powers of Italy to maintana BooK 


good correfpondence among themfeves, and to 
provide for the common fafety ; but it was to 
be feared, they added, that fuch a league as had 
been propofed by his highnefs would ferve only 
to excite the jealoufy of Spain, a nation which, 
of all others, had the ftrongeft motives to 
cultivate peace with all her neighbours. To his 
holinefs, whom they fufpected of a verfatility of 
charaéter, which might foon lead him to relapfe 
into the views of that court, againft which he 
now declaimed, they anfwered, that they could 
not be perfuaded that his apprehenfions con- 
cerning the views of Spain were well founded. 
But Chailes Emanue}, not difcouraged by the 
defection of both France and Venice, purfueda 
thoufand fchemes, and extended his intrigues 
all over Europe. He held a clofe correfpond- 
ence with the difcontented lords in France, 
He inflamed the jealoufy and the refentment 
of the protcftant princes of Germany. He 
propofed to king James a marriage of the 
prince of Wales with the princefs of Savoy, 
and of the prince of Piedmont with a daughter 
of England. The myfterious character of 
Charles, in the opinion of fome wiiters, ren- 
ders it doubtful whether he believed he fhould, 
or defired he might, fucceed in this project; 
and whether it was not his only object, by ex- 
citing a jealoufy among the g:ezt catholic 
powers, of his conneétion with a proteftant 
ptince, to diffolve the weary cf the double 


eer 
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B09 K alliance between France and Spain, and to 
———— obmain the eldeft daughter of one of thefe 


1613. 


crowns in marriage to the prince of Pied- 
mont *. Whatever were his views, they were 
frvftraced by the mean vanity of the Englith 
monarch, who concealed not from the world 
his opinion that any alliance, below thar of # 
great king, was entirely unworthy of the heir 
apparent to the crown of England. 


* The conjectures of thefe writers, which mark fo 
flrongly the general opinion that was entertained of the 
dake of Savoy, appear rather refined. I find in Chamber. 
layne’s Letters, among Dr. Birch’s Colleétion in the Britith 
Mofenm, that the duke, on this occafion, fhewed every 
mark of fincerity and earacitnefs. To the Enghih am- 
baflador ac Turin, he was highly munificent. He confult- 
ed the temper of the Englifh monarch, by fending, as his 
ambailador to the court of London, a perfon who conceal- 
ed the moft profound penetration under the mak of diflipa- 
tion, mirth, and pleafantry. “ Fabritio, fays Chamber- 
layne, in his Letters, anno 1612, fpends his time merrily 
with the king, and is never from him.””—*« The Savoyard 
ambaflador, fays he again, gives himfelf buono tempo, 
notwithflanding that the match grows cold, and frequents 
good company.’’=—King James, as it is well known, had a 
pafion for hunting, and delighted in a collection of wild 
beafts. The duke of Savoy, who knew this, asa mark of 
attention to his majefty, fent him a prefent of an ounce 
and a leopard. The animals were fetched from London 
to Theohald’s, where the king refided. The leopard had 
almoft committed an unpardonable fault, for he fixed 
onared deer’s calf, nurfed up at Theobald’s by a woman 
entertained for the purpofe, and much ado there was to 
fave the poor fuckling. Thefe circumftances, however 
trifling, are proofs that the duke of Savoy had ftudied the 
difpofition of James, and that he wifhcd to gain his affections. 

In 
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Iw the mean time, the Spanith troops that B00 K 
were on foot in the Milanefe, thofe of Savoy eis 
in Piedmont, and the French army, under Lef- 
diguieres, in Dauphiny, were fubjects of va- 
tious jealoufies and apprehenfions. The Spa- 
niards feemed ready to pour into Piedmont, 
and the Savoyards threateded an incurfion into 
Milan ; while an army, commanded by a pro- 
teftant general, excited an uneafinefs in the 
queen-regent herfelf, as well as other catholic 
princes. 


Iw this fituation of affairs, the pope inter- 
ceded with Mary de Medicis to difband the 
troops in Dauphiny, and importuned the king 
of Spain and the duke of Savoy to difmifs 
thofe troops which were a fource of fo much 
anxiety and dread to France as well as to Italy. 
The influence of his holinefs eafily prevailed 
on the queen to difband an army, commanded 
by a general in whofe fidelity fhe did not re- 
pofe entire confidence, but did not operate fo 
quickly on the minds of Philip and Charles 
Emanuel. The former infifted that the duke 
of Savoy fhould lay down his arms firft, and 
make fatis{aGtion for his engagement with the 
Jate king of France. The latter alledged, on 
the contrary, that the weaker party ought to 
ftand upon his guard when he feemed to be 
threatened by a more powerful neighbour *. 

* Siri Memorie recondite, tom. ii. p. 335+ 
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Tue fatisfa€tion which Philip demanded of 
the duke of Savoy was, that he fhould afk 
pardon for his fecret treaty with France to the 
prejudice of the crown of Spain; and that he 
fhould fend one of his fons to Madrid, to re- 
main there as a pledge of his father’s fidelity. 


Cuartes Emanuet, deferted by all the 
world, was under a neceflity of complying with 
thefe mortifying conditions. Prince Philibert, 
of Savoy, fet out from Turin to Madrid on 
horfeback ; and, while he purfued this long 
and tedious journey, he had a foretafte of thofe 
fevere mortifications which he was to experi- 
ence after it fhould be accomplifhed; for he 
received not, in any of the Spanifh towns 
through which he paffed, the leaft mark of 
attention or refpect from the king his uncle. 
Philip, however, received his nephew, at the 
firft interview, with a decent civility: nota 
word, indeed, was faid of the duke, bur the 
kindeft enquiries were made concerning the 
princes and princefles of Savoy. But the fe- 
cond audience was not fo agreeable to this 
{tranger: he was now to make fatisfaction to 
the king of Spain in name of the duke of 
Savoy. The prince, accordingly, had framed 
an addrefs to his Catholic majefty, fufficient, 
as he imagined, to fatisfy the pride of Spain’ 
on the one hand, but on the other, fuch as 
was not unworthy the independent dignity of 

the 
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the duke his father. This addrefs he delivered 3 0 ox 
with anoble grace, and with all thofe demon- 
ftrations of refpeét which can have place inan **** 
intercourfe between fovereign princes. With 

this appearance of his nephew, the mild tempet 

of che king was inclined to be contented; but 

in the air and manner of Philibert, as well as 

in the fentiments he expreffed, there appeared 

to the Spanifh minifters fomething not fuffi- 

ciently humble and fubmiffive; wherefore 

they drew up a new form of fubmiffion, breath- 

ing the fupplications of a fubject proftrate be- 

fore his offended fovereign. The prince, yield- 

ing to neceffity, rehearfed thefe haughry dic- 

tates with indignant reluctance. 





Puitip now ordered his troops to withdraw 
from the Milanefe ; but Charles Emanuel, pro- 
voked even to madnefs at the indignities with 
which the court of Madrid had infulted him 
in the perfon of his fon, refufed to difband his 
army in Piedmont. He threatened to difavow 
the fubmiffion that had been made in his name 
to the king of Spain, againft whom he de- 
claimed with indignation and rage; and, by 
various movements, indicated an intention of 
revenging his caufe either on that monarch, 
or his new ally, the queen-regent of France. 
Thefe confederztes he attempted by various 
arts ta divide; but all his efforts were fruit~ 
defs; and the united authority of the pope, 

Philip 
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Philip 11]. and Mare de Medicis, compelled 
him at laft to lay down his arms *. 


Tue ftorm that threatened the houfe of 
Auftria being thus finally difpelled by its 
authority rather than power, Spain, purfu- 
ing the fame pacific fyftem, ftudied to main- 
tain her dignity by the arts of policy, not the 
terrors of war. In the month of Auguft, 
1619, the duke of Paftrana was fent to Paris, 
toconclude and confirm amatrimonial contract 
between Elizabeth of France and the prince 
of Spain; and, about the fame time the duke 
of Mayne arrived in Madrid, in order to 
fettle and ratify a treaty of marriage between 
young Lewis and the infanta Anne. The two 
ptinceffes renounced every right of fucceffion 
to any of the ftates of their native kingdoms ; 
and their dowries were equal, being each five 
hundred thoufand crowns. But thefe contracts 
were not performed till an interval had elapfed 
of more than three years +. 


‘ CoTemporary writers relate, with a minute 
circumftantiality, the feflivity and magnifi« 
cence that was difplayed by the courts of 


* Hiltory of the Reign of Lewis X4II. by Levaflor, 
vol, i, anno 1611. 
4 Hiftoire de Louis XII. durant Ia Regence de la 
Reine Marie de Medicis. Malingre. 
France 
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France and Spain on occafion of thefe inter- 800K 
marriages, and defcribe, with equal exactnefs, baat 
the ceremonies that confticuted and accompa- —**"* 
nied them. They obferve, with a fort of fa- 
tisfaction, that the year 1612, in which the parties 

were mutually betrothed, was juftly ftyled the 

year of magnificence. For this year, alfo, 
Matthias IJ. being raifed to the imperial 

throne in the ftead of his deceafed brother, 
Rhodolphus, all Germany, as well as France 

and Spain, refounded with the voice of glad- 

nefs and exultation*. So naturally do men 
fympathife with the great, and fo fincere is 

their joy at their profperity ! This difpofition 
fufficiently accounts for thofe copious details of 
anecdotes, circumftances, and faéts, which we 

find in the journalifts of thofe times; but 

would not apologize for a recital of them in a 
narrative addreffed to another age. Such par- 
ticulars, however, as ferve to paint characters 

and manners, are interefting at all times, and 
therefore ought not to be wholly omitted. 


Wnrew the duke of Mayenne took leave of 
the court of Madrid, before his return to Paris, 


* Hift. du Regne de Louis XIII. er de principaux Eve- 
nemens arrivez pendant ce Regne dans tous les Pais du 
Monde. Hiftoria de Don Felippe 1V. per Don Goncalo de 
Cefpedes, libroi. capitulo 2. Memoircs de la Regence 
de Marie de Medicis, Mercure Frangsis, 1612. 
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he entreated the infanta to honour him with 
fome commiffionto the king his mafter. ‘* Tell 
him, faid the infanta, that I am very impatient 
to fee him.” This anfwer of the princefs over- 
whelmed her governefs,the countefs of Altamira, 
with fhame and confufion. “ Ah, madam, cried 
this lady, what will the king of France think 
when the duke fhall report to him that you 
have fo great a paffion for marriage ?”” “ You 
have taught me, replied the infanta, with 
great livelinefs, that one muft always fpeak 
the truth.” After this frank declaration on 
ithe part of Anne, Lewis could do no lefs in 
return than exprefs, in like manner, an impa- 
tience to fee and to receive his bride. Accord 
ingly, as fonn as he was informed that the in- 
fanta had arrivedin France ®, he fent a letter to 
her, by his favourite Luynes, fraught with ex- 
preffions of refpect and of love. The queen- 
regent alfo wrote an affectionate letter to her 
daughter-in-law. Anne replied to the young 
monarch’s addrefs, in a manner that could not 
offend the delicacy of even the countets of Al- 
tamira. Having firft exprefftd great fatis- 
faction in the accounts fhe bad received of his 
majcefly’s health, fhe profefled a defire ofarriv- 
ing ata place where fhe might have an op- 
* This did not come to pafs until the month of Novem- 

ber, 165. 
portunity 


PHILIP I. KING OF SPAIN. 


portunity of ferving the queen, her mother, 
and where fhe would be free from the langour 
of her prefent folitude *. 


Tue Arabian conquerors of Spain had in- 
troduced into that kingdom an hofpitality, ge- 
nerofity, and refinement, unknown before in 
the Weft +. The court of Cordova was the 
moft elegant and polite in the world ; and thi- 
ther generous fpirits reforted from all parts of 
Europe. Together with the mechanical, the 
Saracens cultivated the liberal arts; and while 
an external magnificence appeared in their 
buildings, furniture, and drefs, their poetry and 
mufic, confecrated to heroifin and love, dif- 
played an inward generofity and elegance of 
mind ftill more noble and affecting. Hence the 
Spanifh nation poffeffed a tafte for grandeur, 
a generofity of difpofition, and a delicacy of 
fentiment, which in the period under review 


* Hilt. du Regne de Louis XIII. 
« Sennor, 

«« Mucho me heholgado con Luynes eon las buenas, 
nuevas, que me ha dado de la falud de V. M. youengocon 
ella, et muy deffeofa de Hegar donde pueda fervir a my 
madre. Y anfi me doy mucha Pricffa a caminar por la 
foledud que me haze y bezar a V. M. Ja mano a quien 


dios garde come deffeo. Beza los manos a V.M. Anna.’ 


+ A very amufing as wellas philofophical account of the 
caufes that formed this national character, is given by Mr, 
Richardfon, inhis Diflertation on the Languages, Litera» 
Sage, and Manners of Eaftern Nations. 
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were unequalled, and which have not yet been 
exceeded in any other nation. Accordingly in 
that competition of courtefy and gallantry, 
which arofe on occafion of the intermarriages, 
the Spaniards far outfhone che French. Not 
only did they exhibit greater fplendour in their 
equipages, proceffions, and fhews, but a more 
delicate tafte and a higher ftyle appeared in 
their manners. The munificence of the grandees 
to the princefs of Spain and the ladies of her 
court, tothe young queen of France and her 
attendants, and alfo to the queen-regent, was 
unbuunded. The French ambaffador, in his 
way to Madrid, received a fumptuous enter- 
tainment at the manfion of the prime minifter 
of Spain, This entertainment was fo contrived 
that it appeared to have been given, not by 
the duke, but at the expence of the inhabi- 
tants of the town of Lerma, tranfported with 
joy at the prefence of a ftranger fo honourably 
diftinguifhed. In Burgos, Segovia, Madrid, 
and other towns in Spain, in which the prince 
had occafion to appear, the citizens celebrated 
his nuptials with fire-works, illumunations, 
triumphal arches, balls, mafquerades, mufical 
and dramatical performances, and other inge- 
nious diverfions *. 


* Mercure Francois, 1612. Hiftoria de Don Felippe IV, 
por Don Goncalo de Cefpedes, libro i. capitulo 2. 
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Ar this time, there did not appear in the BO OK 


Spanifh dominions any fymptoms of declining 





ome 


trade or exhaufted wealth. The face of the ‘62-15 


whole empire was gay and magnificent. But 
fo expenfive a difplay of loyalty was not ap- 
proved by the duke of Offuna, viceroy of 
Naples, a man of wit, whim, and fancy, and 
in every refpect himfelf che moft extravagant 
perfon fubject to the crown of Spain. The 
men of rank in Sicily *, with a flrange mix- 
ture of obfequioufnefs and vanity, prefented a 
petition to Offuna, humbly praying that they 
might be permitted to folemnize the publica- 
tion of the double marriages as well as the 
other fubjects of the empire. They propofed, 
at the fame time, to levy a tax upon them- 
felves for this purpofe. The duke greatly ap- 
plauded this defign, which he encouraged, by 
contributing himfelf to its execution with 
equal franknefs and liberality; but after 
the money of the Sicilians was all put inta 
one bank, the viceroy, in the plenitude 
of his power, gave orders that not one ma- 
ravedie fhould be -wafted in idle pomp 
and fhew; but that ic fhould be diftri- 
buted among certain poor virgins of honour- 
able defcent; adding withal, that in his 
opinion, the money would be better employed 


* The Tisoladi. Winwoou’s Mem. vol iii, p. 377 
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in the multiplication, than in the folemnization 
of marriages. The fubfequent condutt of this 
fingular perfon will recall this anecdote to the 
rnind of the reader, and incline him perhaps, 
to conjecture that this judicious difpofal of the 
Sicilian treafure did not originate either in a 
difapprobation of wafte, or in mere regard to 
the Sicilian damfels, 


Tue Spaniards had now Jeifure to breathe 
after the toils of war; and the authority of 
the Spanifh name being in fome meafure re- 
ftored by the fubmiffion of the duke of Savoy, 
and an advantageous connection with France, 
they cndeavoured for the prefent*, to main- 
tain it by police, rather than extend it by a 
hazardous appeal to arms.: But the ambitious 
fpirit of Charles Emanuel, incapable of reft, 
and impatient of difgrace, foon obliged them 
to quit that fhade of ancient authority and re- 
nown, under which they attempted to conceal 
the real ftate of Spain, and to prove its ftrength 
or its weaknefs in the field of batt’e. The 
duke of Savoy being defcended from the im- 
perial houfe of the Paleologi, poffeffed ancient 
pretenfions to the fovereignty of Mountferrat, 


_ ® There are writers who affirm that at this time the 
Spanifh minifters were fo elated at the alliance with France, 
that they contidered it as the fure forerunner of the reduc- 
tion of the revolted provinces, 


which 
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which was alfo claimed and enjoyed by the fa- 8 ooK 


mily of Gonzaga. In order to compofe the 
differences which frequently arofe from this 
contefted claim, a marriage was concluded be- 
tween Francis, duke of Mantua, and Mar- 
garet of Savoy; Charles Emanuel, in favour 
of this alliance, having refigned to his daugh- 
ter and her children his right of fucceffion to 
the marquifate in queftion. Francis died in 
the month of December, 1612, leaving behind 
him.an only child, a daughter, in the fourth 
year of her age. Ferdinand, Cardinal of Gon- 
zaza, brother to the late duke, was beyond all 
doubt, heir to the duchy ot Mantua; but the 
fovereignty of Mountferrat, which was not a 
fief-male, defcended upon his niece, the young 
princefs Maria. In thele circumfances the 
duke of Savoy conceived the defign of reviv- 
ing his pretenfions to that ftaté. Lis right to 
the marquifate he did not confider as dimi- 
nifhed, but rather ftrengthened by that of his 
grandchild; and the guardianfhip of this in- 
fant would give him an entire power over that 
inheritance, which he claimed in her name, as 
wellas his own. And, that the cordinal mighit 
not derive any advantage over him, in the 
conteft that was likely to enfue, by immediate 
{ucceffion, he had recourfe to one of thofe 
flraragems of which his genius was fo fingu- 
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widow of the deceafed duke of Mantua, as 
well as all his other children, returned the 
fondnefs of his parental affe€tions with a ten- 
dernefs and filial reverence that knew no 
bounds. This lady he ealily perfuaded to de- 
clare that fhe was pregnant ; and, foon after, 
he fent the prince Victor Amadzus to Man- 
tua, on pretence of confoling his fifter, but in 
reality in order to conduct her to Turin, if 
that could be accomplifhed, or to Milan, or 
to Montferrat. ‘It is not fit, faid the prince 
ef VPicdinont to the court of Mantua, that a 
mournful widow fhould pafs her days in a place 
where every thing around her renews her grief, 
by recalling to her imagination the object of 
her forrow ; nor is it decent that fhe fhould 
remain longer under the eye of a perfon jealous 
of the fuccefficn to Mantua. And witherfoever 
my filter goes, continued the prince, thither it 
is reafonable that the young princefs fhould 
acccmpany her. Nature herfelf recommends 
children to the care of their parents: and 
what nature unites by the deareft bands of 
affection, it would be impiety to feparate.” 
But che cardinal, well knowing the end of this 
difcourfe, replied, that it would be improper 
to remove the duchefs from Mantua, while the 
carried in her womb the important pledge of 
the happinefs of the Mantuan ftate, “ If the 
fight, 
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fight, faid he, of my deceafed brother's palace 
be afflicting to his widow, others are not want- 
ing, whither fhe may retire with fafety, and 
where fhe may live with comfort. 


In the mean time Charles Emanuel, the bet- 
ter to effect his defigns, endeavours to engage 
in his caufe the influence and authority of the 
crown of Spain. The Spanifh governor of 
Milan at this time was John Mendoza, marquis 
of Inoiofa, who had formerly fignalized his va- 
Jour in the military fervice of the duke of Sa- 
voy, and who had been rewarded with the 
marquifate of St. German. By this fubftantial 
mark of favour, and perhaps not lefs by thofe 
honours and affiduities with which he cultivat- 
ed the friendfhip of Mendoza, Chatles Ema- 
nuel had acquired an afcendant over his mind 
that feemed almoft the‘ effeét of fuperior and 
invifible power. This man he perfuaded to 
fend the prince of Afcoli, accompanied by a 
numerous retinue, to Mantua, to demand the 
perfons of the duchefs and her daughter in the 
name of the king of Spain; not doubting that, 
if they fhould once be brought to Milan, he 
would afterwards be able to find means of con- 
ducting them to Turin. But the cardinal re- 
fufed to let the princefles go; a refolution in 
which he was confirmed and fupported by the 


emperor, 
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300 K emperor, the queen-regent of France, and the 
—— _— republic of Venice *. At length, after an in- 


3613. 


terval of three months, the duchefs Margaret, 

having declared that fhe was not pregnant, 

was allowed to return to her father’s houfe ; 

but all her rears could not obtain permiffion to 

take along with her, her infant daughter. Fer- 

dinand having affumed the title and power of 
the duke of Mantua, fent the bifhop of Dioce- 

farea to Milan to apologife for his difobedi- 

ence to the orders of Spain, from a regard to 

the decree of the emperor, wito had adjudged , 
to him the tutelece of his miece; farther en- 

joining the prelate co pafs on to Vercelli, to 

confole Margaret, who lived there, and at the 

fame time to infinuate a propofal of a mar- ' 
riage between that princefs and the cardinal 

duke, as the only means of quenching the 

flames of difcord, and uniting the houfes of 
Savoy and Gonzaga both by blood and af- 

fection. 


Tue bifhop difcharging his truft with fi- 
delity and zeal, preffed the duke of Savoy to 
confent to an accommodation of differences. 
The duke difcovered a readinefs to converfe on 
that fubje&t, which inclined the Mantuan en- 


* Bat. Nani, lib. i. 1613, Siri Mem. recond. tom. iii 
Winwood’s Memoirs, vol. iii. 
voy 
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voy at firft to conclude that his embafly would 30 0X 
not be fruitlefs. But Charles, ftill rifing in 
his demands, in proportion to the importunity 
of the bifhop, had nothing elfe in view than, 
by amufing this ecclefiaftic with frequent con- 
ferences, to gain time for ripening a project as 
bold as any that had ever been conceived by 
any politician or hero. Before his eyes there 
Jay the ftate of Monferrat, to which he had 
ancient pretenfions, and which interfected and 
broke the ftrength of Piedmont, or one fide 
extending itfelf even to the Alps, and on an- 
other ftretching well nigh to Turin. This 
ftate, defended only by the lamentations and 
complaints of its prefent poffeffor, lay naked 
and expofed to the fudden attack of any hoftile 
invader. The princes of Italy, enervated by 
luxury, would not eafily be awaked from that 
profound fleep into which they had been lulled 
by long habits of indolence, fubordination, and 
peace. The emperor, on that fide of the 
Alps, f{carcely poffeffed the fhadow of power. 
The kingdom of France was torn in pieces by 
jnteftine difcord; and the power of Spain, 
though formidable, was diflant. The Mila- 
nefe, lately difarmed, was deftitute of military 
ftores and provifions; and, what was a great 
encouragement to Charles Emanuel, it was go- 
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363. 


yr h 


HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 


gookx verned by his confident Mendoza, whofe 


Vv. 





3613. 


mind he might regulate with his ufual ad. 
drefs; or, if he fhould prove unmanageable, 
which poffeffed not thofe mafterly powers 
which are requifite, to act a fuccefsful part in 
new and difficult fituations. The deliberative 
genius of Spain would not act with an unufual 
celerity on an occafion, when a fear of draw- 
ing the French into Italy, would naturally re- 
commend cautious circumfpection: or, if the 
perfonal hatred of the duke of Lerma fhould 
prevail in the breaft of that favourite, over 
reafons of flate, before the hands of Inoiofa 
could be ftrengthened by a reinforement from 
Spain, the power of Savoy might be eftablith- 
ed in Monferrat. Of all confiderations, that 
which gave the duke of Savoy moft uneafinefs, 
was the vigilance of the Venetian fenate, towhom 
no revolution in their neighbourhood ever ap- 
peared an object of indifference. But he hop- 
ed, that however they might interpofe their 
counfels, they would not haftily exchange the 
bleffings of peace for the calamities of war. 
On the whole, while diftant {tates were igno- 
rant of his {chemes, and before the princes of 
Italy, involved in clouds of mutual jealoufy, 
diffidence, and doubt, would unite either in 
power or.defign to oppofe him, he refolved to 


carry 
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carry into Montferrat the thunder of his arms, 
and to anticipate refiftance by decifive con- 
queft and firm poffeffion, 


Havine fecretly affembled his troops, while 
the bifhop of Diocefaria yet waited for a de- 
finitive anfwer to the propofals he had made 
for reconciliation and peace, Charles Emanuel 
iffued forth from Vercelli in the filence of the 
night that followed the 22d day of April; 
and diftributing his army in three divifions, 
poured into Montferrat the terror and de- 
vaftation of war. There was not any thing in 
that marquifate capable of fuftaining his im- 
petuous force; Cafal, the capital, in which 
the duke Vincenzo had planted a ftrong fort- 
refs, only excepted. And this alfo would have 
quickly fallen into his hands, if* Gonzaga, 
duke of Nevers, who happened at that time 
to be in Italy, had not fuddenly thrown himflf 
into it, with a fmall force which he haftily 
raifed on the coaft of Genoa. By garrifoning 
and fortifying fuch of the towns he had taken, 
as were moft important for their fituation and 
ftrength, he formed a chain of pofts which 
opened a communication between thofe rich 
and fertile countries that are extended along 
the courfes of the Tanarus and the Po: and 

in 
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z0o0X in théfe he hoped to maintain his army by 
_—\== contributions and plunder 
1653. 


Deis Ir was now the duke of Savoy’s object to 
endeavours fecure his conquefts, and for this purpofe he 
Race endeavoured either to appeafe thofe powers 
gets, whom he well knew the violence of his con- 
du& had offended, by fubmiffive profeffions 
of refpect, and infidious conceffions; or 
to divert their attacks from himéfelf, by 
making them objects of jealoufy to one an- 
other. The queen-regent of France, being 
informed of the irruption of the Savoyards 
into Montferrat, was not untouched by the 
fituation of her nephew the duke of Mantua. 
In the firft fervour of paffion the declared her 
refolution to fupport the houfe of Gonzaga, 
both with her influence and arms. According- 
ly fhe immediately fent the duchefs of Nevers 
to Grenoble, to engage the marefchal Lefdi- 
guieres, who commanded the troops on the 
confines of Savoy, fpeedily to march with a 
powerful army to check the progrefs of that 
prince in Montferrat, and to chatftife his pre- 
fumption. But Charles Emanuel wrote a let- 
ter full of refpect to the queen, and, in order 


* Mercure Francois, 1613. Bat. Nan. Hift. lib. i. 1613. 
"Hilt, da Regne de Louis XIII. 
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to footh the firft tranfports of her refentment, 200 
offered to fubmit his pretenfions toher arbitra- sees 
tion, and to refign into her hands, in the mean oe 
time, the places he had taken in Montferrat, 

as a pledge of his deference to her authority 

and her juftice. At the fame time he inttruét- 

ed his partizans at the court of Paris, where 

he had found means of conciliating the good- 

will of the favourites, the marefchal and 

lady marefchal D’Ancre, to reprefent to the 

queen the impolicy of trufting a great army 

in the hands of a Proteftant general; and 

the imprudence of roufing the jealoufy, and 
inviting the refiftance of the king of Spain. 

The nuncio too and the Spanifh ambaflador 
having, from obvious motives, urged the 

fame arguments, the queen determined to 
countermand the orders fhe had fent, or ra- 

ther the applications fhe had made to Lefdi- 
guieres, and to employ in bchalf of her ne- 

phew only her good offices at the court of 
Madrid *. 


In order to divert the refentment of Spain, 
or to fufpend its effects, Charles Emanuel em- 
ployed greater art than that which had ma- 


* Batt. Nani, Hift. lib. i. 1613. Hiflcire du Connet- 
able de Lefdiguieres, lib. viii. ch. 4 & 5. Sisi Meincire 
recondite, tom. ili. pe 92, 93+ 
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BOOK naged the court of France, but with lefs fuc- 


aah 


ww cefs. He difpatched his confeffor to the go- 
vernor of Milan, humbly to apologize for 
his invafion of Montferrat, without the know- 
ledge and confent of the king of Spain. This 
meflenger was, foon after, followed by the 
prince of Piedmont. and the prince of Pied- 
mont by a number of other ambafladors in 
rapid fucceffion. Thefe were all of them 
charged with offers fo various and incom- 
patible, that the mind of Inoiofa, diftracted 
and confounded amidft fo great a diverfity of 
views, knew notwhich to purfue, but remain- 
ed in a ftate of inaCtivity and irrefolution. 
Thus the duke endeavoured to prevent a con- 
teft with his friend Mendoza in arms, by 
ftorming as it were the feat of his affections 
and paffions, whence alone flow all the opera~ 
tions of war and of peace; and by making, 
in the language of the celebrated Nani, a war 
of wit upon his mind. But the ingenious 
fubtlety of Charles Emanuel, not fatisfied with 
preventing Inoiofa from acting at all, attempt- 
ed to make him aét in fuch a manner, as to 
advance the interefts of Savoy in Italy, and 
wholly to ruin thofe of Spain. The ftratagem 
by which he hoped to effect this bold defign 
was fpecious. He propofed that the governor, 
in the name of the king of Spain, fhould, 

i with 
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with his affiftance, take poffeffion of the me» Book 


tropolis, the only place of confiderable ftrength 
in Montferrat, but that every other part of 
that marquifate fhould be annexed to his own 
dominions. At the fame time, that the au- 
thority of the Spanifh monarch might be para- 
mount over the whole province, he propofed 
farther, that the towns which he had taken, 
being garrifoned by Savoyards, fhould have 
the arms of Spain affixed to all their gates. 
But Mendoza, who wanted decifion rather than 
penetration, was not enfnared by this infidious 
propofal. For he was aware, that fliould the 
Spaniards feize a part of Montterrat, while the 
pageantry of their name blazed over the whole, 
a jealoufy would be excite:t among all the 
neighbouring powers, which the policy of 
Charles Emanuel, at atime when the Mila- 
nefe was aimoft wholly difarmed, would ufe 
as an engine to fubyert the Spanifh power in 


Italy. 


Tue deep alarm which the invafion of 
Montferrat {pread throughout all the Italian 
ftates, was a fevere mortification to the lofty 
fpirit of Spain, as it implied a fufpicion, that 
the power of that kingdom might not be 
fufficient to countroul the ambitious defigns of 
the duke of Savoy. The Catholic king, re- 
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fubdue the turbulence of that prince with me- 
naces and frowns ; and, by the mere authority 
of Spain, to quiet the fears and reftore the 
pedce of Italy. The fecretary Vargas was dif- 
patched from Madrid to Milan, with orders 
to the governor to announce to Charles Ema- 
nuel, that it was the will of Philip that he 
fhould withdraw all his troops from Mont- 
ferrat, and to threaten force in cafe of dif- 
obedience. 


Tue Spanifh minifters in Italy, in like man- 
ner, laboured to maintain the authority of their 
nation, by raifing their language to the moft 
majeftic tonc. The marquis of Inoiofa en- 
couraged the Italian princes to truft in the pro- 
tection of the king of Spain, rejected with 
difdain the idea of admitting any affociate with 
that moaarch in compofing the differences of 
Italy, and attempted by various artifices to 
prevent Cofino, duke of Tufcany, from fend- 
ing affiftance to his relation the duke of Man- 
tua. Don Alphonfo de la Queva, the Spanifh 
ambaffador at Venice, affured the fenate, “‘that 
without any noife or trouble, Charles Emanuel 
fhould be punifhed, and Ferdinand reftored to 
his rightful inheritance; that there was no 
reafon to be fearful of any event, or to dread 

the 
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the turbulent ambition of any prince, while Boor 
the undiminifhed goodnefs and power of the 
potentate, whom he ferved, would not fuf- 
fer any innovation in Italy, nor any difturb- 
ance of that peace which was fo happily en- 
joyed under his authority *, 





1613. 


But, although he was thus threatened Artificer of 
by Spain, although the emperor denounced ena 
the imperial ban, and his adverfary was di- 
rected and fupported by the counfels and 
wealth of Florence and of Venice; yet the 
duke of Savoy remained undaunted, and 
by policy and arms fteadily purfued his objet. 

In order to alarm the jealoufy of Spain, he 
threatened to call to his aid the troops of 
France. When the pope exhorted him to 
peace, he protefted that he would overwhelm 
Italy with an inundation of heretics. He dif- 
miffed the Venetian ambaflador with orders to 
inform the fenate, that if they fhould perfift in 
affording fuccour to the duke of Mantua, he 
would cover the Adriatic with Turkith pirates, 
But while he thus ftudied to work on the fears 
of his adverfaries, he neglected not to ule any 
means by which he might conciliate their fa- 
vour, He offered to depofite in the hands of 


© Batt. Nani, Hit. lib. i. 1613. 
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places he poffeffed in that province, on con- 
dition that the princefs Mary fhould be 
brought to Milan, and remain there along 
with her mother: a propofition by which he 
intended at once to fhew his own deference to 
the king of Spain, and to fow the feeds of jea- 
Joufy between that monarch and the duke of 
Mantua. Nor was his defign difappointed ; 
for to the meafure which he had propofed the 
governor of Milan cordially agreed. Burt Fer- 
dinand utterly rejected it, with bitter com- 
plaints againft Inoiofa, who prefumed, with- 
out his knowledge, to difpofe of the blood of 
Gonzaga. 


Cuarirs EMANvEL, having thus thrown 
the blame of difobedience to the will of Spain 
on Ferdinand, endeavoured to improve the 
advantage he had gained by fending Victor 
Amadeus to reprefent to the court of Madrid, 
how much the duke, his father, inclined to do 
what fhould be agreeable to their defire. Of 
this, he faid, he had given a fignal proof, by 
committing into their hands the heir of his 
dominions as a pledge of the obedience of his 
whole houfe. 


Ow the ftrength of all this merit with the 
court of Spain, the duke, having haftily chrown 
a gare 
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a garrifon of four hundred men into Ponte- 
ftura, under the colours of Spain, marched 
onward with his army to Nizza de Ja Paglia, 
and began to batter it from three different 
places. This town, which was but weak- 
ly fortified, was, however, effectualy defend- 
ed by the fidelity and valour of its gover- 
nor, Manfrino Caftiglione, who, by rigorous 
difcipline, and by frequent fallies, gained time 
for its relief 


Tue governor of Milan, who had by thistime 
reinforced his army, roufcd by a general cla- 
mour and conftrained by the orders of Spain, 
refulved effectually to curb the troublefome 
zmbition of his friend, the duke of Savoy. 
He fent the prince of Afcoli with five thoufand 
men to join the prince Vincenzo, who waited 
their arrival with three thoufand more in the 
fervice of the duke of Mantua. The fow- 
nefs of Afcoli’s march feemed to indicate an 
intention to hearken toa propofition that had 
been made for a fufpenfion of arms ; but the 
Mantuans urging him to advance without 
delay, the united army at laft approached to 
Nice. The Savoyards, no longer doubting the 
intention of Inoiofa to raife the fiege, on pre- 
tence of refpect to the enfigns of Spain, re- 
reated in good order without being purfued. 
E-3 The 
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The duke of Savoy now offered to furrender 
all that he poffeffed in Montferrat, and peace 
was made an this condition. But this pacifi- 
cation did not remove the apprehenfions of the 
princes of Italy ; for the duke of Savoy had 
uniformly contended for an aét of oblivion in 
favour of count St. George, and other fubjects 
of Mantua, who had taken up arms to fupport 
his claim to Montferrat; and the duke of 
Mantua, on the other hand, had as conftantly 
infifted on their punifhment, and alfo on re- 
paration of damages. 


Tussez mutual pretenfions appeared to the 
fagacity of the Italian flates the embers of a 
war, ready to flame out with increafed fury. 
There was evidently a collufion, they thought, 
between Charles Emanuel and the marquis of 
Inoigfa, fome fecret defiga which would foon 
tranfpire ; for though the duke evacuated the 
towns he had taken, he did not diinifs, bur, 
on the contrary, reinforced his troops; and 
the governor, though he feeimed to have ac- 
complifhed the defign of bis uihtary pre- 
parations, remained {til in arms. Their con- 
jectures were not without foundation ; for 
Ferdinand would not pardon the partizans of 
a competitor for the fovereignty of any part of 
his dominions, and infifled ftill on reparation 


of 
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of damages. And Charles publifhed to the 


whole world, in writing as well as difcourfe, 
thatthe governor promifed to him that no 
farther mention fhould be made of damages, 
and that the exiles of Montferrat fhould be re- 
ftored to their eftates, and all the privileges of 
other fubjects; a condition from which he 
was determined never to depart. 


In this conteft the marquis of Inoiofa took a 
decided part in favour of Savoy, and in the 
moft haughty ttrain threatened Ferdinand with 
all the rage of war, if he fhould refufe to 
agree to the terms which be had prefcribed, 
He initantly difpatched Antonio Pimentelli, 
general of the Milanele light-horfe, to bring 
the young princefs from Mantua to Milan. 
This Pimentelli would have done, even by 
force, if, having been conducted into the a~ 
partments of the child, he had not been con- 
vinced, that, from illnefs, fhe was not in acon- 
dition in which fhe could be removed. Upon 
this the duke of Mantua fent an envoy to Ma- 
drid with his excufe for not giving up the 
princefs, and another to France, to folicit the 
good offices of the queen-regent with the 
Spanifh monarch, which fhe readily granted, 
The minifters of Spain at laft declared the will 
of Philip to be, ‘ That the differences be- 
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tween the dukes of Savoy and Mantua, con- 
cerning reparation of damages, and the pardon 
of the rebels, fhould be referred to the arbitra- 
tion of the pope, the emperor, and himfelf; 
that the princefs Mary fhould be brought to 
Milan: that the duchefs Margaret fhould 
marry Ferdinand; and that both dukes fhould 
difarm their forces, thoie of the king being 
fufficient to execute whatever fhould be necef- 
fary for relieving the oppreffed, and fubduing 
the obftinate.” 


Tuc marquis of Jnoiofa, at the fame time 
that he fent Pimentclli to Mantua, in order to 
preferve the ap; ecarance of impartiality, dif- 
patched Sanchio del I.una, governor of the 
caftle of Milan, to Turin, to fignify to the 
duke of Savoy that he muft lay down his arms, 
Charles was now fenfible that his conteft with 
Ferdinand had no other tendency than to re- 
duce himfelf, as well as that prince, under the 
dominion of Spain: unwilling, therefore, to 
difband his army, the only pledee of his fove- 
reign independency, he immediately applied 
himfelf to frame excufes, and invent ftrata- 
gems. He reprefented to the Spanifh minifters 
at Milan, that in the province of Dauphiny 
there was an army, commanded by the mare- 
{chal Lefdiguieres, which waited cnly the 
queen-regent’s orders to pour into Piedmont ; 


it 
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it was, therefore, neceffary for him to ftandon BOOK 
his guard. Inftead of difbanding, he infifted 
on leave to reinforce his army; and, as a 
pledge of his fidelity to the king, and his dif 
pofition towards peace, he defired that fome 
Spanifh regiments might be quartered in Pied- 
mont. This, he faid, would be doing him an 
effential fervice; becaufe, his country being 
defended by the arms of Spain, he would be 
at liberty to march whitherfoever the neceffity 
of his affairs fhould call him. But the Spa- 
niards were by this time too well acquainted 
with the artifices of Charles to fall cafily into 
his fnares. They perceived that it was his 
aim to excite the jealoufy of France, and to 
produce a rupture between that kingdom and 
Spain. He doubted not, that if he could 
draw the Spanifh troops into Piedmont, he 
would eafily prevail on the marefchal Lefdi- 
guieres to crofs the Alps in order to expel 
them, Hloftilities, once begun, would not 
ceafe with the retreat of the Spaniards into 
their own dominions; and, amidft the conten- 





ubay. 


tions of his enemies, he might find fome means 
of his own aggrandizement. Such was the 
refined proje&t of the duke of Savoy ! 


Asour this time, the fecretary Vargas in his 
return to Spain, paffing by Turin, demanded 


of 
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soox of the duke a categorical anfwer to the quef- 
¥-__ tion, whether he would difband his troops or 
16% no? Charles hefitated not a moment to thew 
his refpect to the Catholic king, by anfwering 

in the affirmative. Ele immediately made a 

shew of difbanding his army in the prefence of 

the Spanith minifter ; but he took care to keep 

on foot his foreign troops, having difmiffed 

only his militia, which might be quickly re- 


affembled. 
Effed of Tue determination of the Catholic king, 
the award . A 
ef Spainon and his peremptory tone refpecting Montferrat 
tremids  FYled Ferdinand with refentment, and Charles 
dukcsof a with indignation. Neverthelefs, Ferdinand de- 


Mantua — clared that he was willing to accept all the 
other terms prefcribed by the court of Madrid, 
provided they would not infift that the young 
princefs fhould be carried to Mantua; a con- 
dition to which they agreed without difficulty. 
But Charles Emanuel, to all the foreign mi- 
nifters refiding at his court, poured forth the 
bittereft inveétives againft the pride of Spain, 
which he reprefented as a juft ground of ge- 
neral apprehenfion. “ If the Spanifh monarch, 
faid he, fhall be fuffered to impofe his impe- 
rious commands upon me, the princes of 
Italy, deluded by treaties, or fubdued by arms, 
will thenceforth lie at his feet, fearing punith- 
ment and afking pardon. If the prefent junc- 

6 ture 
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ture fhall prove the fervility of our difpofi- 
tions, we fhall quickly be ftripped of the 
fhadow of that power of which we wanted 
wifdom to preferve the reality.” 


Tue indignation of the duke was ftill more 
inflamed wien the prince of Piedmont gave 
him an account of his treatment at Madrid. 
He had no fooner arrived in Catalonia than he 
received an order to remain in that province, 
until it fhould be known whether his father 
would yield obedience to the orders of the 
king ; and, if he was at laft received at court, 
it was with coldnefs and with fcorn. The 
prime minifter fpoke of the duke of Savoy 
with difdain and with hatred, and threatened 
the fevereft chaftifement if he fhould not fub- 
mit, without referve, to the authority of his 
Catholic majefty. 


Tuts narrative of his fon fixed the refolution 
of Charles. He inftantly declared his firm 
purpofe to maintain his independence with his 
{word, or to perifh in the attempt. Accord- 
ingly he levies frefh troops, and exergs every 
nerve again to form a confederacy againft that 
imperious race, whofe incurable ambition ftill 
aimed at the fovereignty of Europe *. He 


* Mercure Frangois. 1614. Siri Memor, recon. tom. iii. 
pr 222, Memoires de la Regence de Marie de Medic.s. 
Bau, Nani, lib. i. 1614, 
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ftill kept up a clofe correfpondence with the 
prince of Condé and the difcontented lords 
in France, hoping to find employment for the 
arms of Philip in fupporting the authority of 
Mary de Medicis. And in fpite of the pofitive 
orders of the queen-regent, Lefdiguieres found 
means to pafs feveral thoufands of French 
foldiers from Dauphiny into Piedmont, who 
greatly reinforced the Savoyard army *. 


Cnaruts alfo infinuated himfelf, on this 
occafion, into the confidence of Maurice, prince 
of Orange, and engaged in his fervice fome 
troops under count John of Naffau. But, what 
encouraged him moft, was the hope of affift- 
ance from the republic of Venice, which, he 
doubted not, would readily unite their arms 
with his for the purpofe of removing from 
their confines, or at leaft of humbling the 
powcr of an imperious neighbour. He there- 
fore difpatched to Venice John James Pifcina, 
a man of diftinguifhed abilities and powerful’ 
eloquence, to propofe to the fenate a league, 
defenfive and offenfive, for the prefervation, or 
rather the recovery of the liberties of Italy. 
Pifcira painted, in glowing colours, the de- 
pendent condition of the Italian princes, and 
the immoderate ambition of the court of Spain, 


* Hiftoire du Connettable de Lefdiguieres, lib. viii. 
He 
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He offered to refer to their arbitration the dif- 3 00 K 


ference between the houfes of Savoy and Gon- 
zaga; implored their aid and their advioe ; de- 
claring, at the fame time, that whatever coun- 
fels other ftates fhould follow, the duke of 
Savoy was determined to die with his fword 
in his hand, rather than to live in fubjection to 
the tyranny of any power on earth. 


‘Tue Venetians admircd the noble fpirit of 
the duke, and found the higheft farisfaction in 
reflecting that the natural guardian of Italy * 
pofiefted all that courage and forefight which 
that important character required. Never- 
thelcfs, being unwilling to involve themfelves 
in war, while there was a ray of, hope that 
the liberty of Italy might be united with irs 
peace, they declined to interfere in the difpute 
concerning Montferrat, as that matter, they 
faid, had already been referred to the arbitra- 
tion of the emperor and the king of Spain. 
They advifed Charles to accommodate all dif- 
ferences with the duke of Mantua, and to yield 
to the fuperior power of Spain, whatever fatis- 
faction might not be unbecoming the dignity 
of a fovereign prince. At the fame time they 
affured him of their affeCtion and good offices, 


* « Al cai Senno, alla cui Petto, al cui Deftra 
Commife il Ciel la Cura 


Delle Italiche Mura.”’ 
and 


161q 
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BOOK and that they would not remain idle {peCtators 
of injuftice and oppreffion. 





1614. 
The duke FarruFut to their promife, the Venetian 


f Savoy 
favouretby fenate exerted their influence in all the courts 


eee. of Europe in favour of the duke of Savoy. 
To the Spanifh minifters, particularly, both at 
Madrid and Milan, they reprefented the cala- 
mities and the dangers of war, and expatiated 
on the advantages of concord and peace. But 
the deep wound which the boldnefS of the 
duke of Savoy had given to the pride of Spain, 
was fomented by lenitives, and to be cured 
only by the fharp remedies of fire and fword. 
The Spaniards provoked, not pacified, by the 
interceffion of the Venetians in behalf of 
Charles Emanuel, proudly rejected every con- 
dition that might wear the complexion of 
treating that prince on a footing of equality, or 
even of honouring him with a capitulation. 


Inorosa, although his own inclinations were 
wholly towards peace, in obedience to the 
pofitive and reiterated commands of the court 
of Madrid, fent an ambaflador to Turin with 
orders to Charles to lay down his arms; to re- 
quire a promife in writing, that he would not 
moleft the territories of the duke of Mantua; 
and to inform the duke, at the fame time, that 
the king of Spain would not be bound by any 
Conditions but fuch as fhould be dictated by 

his 
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his own moderation. The duke of Savoy BOOK 
liftened to this meflage with a ferene counte- 
nance, and without making any reply; but he =" 
ordered the ambaffador inftantly to leave his 
dominions; and tearing from his neck the 

enfigns of the Golden Fleece, he returned it 

into the hands of that minifter, defring him to 

deliver it to the king, and to tell him that he 

{corned to wear a badge of honour confer- 

red by a prince who threatened him with 

chains. The duke haftened to Afti to collect 

his forces *. 


Inorosa, whofe army, lately reinforced with The gover. 
troops from Spain, confifted of thirty thoufand [eke 
foot and three thoufand horfe, croffed the scat cke 
Sefia, and took up his quarters at Carefana, {uso Se 
not far from Vercelli, in the hope that Charles 
would humble himfelf before to great a mili- 
tary force, and yicld to the rcnown of the 
Spanifh arms. But the duke, with an army in 
numbers greatly inferior to diat of Inoiofa, 
paffing over to the other fide of the Sefia, let 
loofe on the Milanefe all the rage of war; and 
having furprifed and burned feveral towns and 
villages, returned within his own confines with 
prifoners, plunder, and troops infpirited by 
fuccefs. The Spaniards, fecing the Millanefe 


* ica 1634, Batt. Nan. bb. i. 1614. 
thus 
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300x_ thus invaded, and knowing that it was naked 
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and expofed to the frequent attacks of their 
vigilant {and enterprifing enemy, having fet 
fire to Carefana and La Motta, abandoned 
their pofts in Piedmont, ard retired within 
their own territories’ 


Tue governor of Milan, in order to make 
up, in fome meafure, the lofs and difadvantage 
he had fuffered in this conteft with the duke 
of Savoy, encamped near Vercelli, to cover 
the building of a fortrefs within the Spanifh 
bounds, but fo advantageoufly fituated as to 
protect the Milanefe, by fhutting up a paffage 
through which it was open to hoftile invafion, 
and at the fame to curb the power of the 
Savoyards in the adjacent quarter of Piedmont. 
This fortrefS was a mile in circuit, and, in ho- 
nour of the duke of Lerma, called Fort San- 
doval. The Spaniards had long meditated 
this defign, but hitherto deferred its execu- 
tion, being unwilling to excite any jealoufies 
in the princes and ftates of Italy. In this un- 
dertaking feveral weeks were {pent; mean 
while the feafon elapfed that was fitteft for 
aftion, 


Wain the. news of the ravages committed 
by the duke of Savoy in the Milanefe reached 
Madrid, the Spanifh minifters were aftonifhed 

at 
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at his boldnefs, and being unaccuftomed to 8 oo 4 


refiftance in Italy, were inflamed with the 
higheft degree of refentment. They vowed 
his deftruction, execrated higname, and re- 
proaching the governor of Milan with igno- 
rance, or want of fpirit, excited him to re- 
venge the difhonour that had been done to the 
territories of Spain, and to the royal ftandard, 
The refentment of Spain was farther vented 
ina manifefto, devolving to king Philip all 
the eftates of Charles Emanuel which were 
fiefs of Milan; and the imperial ambaffador * 
denounced againft Charles the ban of the em- 
pire, if he fhould not inftantly difband his 


army t- 


Acarnst thofe attacks of the pen, Charles 
Emanuel defended himfelf with the fame 
weapon. That none of his eftates were fiefs of 
Milan, he proved from the records of hiftory. 
To his imperial majefty he wrote a refpectful 
letter, giving an elaborate and circumftantial 
detail of the reafons he had to be diffatisfied 
with the conduét of Spain, of the ravages of the 
Spanifh troops, and the neceffity he was under 
of keeping up a force to oppofe them. In 
conclufion, he intreated the emperor to revoke 


* At Milan. + Batt. Nan. Hid lib. i. 1614. 
Vou. II. F the 
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_.. farther, that he would employ his influence 

with the king of Spain, in order to engage him 
to difband his troops ®. The other Spanith mi- 
nifters in Italy, perceiving that the lofty fpirit 
of Charles Emanuel was ftill unbroken, com- 
plained of the remifinefs of Inoiofa, and ex- 
prefied to that commander a fufpicion that the 
Spanith arms had loft their character of invin- 
cible +. In order to retrieve their reputation, 
they fent a powerful naval force, part of a fleet 
which had been fitted out to watch the motions 
of the Turks, to make a defcent on the coats 
of Piedmont. 
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dro Tue marquis de Croix, who commanded 


the Spa- this armament, finding that he had not a force 
fufficient to take Nice, turned his arms againft 
Oneglia, a maritime town of Savoy, environed 
by the confines of Genoa, exeept where it is 
feparated from Piedmont by the Appenine 
mountains. Difembarking his troops on the 
territories of the Genoefe, he placed within 
their bounds his battering cannon, which play- 
ed upon Oneglia with fuccefs. To this place 
Charles Emanuel could not fend any fuccours, 
without the confent of Genoa, which was re- 


* Hiftoire du Regne de Louis KTH, Roy do France, et 
des principaux Evenemens arrivez pendant ce Reigne dans 
tousles Paisdu Monde. Merc. Francois, + Batt. 
Nan. lib, ip 1624. 


fufed, 
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fafed. This att of holtility he revenged by nook 
reducing Zuccarello, a fief of the empire, 1c 
under the protection of that republic. Oneglia "+ 
was defended five days by the valour of the 
Marquis of Dogliani. Having furrendered 

this town on honourable terms, this comman- 

der brought a part of the garrifon into Maro, 

a caftle fituated ona rock, a little more inland, 

and which commands fome vallies full of vil- 

Jages. This fortrefs was alfo foon after re~ 

duced by the Spanith forces, increafed to the 

number of five thoufand, by the arrival of {- 

veral gallies from Sicily. 


Tue governor of Milan, urged by the re- 
proaches and importunities of his countrymen, 
in order to fupport this naval expedition, put 
his army in motion, though weakened by fick- 
nefs, and afflicted in their march by thofe ex- 
ceffive rains which at that feafon overflowed 
all the country. Having croffed the river Ta- 
narus, not without a gallant oppofition from 
the duke of Savoy, he found himfelfina fitu- 
ation full of embarraffment: for the advanced 
feafon did not admit of the ficge of Afti, and 
to canton his troops in the open country, would 
expofe them a prey to the vigilance and rapid 
movements of Charles Emanuel. He there- 
fore judged it prudent to retire to the country 
about Alexandria. 
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In the {pring following, the hoftile armies 
were reinforced, and on both fides great pre- 
parations made for war. But in the city of 
Atti, and prefence of Charles Emanuel, a treaty 
was framed by Julius Savelli, nuncio at Milan, 
and the marquis of Rambouillet, ambaffador 
extraordinary in Italy from France, the chief 
articles of which were, that the duke of Savoy 
fhould difband his troops, keeping on foot 
only his ufual garrifons; that within fifteen or 
twenty days after, Inoiofa fhould alfo difband 
his army, and give his word to the pope and 
the king of France that he would not commit 
any act of hoftilicty againft the duke of Savoy ; 
that the prifoners and places taken on either 
fide fhould be mutually reftored; that the 
jewels and dowry of Margaret fhould be re- 
turned; and that an act of indemnity and obli- 
vion fhould be paffed in favour of fuch fub- 
jects of Montferrat as had taken up arms in 
oppofition to the duke of Mantua. Thefe con- 
ditions were not altogether fatisfactory to 
Charles Emanuel ; neverthelefs, having in vain 
endeavoured to roufe other powers to arms 
againft Spain, and being defirous of conciliat- 
ing the favour of the pope and France, who 
offered to guarantee the treaty they propofed, 
he declared his readinefs to accept them. It is 
alledged by fome writers, that this prince 
wouldenot have agreed to this treaty, while he 

had 
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had no other enemy to contend with than poor 
Inoiofa, if he had not imagined that it would "7 
be rejeéted by the Spanith minifters. If this ''* 
was his conjecture, he was not deceived ; for 

when Rambouillet and Savelli prefented it to 

the governor of Milan, in full confidence that 

he would fign it, he told them that he was de- 

prived of all power of making peace with the 

duke of Savoy, by a late order from Madrid. 


Tue refolution of the Spaniards to maintain war in 
the predominancy of their power over the S!™"! 
princes of Italy was heightened and confirmed 
by the fuccefs of their arms in Germany. 


Prince Maurice, affifted by troops from 
France and England, on the firft of September 
1610, made himfelf mafter of Juliers, which, 
with all its dependencies, immediately fub- 
mitted to the marquis of Brandenburgh, and 
the count Palatine of Nicuburgh, known at 
that time by the title of the princes in poffef- 
fion. Thefe princes lived upwards or two 
years in the fame caftle, and yoverned the ftgtes 
of Cleves and Juliers by their joint authority. 
But having quarrelled at laft, as might have been 
expected, they broke through the agreement 
that every thing fhould be done in concert, 
and iffued edits, not conjointly, but feparate- 
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ly. Their mutual friends, in order to heal 
this rupture, advifed them to cement a friend- 
fhip by marriage*. Bur this advice widened 
the difference it was defigned to compofe. For 
the prince of Nieuburgh having in confe- 
quence of this counfel, gone to demand the 
daughter of Brandenburgh in marriage, at a 
feaft, when his blood was warm, and his fpirits 
high with wine, let fall fome expreffions, 
which fo exafperated the elector that he gave 
him a box on the ear. This effectually cured the 
young fuitor’s paffion for his daughter. Hence- 
forth the princes in poffeffion became avowed 
enemies, and thought of nothing but fortify- 
ing themfelves againft each other by ftrong 
holds, troops, and allies. The count Palatine, 
by various acts of obedience, courted the fa- 
vour of the emperor; and, in order to conci- 
liate that of the Catholic league, the prince of 
Nicuburgh married the fifter of the duke of 
Bavaria and the elector of Cologne. The 
marquis of Brandenburgh, on the other hand, 
called to his aid the military power of the 
ftates of the United Provinces. It is proba- 
ble, that when this infant republic confented 
to employ its arms in defence of Branden- 
burgh, it apprehended not any oppofition from 

Interéts des Princes par Monf, de Rohan, partie v. 
dife. iv. 
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thofe of Spain. That monarchy, about five B00 2K 
years before, had betrayed its inability to pro- ———~ 
fecute war by its eagernefs for peace. Since ahi: 
that time, it had exhibited a ftriking token of 
improvidence and languor, when it beheld 

without concern, at Jeaft without any exertion, 

the mighty preparations of Henry the Greet; 

and the duke of Savoy had infulted it in Iealy, 

as yet with impunity. Prince Maurice, there- 

fore, without any appreheniion of refiflance 

from the Spaniards, on pretence of carrying 

relief to the marquis of Brandenburgh, pre-  Ansition 
pared to extend the boundaries of the United othe Cue 
Provinces by new conquefls in the duchies of 

Cleves and Juliers. Having gained the go- 

vernor of the caftle of Juliers, he poured into 

that fortrefs a {trong Dutch garrifen, without 
oppofition. He afterwards came to fort Schenck 

with an army of eightcen thoufand men; and, 
penetrating into Germany, took E:mmerick on 

the Rhine, where he placed a garrifon, and 

many other places in the duchy of Cleves, and 

the county of la Marck. 


Tue acceffion of the ftates of Cleves and Ju- 
liers to thofe of the United Provinces, would, 
in the iffue, have extended the dominion of 
that republic over all the Auftrian Nether- 
lands, had not the rapidity of prince Maurice’s 

F4 conquetts 
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BOOK conquefts received a check from the judicious 
___. and rapid movements of the marquis of Spi- 
pint nola. This penetrating genius, who had ftre- 


eiapy Muoufly fupported the pacific counfels of prince 
coped’ Alberc at the court of Madrid, now perceived 
the neceffity of having recourfe to arms. He 
convinced the archduke Albert, and alfo the 
minifters of Spain, that the prefent was the 
proper time to oppofe the views of that youth- 
ful ftate, whofe fuccefsful ftruggle with the 
power of Spain had infpired ideas of ambition 
and new conquefts. It was better, he faid, at 
this juncture, to commit their caufe to the 
fortune of war, and to contend for what re- 
mained of their fovereignty in arms, than to 
remain inactive until the power of the revolted 
provinces, in the Low Countries, fhould be 
irrefiftible. On pretence of reftoring the fu- 
premacy of the emperor and the pope over the 
proteftants of Aix la Chapelle, who had de- 
pofed the catholic magiftrates of that city, 
and banifhed the Jefuits and Romith priefts, 
Spinola affumbled an army of thirty thoufand 
men, and provided a great train of artillery. 
By fecrecy ard celerity he furprifed Aix la 
Chapelle, where he re-eftablifhed the papal 
jurifdicttion and imperial power. Thence he 
bent his courfe to the north-eaft, and by this 
movement feemed to indicate an intention of 
laying 
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laying fiege to Juliers. But wheeling fuddenly 8 OOK 

about, he croffes the Rhine two leagues below 

Cologne, and, joining the troops of Nieu- 

burgh, enters Molfheim, falls down the Rhine, 

reduces Orfoy, and proceeds onward to Wefel, Siege of 

which he invefts with part of his forces. The ics 

inhabitants of this place, by a conftant and 

heavy fire, repulfed the affailants with great 

flaughter. But Spinola, having brought up 

his whole army, formed hisintrenchments with 

fo much judgment, that his treops, covered 

from the fire of the enemy, made their ap- 

proaches with celerity and with fafety. And, 

having planted three batteries of eight cannons, 

he kept up fo hot afire, that, within lefs than two 

hours, one of the city gates, and all that could 

oppofe an entrance by the way, was reduced 

to afhes. The befieged, underftanding that 

prince Maurice and the marquis of Branden- 

burgh were coming to their relief, determined 

to make a vigorous refiftance. But the women 

mounting the walls with their children in their 

arms, with tears and cries entreated them 

to furrender. The men, melted by the fup- 

pliant voices of their wives and {creaming in- 

fants, {ent deputies to Spinola, to afk a favour- 

able capitulation. This was readily granted: 

it was ftipulated on the one fide, that no 

change fhould be introduced in the religion or 

government of the city; that the military 
officers 
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officers of Brandenburgh fhould march out of 
the city withtheir baggage, arms, and warlike 
ftores ; and that the citizens fhould have li- 
berty to retire and fettle wherever they pleafed. 
On the other hand, Spinola only demanded 
that he fhould be allowed to introduce into 
Weel a garrifon of a thoufand men, there to 
remain until the Dutch garrifon fhould be 
withdrawn from Juliers. As foon as he en- 
tered this place he began to ftiengthen its for- 
tifications, and by all means co fecure its pof- 
feffion. He built three hundred barracks near 
the walls, and obliged the inhabitants to fur- 
nifh beds and other neceffary furniture. He 
alfo increafcd the garriton of Wefel with two 
thoufand foot, and three hundred horfe, under 
the comm yad of Velafeo., “Vhe inhabitants, in 
a {trong remonftrance, reprefented to Spinola, 
that, according to the terms of capitulation, he 
was to introduce a garrifon of one thoufand 
men. Spinola fternly replied, that it was in- 
deed agreed thar he fhould bring into We! 
one thoufand men; but that he had never 
promifed that he would at no ume increafe 
their number*, EYaviag obliged the inhabi- 
tants of Duyfburg, a city between Wefel and 
Duffeldorp, to admit a ftrong garrifon, he 


* Jnteréts des Princes par M. de Rohan. partic ii, dif- 
courf.v. Histoire du Regne de Louis Xill.et des prin 
cipaox Evenemens, Sc. 
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paffed the Rhine, and approached fo near the 89 OK 


camp of Maurice, that the centinels of the op- 
polite armies frequently converfed, and fome- 
times drank together, The prince of Orange 
fent a meffenger to Spinola, to know in what 
prince’s name he entered the ftates of Cleves 
and Juliers. Spinola anfwered, by putting a 
fimilar queftion to the prince. 


Tuese illuftrious antagonifts lay near to one 
another for a confiderable time; but neither 
found an opportunity of attacking the other 
with advantage. And, without breaking the 
truce, or incurring the ufual calamities of war, 
they had fallen on a very convenient method 
of making conquefts, by a kind of tacit com- 
pact, to divide between them the ftates they 
pretended to protect. The United Provinces, 
alarmed at the fuccefs, and apprehenfive of the 
future enterprizes of Spinola, at laft engaged 
France, England, and certain proteftant princes 
in Germany to mediate a reconciliation be- 
tween the princes in poffeffion. A conference 
was held for this purpofe at Santhen, a town 
which in this quarrel had remained neutral, 
but without effect. The articles of agreement 
propofed by the mediators of peace, though 
they would in all probability have been ac- 
cepted by Brandenburgh and Nieuburgh, were 
pnly a fubject of cavil to both Maurice and 

Spinola, 





1614, 


Convenient 
method of 
making 
conqualt, 


r 


a ares 


| emesneneameatmend 
1654. 


161k. 
The fucce!s 
nf the Spas 
niards da 
Germany 
inflames 
their re- 
fentment 
and anibt- 


HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 


Spinola, who fought not to compofe the dif- 
ferences of thefe princes, but to fix themfelves 
in the places they had taken. Thus ends this 
fingular campaign, which is not diftinguifhed 
by bloody battles and fplendid victories ; but 
whofe origin and iffue convey important poli- 
tical inftruction. For thence it appears that 
conceffions to a hoftile people naturally invite 
them to repeat their attacks; that the only 
proper time for a nation to make peace, is when 
the enemy defires it; and that no ftate can 
admit within its bounds the arms of a fupe- 
rior power, without endangering his own inde- 
pendence, 


A uittit good fortune is fufficient to revive 
the projects of mortified ambition. The court 
of Madrid, elated by the fuccefsful career of 
Spinola, in Germany, felt their refentment 
more and more inflamed againft that daring 
prince who firft expofed the Spanifh weaknels 
in Italy; and not lefs againi&t his feeble oppo- 
nent the marquis of Inoiofa. A letter was in- 
tercepted from the king of Spain to the go- 
vernor of Milan, in which he upbraided him 
with the remiffnefs of his former conduct, and 
gave orders from that inftant to make an irrup- 
tion into Piedmont, before the duke of Savoy 
or any others of the enemies of the monarchy 
could collect their forces, difperfed in winter- 

quarters, 
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quarters, to oppofe him. The governor, who 800K 

had received repeated orders to the fame pur- 

pofe, as foon as the feafon of action arrived, ‘5: 

took the field at the head of an army of thirty 

thoufand men. To this formidable body of Puteof 

veteran Spaniards the duke of Savoy oppofed the feld 
againit the 

an army of feventeen thoufand men, French, orerner 

Swifs, and Savoyards, and thofe noble efforts , 

of courage and conduct with which he was 

wont to encounter danger, andto raife himfelf 

above misfortune. The conteft which enfued 

proved how much the fuccefs of an army de- 

pends on the genius of one man; and how 

vain are the greateft military preparations, if 

they ate committed to the conduct of an un- 

fkilful commander. 





Tuz firft movements of the Spaniards, in 
the prefent campaign, indicated an intention of 
furprifing Cortemiglia, the poffeffion of which 
would lay open to their incurfions the ftates of 
Piedmont on the fide of Afti, Seve, and Ca- 
nelli, Into this place, therefore, Charles Ema- 
nuel immediately throws three regiments of 
French, and eight hundred Swifs, under the 
command of the count of St. George. The 
duke himfelf, haftening from Tusin with feven 
thoufand men, comes up with the marquis of 
Mantua, in his route to Cortemiglia, at the 
head of five or fix thoufand, at Biftagno, a 

fortrefs 
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Roo K fortrefs of Montferrat, fituated upon a height, 
———— commanding a highway from the fea to the 


5615. 


confines of Milan. The thick and folid walls 
of Biftagno, and the frequent and bold fallies 
of the garrifon, rendered all the efforts of the 
duke of Savoy to reduce it under his power 
fruitlefs. Inthe hurry of his march he had 
not been able to bring up to this place more 
than too fmall cannon. He attempted there- 
fore to {cale the walls, and attack the garrifon 
dword in hand. He was perfevering in this 
defperate and mad atttempt, when he was in- 
furmed that Inoivfa was on his march for the 
relief of Biftagno, at the head of a powerful 
army. He therefore immediately raifed the 
fiege, retreated in good order to Canelli *, and 
thence to Afti, having perceived that the 
Spaniards bent their courfe to this place. Atti, 
before the arrival of the duke, was gatrifoned 
with four thoufand foot, and a confiderable 
number of cavalry, under the command of 
prince Thomas. Here the whole forces of 
Charles Emanuel were now colleGted; and the 
iffue of the fiege of Afti was likely to decide 
the fate of the houle of Savoy. But the city 
being of large extent, and the walls in many 
places infirm, the duke determined to meet 
the enemy at the river Verfa, onthe banks of 
which Lnoiofa appeared with an army of twenty- 


* Hift, du Regne de Louis XII. 
four 


PHILIP Ill. KING OF SPAIN. 


79 


four thoufand men. The reft of his forceshe 3 9,0 m 


had thrown into St. Damiano and Ulpiano *, 
towns of Montferrat, the firft not far from 
Atti, and the fecond on the verge of Turin, 
The duke of Savoy, with fifteen thoufand foot, 
and fifteen hundred horfe, oppofed the paffage 
of the Spaniards over the Verfa in vain. And 
Inoiofa, having croffed this river with his 
whole army, endeavoured to gain the heights 
of an hilly craét_ which ftretched in a winding 
courfe to Afti. This ftation he haftened to 
occupy, that he might thence be enabled not 
only to cut off the duke’s retreat to that city, 
but to drive him out of the adjacent plain. 
But Charles, having penetrated his defign, im- 
mediately fell back to two pofts in that ftrong 
ground, which he had already flightly fenced 
by fimall trenches. Thefe pofts he committed 
to his French and Swifs troops, forming toge- 
ther about two thirds of his army, with fome- 
pieces of cannon. The Savoyard infantry he 
referved to act as neceflity might require, and 
with the cavalry he flanked his two polts in 
a plain immediately below them. The firm 
order, and deliberate valour cf the Spanifh 
troops fuftaining the furious affaults of the Sa- 
voyard cavalry, and preffing up the hill which 
was occupied by the French, gained at Jaft an 


* Bat’. Nan. Hilt. della Republica Venets, lib. i. 1615. 
1 eminence, 
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BOOK eminence, the poffeffion of which decided the 
v. : 
——.. conteft. For two picces of cannon played from 


1615. 


thence on the enemy with fo great effect, that 
they retreated, with fuch confufion and trepi- 
dation to the fecond poft, as ftruck a panic 
into the Swifs, and threw them alfo into a dif- 
order that was foon after followed by a preci« 
pitate flight. The duke of Savoy, on this im- 
portant day, which feemed pregnant with the 
fortune of his houfe, appeared refolute to main- 
tain his fovereign power, or at leaft to prove 
that he deferved it. Performing the duty 
both of an able commander and gallant foldier, 


he direéted the fight, brought relief to the op- 


prefled, animated the weary, rallied the faint- 
hearted, and poured on thofe that fled the bit- 
tereft reproaches. But the terror that had 
{eized multitudes being more contagious than 
the courage of one individual, though a general 
and fovereign prince, every effort of Charles 
to withftand the fteady valour of the Spaniards 
was ineffectual. At laft, yielding to advetfe 
fortune, but not defpairing of better, by the 
moft extraordinary exertions of courage and 
of art, he carried off from the {cence of aétion 
five field-pieces, and part of that baggage 
which had been left by the Swifs. 


NoTHING was now wanting to make Iraly 
tremble, but either the duke of Savoy at the 
head 
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head of the Spanith army; or the Spanifh Boor 
army under the colours of the duke of Savoy. — 
The governor of Milan knew indeed how to 
fight ; but net how to direct a campaign, or 
to improve a victory. Hie fuffered the enemy 
to march unmolefted to Afti: And, inftead 
of laying fiege to that city, fortified himfelf 
againft the attacks of his antagonift, by the 
moft extenfive lines of circumvallation, and 
every poffible method of defence. The dis 
ftant and ineffectual bombardments of Inoiota, 
the fkirmifhes which followed between the 
Savoyards and Spaniards, and the defperate 
but unfuccefsful affault that was made by the 
former on the camp of the fatter; might de. 
mand asparticular defcription, were it neceffary 
farther to illuftrate the courage which was ex- 
hibited this campaign by the duke of Savoy, 
or that incapacity which difgraced the con- 
duct of the governor of Milan; The Spanith 
troops lay for fix weeks in the open air, on 
the hills near Afti; and the exceffive heat, 
the unnpe fruits, and the impurities of the 
camp, producing dileafes; there enfued a great 
mortality both of mem and cattle. Although 
the army had been reinforced with the troops 
left at Sandoval, and others that arrived by fea, 
it was not half fo ftrong as when it fat down 
before Afti. Charles, onthe other hand, 
Vor. Il, G though 
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BOOK though he enjoyed more commodious quarters, 
———— experienced fuch frequent mutinies among his 


1635. 


foreign troops, that it was difficult for him to 
determine whether they were-of greater fervice 
or difadvantage. Thus both parties were in 
fituations which inclined them to hearken to 
terms of peace. A capitulation was drawn up 
by the marquis of Rambouillet, and effectual- 
ly recommended to the acceptance of the go- 
vernor and the duke, by the Venetian and 
Englith ambaffadors. This was not mate- 
rially different from the treaty which had been 
framed by the pope’s nuncio and the French 
ambaffador, in the name of their refpective 
courts, towards the end of the preceding year, 
in the city Afti. Only, it gave greater fecuri- 
ty to the duke againft the attacks of Spain. 
For it was guaranteed by the republic of Ve- 
nice; and, in cafe of its being violated by the 
Spaniards, a power was configned to the duke 
of Savoy, of fummoning to his affiftance, in the 
name of the king of France, the marefchak 
Lefdiguieres, and all the governors of pro- 
vinces bordering on his dominions. The 
French ambaffador, thinking he had now ac- 
complifhed the object of his embaffy, returned 
to Paris. But no fooner had he !eft Pied- 
mont, than Ferdinand, whofe thirft of vengeance 
was in proportion to. the narrownefs of his ca- 

pacity, 
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pecity, began to let loofe all the fury of his re- 
fentment on his revolted fubjects, And Charles, 
on the other hand, only made a fhew of dif- 
banding his troops*, being juftly apprehen- 
five that the late agreement between him and 
the governor of Milan would be difavowed by 
the court of Madrid. The treaty of Afti was 
equally violated or: both fides. 


Wuen the court of Madrid was informed 


that Inoiofa had concluded a difgraceful war by’ 


a difhonourable peace, they were moved with 
great indignation. But the man whofe wrath 
on this occafion blazed forth with the great- 
eft fury, was Don Pedro de Toledo, marquis 
of Villa Franca, diftinguifhed even in Spain 
by an haughty boldnefs, and a zeal for the 
glory of the monarchy. His temper was ve- 
hement, yet his undetftanding was at once 
fubtle and folid, and his courage both exalted 
and conftant. Such a charatter would have 
appeared a fit inftrument for inflicting the ven- 
geance of Spain on the duke of Savoy, al- 
though he had not been allied by blood to 
the houfe of Mantua. This man, therefore, 


® He very formally difbanded the French troops, but 
took care that they fhould be all of them incorporated into 
his Savoyard companies. As to the Swifs they could not 
be difcharged without payment, concerning which there 
aeole innumerable delays and difficulties. 
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was chofen by Philip to fucceed the marquis of 
Inoiofa in the government of Milan, and the 
confenting voice of the Spanifh nation applaud- 
ed his choice” 


Tue duke of Savoy, diffembling his fuf- 
picions of the hoftile defigns of Spain, fent a 
gentleman of his bed-chamber with two let- 
ters to Toledo, in one of which he congratu- 
lated him, according to the cuftom of Italian 
princes, on his fafe arrival at Milan, and in 
the other he defcribed, in a pleafing manner, 


® A famous Italian hiftorian (Batt. Nani), and others, in 
dcference to his authority, fuppofe that Inciofa would have 
been recalled fooner, had not the duke of Lerma Been 
afraid, by too great military fuccefles in Italy, to defeat 
the projctt of the double marriages, which were not con- 
foromated, (as has already been obferved), till the end of 
the year 1615. But, notwithftanding we reflect on the great 
military force committed to Inotofa, which was nearly 
double that of Charles; on the repeated ordess he received 
from his court to aCt with expedition and with vigour, 
and of the attempts he made in confequence of thefe or- 
ders, that conjecture appears rather refined than folid, 
The regency of France withed for the final accomplifh- 
ment of the double marriages 15 ardently as the court of 
Spain; and if bey had been averfe to that meafure, an sae 
fuecefsful ftruggle on the part of Spain with the duke of 
Savoy would not have been the means of reconciling 
them to it. The appointment of the marquis of Villa 
Franca, at this time, to the goveroment of Milan feems to, 
have been the natural refalt of rhe feelings of the Spanith 
misifiry, on an oceafion that wounded their pride, and 
excited their refentment. 

the 
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the mutual advantages of faithfully fulfilling nook 
the treaty of Afti. To the firft of thefe letters 
the governor, with becoming politenefs, re. 
plied, by returning his moft humble thanks to 
the duke for the honour he had done him, and 
declaring that he would not fail to acquaint the 
court of Madrid with the refpect and affection 
his highnefs had expreffed for the Catholic king. 
To the other he anfwered, ‘that the true way 
to regain the favour of Philip, and to preferve 
Jafting concord, was, not to think any longer 
on what was intended to be done, when both 
parties had their fwords in their hands *.” This 
anfwer, had it needed any comment, would 
have been fufficiently explained by the gover- 
nor’s common difcourfe, and ftill more by his 
actions. It was his common talk that the peace 
of Afti was a mere collufion between his pre- 
deceffor and the duke of Savoy, and that a 
powerful king could not be tied down to the 
obfervance of a treaty with an inferior prince, 
by any other bands than thofe of his own mo- 
deration. In the mean time he did not leave 
Charles in any uncertainty concerning what ne 
had to expect from his Catholic majeity’s moe 
deration ; for he every day made new levies, 
and reinforced his army with a great number 
of Swifs, Germans, and Italians, 
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"Fux menaces of Don Pedro did not efcape 
from that wary politician through any intem- 
perance of difcourfe, They were intended to 
bend the lofty {pirit of Charles to an humble 
fubmiffion to. the crown of Spain, and to pre- 
pare his mind to catch ar the bait by which he 
hoped to govern his ambition. He infinuated 
to his envoy at Milan, that if the duke his 
matter would afk pardon of Philip, and fub- 
mit his pretenfions wholly to his arbitration, 
that monarch would add to the dominions 
of Savoy the city of Geneva. But Charles 
Emanuel was not unacquainted with the arti- 


tifices of the Spanifh court. It was but lately 


that they had attempted to incite the prince of 
Piedmont to rife in rebellion againft his fa. 
ther, and that Toledo himfelf had entered into 
a treaty with the governor of Zuccarello to de- 
liver that place into the hands of the Spani- 
ards. The duke, provoked equally at the 
pride and the infidious policy of Spain, rejected 
with indignation the offer of Toledo, and pre- 
pared to maintain his independency and ho- 
nour by force of arms, He reprefented to the 
guarantees of the treaty of Afti the conduét 
and the defign of Toledo, and immediately 
fummoned to his aid the marefchal de Lef- 
diguieres, in virtue of that authority with 
which for this purpofe he had been invefted 


by 
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by the king of France. Toledo, ‘onthe other 30 o x 
hand, inveighed againft the obftinacy of the : 
duke, and folicited Lewis to compel him to aie 


ec King 


difband his troops, and to deliver the places coc 
and prifoners he had taken, into the hands of maintain 
the king of Spain, promifing that this mo- of Ani” 
narch fhould afterwards take every ftep, not 
inconfiftent with the dignity of his crown, to 
remove all jealoufy of his arms. Lewis had 
already fent the count de Bethune, a man of 
capacity and fingular addrefs, into Italy, 

in order to accommodate thofe differences 

which difturbed the repofe of that country. 

He now fends the marefchal Lefdiguieres to 

join his influence to that of Bethune, hoping 

that Toledo would yield to the prefence, 

and reputation, and power of the marefchal, 

what he might otherwife find means to evade, 
Lefdiguieres without delay went to Turin, 
where, in conjunction with Bethune, he framed 

a treaty of accommodation, which being pro- 

pofed to the confideration of the govenor and 

the duke, both parties agreed toa ceffation of 

arms. The marefchal, having affured the 

duke of Savoy of his warmeft fupport, if it 

fhould be found neceffary, departed from Tu- 

tin, and returned to Dauphiny *. 


© His, du Connet. de Lefdiguieres, 
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Mean while the duke of Monteleon, the 
Spanifh ambaffador in France, affured the 
court of Paris, that the views of Philip in 
Italy were not thofe of ambition, butof juftice 
and peace. And this affurance being ac- 
compained by arguments that fpoke direétly 
home to the wants of fome courtiers, and the 
avarice of others, effectually changed thofe re- 
folutions which had been taken in favour of 
Charles Emanuel. The ftricteft orders were 
iffued that no troops fhould be levied in 
France, without the exprefs commiffion of the 
king. The defign of thefe orders was, either 
to oblige the duke of Savoy to give his con- 
{ent to an accommodation, on terms dictated 
by Spain, or to render him unable to carry on 
a war with that nation, fhould he refufe ic, | 


Bur the duke found firmer fupport in the 
wifdom and fortitude of the Venetian fenate 
than was to be expected from the feeble and 
flu€tuating counfels of France. That republic 
levied for his fervice a confiderable body of' 
French troops, and contributed, befides, a fup- 
ply of feventy-two thoufand ducats a month, 
for the purpofe of maintaining his army in 
Piedmont. The orders of the young king of 
France were in vain oppofed to the gold of 
Venice, the authority of Lefdiguierés, the 
fluke gf Mayenne, and other chiefs who en. 


couraged 
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couraged ali foldiers of fortune to crofs the 8 a x 
mountains, and to join the ftandard of the duke = 
of Savoy. But above all, Charles was encou- 

raged by the profpett of the duke of Nemours 

pouring d down into the plains of Milan, from the 
mountains of Savoy, at the head of an army 

of fix thoufand men. He was ignorant that 

the military preparations of this duke, was 

that which chiefly nourifhed the hope of vic- 

tory in the breaft of Toledo, 


Henry, duke of Nemours, chief of a The duke 
branch of the houfe of Savoy eftablifhed in jin the 
France, had been amufed by Charles Emanuel ‘pain vt 
with the hope of marrying a princefs of his Sepe 
family, for not a lefs fpace of time than fix 
or feven years. The difappointment made a 
deep impreffion on his mind, and filled him 
with refentment. Don Pedro, having learnt 
thefe circumftances, conceived the projet of 
fixing Nemaurs in the interefts of Spain, by 
Operating at once on his ambition, and that 
fpirit of revenge which was then his domincer+ 
ing paffion. He infinuated to his rankling 
mind, through the dukes of Guife and Monte~ 
leon, that on condition of his taking up arms 
on the fide of Spain againft his relation Charles 
Emanuel, the Spanjfh monarch would reward 
his fervices with the inveftiture of the duchy of 
Savoy. The duke of Nemours did not hefitate 
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to clofe with thefe terms. Counterfeiting an 
ardent defire to maintain the independency of 
that fovereign family whence he derived his 
origin, he raifed a force of feven thoufand 
men*, which he was about to lead into the 
heart of Savoy, while Toledo with a powerful 
army was ready to penetrate into Piedmont. 
But Charles Emanuel having difcovered the 
defigns of Nemours, inftantly fent orders to 
the govenor of Savoy to fecure thofe places 
which he had deftined for the reception of 
the troops of Nemours. And the prince of 
Piedmont haftening to the northern paffes of 
the Alps, feized the pofts on the route which 
a body of troops was to take, that had been 
Jevied by the Spaniards in Franche Compté 
and Burgundy. 


' In the mean time the duke of Nemours 
had taken the field, and penetrated through 
lofty mountains, and rugged and difficult ways, 
into the valley of Sizeri. This fmall diftrié& 
yielded to the fuperiority of his power, with- 
out much refiftance. He was preparing to 
to improve the advantage he had gained, and to 
prefs forward upon the other territories of Sa- 
voy, when part of his troops deferted him, 
carrying along with them the greater part of 
both the provifions and the ammunition. The 


* Batt. Nani, lib. ii, ango 1616. 
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froops that remained, being few in number, ae de 
and weakened exceedingly by hunger and ——-y 
thirft, ferved as paftime to the thepherds of ais 
the mountains, who harraffed and hunted them 

from one place to another. In this extremity 

the duke of Nemours implored the fuccour 

of Spain, thar he might be enabled to fave the 
remains of his army from inevitable ruin by 
crofling the Rhone; but the Spaniards were 

deaf to his prayers. They even refufed to fend 

him a fupply of bread and «mmunition, and 
debarred him from the liberty of lodging his 

troops in Franche Compté, a province which 

in thofe days belonged to the crown of Spain, 

In this defperate fituation he found relief in 

the generofity of Charles Emanuel, That 
magnanimous prince, at the interceffion of 
Lefdiguieres, and other chiefs of France, par- 

doned his revolt, and, on the difbanding of his 

troops, reftored him to the poffeffion of his 

eftates in Savoy 


Tue governor of Milan, in expectation chat Operations 
the irruption of the duke of Nemours into the ea 
dominions of Charles would diftract his mind, “™*™ 
and divert his arms, drew near with thirty 


thoufand men to the frontiers of Piedngont. 


_ * Mercare Francois, 1616. Hilt, du Regne de Louis 
XII. 
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and the Sefia, and fortified and garrifoned 
them at either end, he waited for a favourable 
opportunity of entering that country, his head- 
quarters being fixed at Candia and Villata. 
The duke of Savoy, on the other hand, lodged 
in Carefana and la Motta, in the province of 
Vercelli, with an army not exceeding twenty 
thoufand. After various fkirmifhes with the 
troops of Savoy with various fuccefs, Toledo 
having feparated his army into two divifions, 
ordered one of thefe to pafs the Sefia at Gat- 
tinara, and to join the other, which he was to 
condudt himfelf, near Crefentino, a town on 
the Po, on the confines of the principality of 
Vercilli and Montferrat. It was Don Pedro's 
defign, by this movement, to inclofe his ene- 
my by the Sefia with fortified bridges and fort 
Sandoval on the eaft, by the Po with Crefcenti- 
no on the fouth, and by taking and garrifoning 
St. Germano, a fortrefs equidiftant from both 
thefe rivers. Charles was now pofted in Sig- 
Hiano, a place environed with lakes and mo- 
raffes, and acceffible only by one narrow en- 
trance. This ftation the duke had chofen as 
being very convenient for the relief of Ver- 
cell, the reduction of which feemed the objec 
to which all the fteps of his adverfary ultimate. 
ly tended. As foon as he perecived that To. 

ledg 
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iedo directed his courle to Crefcentino, he rook 
mounted two thoufand mufqueteers behind an bs 
equal number of cavalry, and paffing bythe  '&6 
Spaniards with great fpeed, threw fuccours 

into that town fufficient for its protection. 

The Spanith general in revenge ravaged the 
villages of Piedmont; and Charles, from a like 
mative, thofe of Montferrat, 





Tue autamnal rains row overflowed the 
country on all fides, and the hoft#le armies lay 
for fome days inactive, the Savoyards in Cref- 
centino, the Spaniards in Livorno and Bianze, 
towns of Montferrat. The waters having fub- 
fided, Toledo, aided by the treachery or cow- 
ardice of the governor, made himfelf matter of 
St. Germano, the poffeffion of which was a 
confiderable ftep towards the reduction of Ver- 
celli, This important place was {till his aim, 
though, in order to obtain it, he made a feint 
of marching to Crefcentino. The duke con- 
ftantly harraffed his troops in flank, that by in- 
terrupting the march of his enemy, he might 
be enabled himfelf to preoccupy the plain of 
Apertole, where he might make fuch arrange- 
ments as would put it in his power either to 
give battle, or to ftand upon the defenfive, 
The fubtlety of the Spanifh commander, on 
this occafton, practifed a fuccefsful ftrata- 
gem againg the artful Charles Emanuel. ies 
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feemed to indicate an intention of obftracting 
the march of the Savoyards, even at the ex. 
pence of a bar‘le. Upon this the duke brings 
forward the fower of his army: into the van, 
expecting every moment to be attacked in 
front by the enemy. But the Spaniards, with 
ten thoufand foot and fome cavalry, fuddenly 
made an attack on his rear, confifting of four 
thoufand French infantry and fome cavalry, 
when they were filing through a wood. The 
Savoyards, ftruck with furprize and terror, be- 
gan to-retreat in the greateft confufion, but 
the duke faved his difmayed forces, if not 
from the difgrace, yet from the flaughter that 
commonly purfues a flying enemy. He dif- 
patched the intrepid count of St. George to 
check the purfuit of the victorious enemy, 
with a {elect band of five hundred mufketeers. 
‘Fhe brave refiftance of the count, and the 
quick approach of night, enabled the French 
troops in the fervice of Savoy to retreat with 
fafety to the, main body of the army. 


Tus duke, whofe fanguine temper con- 
templated the bright fide of every object, 
comforted him@lf under this misfortune, by. 
refieGang,. shat ic would revive the ancient 
animofities between the Spaniards and the 

French, 
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French, aril: that :this laf nation, enraged ac 
their late difcomfiture, would retrieve at once 
his Jofs and their own honour. With thefe 
fentiments he retired to Crefcentino. The 
feafon was now far advanced ; and Toledo, hay- 
ing in vain attempted to furprife Crefcentino, 
and finding that keeping the field ferved only 
to diminifh the number and impair the health 
of his troops, abandoned the pofts he poffeffed 
in Piedmont and Montferrat, having left gar- 
rifons only in Trino, St. Germano, and Gat- 
tinara. This laft was a town which command- 
ed a paffage over the Sefia, and which had 
been reduced under the power of the Spaniards 
by Don Sancho del Luna, governor of the 
caftle of Milan 


Tue duke of Savoy, through exceffive fa- 
tigue and agitation of mind, about this time 
contracted an illnefs, which, concurring with 
the rigour of the advancing feafon, feemed to 
promife on his part a refpite from all hottili- 
ties. He could not take the field in perfon, 
and was even unable to walk abroad. In this 
irkfome confinement the activity of his mind 
amufed the tedious hours by forming various 


+ Batt. Nani, hb, ii. 1616, Levaffur. tom. iii. Mere. 
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projets and ftratagems of war. ‘And, unde¥ 
his prefent infirmities; he fele a fenfible con 
folation in the capacity, bravery, and filial af- 
feétion of four illuftrious fons, who were ready 
to execute with fidelity and alacrity whatever 
he fhould command them to perform. The 
duke of Nemours having been conftrained to 
lay down his arms, the prince of Piedmont 
repafied the mountains by the vally of Aoftay 
and conducted his troops to Ivrea. Here he 
received orders to lead them againft Gattinara, 
in which was a Spanifh garrifon of four thou- 
fand men, The prince did not hefitate tocarry 
the orders of the duke his father into exeuction. 
But yielding to the remonftrances of his moft 
experienced officers, he exchanged an enter- 
prize which appeared to be impracticable, for 
another which might be accomplifhed without 
difficulty, and which was not of Icfs im- 
portance. 


Tus principality of Mafferano is bounded 
on the eaft by the river Sefia, and in every 
other quarter by the territories of the duke of 
Savoy; a circumftance which naturally pla- 
ced it under the protection of Spain. Toledo, 
with a view to ftrengthen that chain by which 
he defigned to inveft and ftraiten Vercelli, had 
made an offer to the prince of Mafferano to 

garrifon 
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garrifon his capital, and alfo the fortrefs of BOOK 
Crevalcor with Spanifh forces, The prince, 
aware of the danger of fuch a meafure, chofe e619, 
rather to undergo the hazard of an irruption 
from Piedmont than to refign the finews of his 
power into the hands of Toledo, He retum- 
ed the governor thanks for his proffered aid, 
but expreffed a hope that it would not be ne- 
ceffary. Toledo had in the mean time march- 
ed his troops to the banks of the Sefia, and 
feemed ready to pour into the territories of 
Mafferano. In this fituation of affairs, the 
prince of Piedmont, by a concealed and for- 
ced march, furprifed and invefted the capital 
of that fimall ftate, which opened its gates 
without refiftance. He now marched againtt 
Crevalcor, with eight thoufand foot and four 
thoufand horfe. He appeared before the walls 
of that place on the 27th of January, and 
having feized all the avenues by which it 
might receive relief, he foon made a breach 
in the walls, and took the town by affaule, 
The terrified inhabitants fled before the 
flaughtering fword, direfting their trembling 
fteps towards the caftle. Miulritudes were 
trodden to death in this fcene of confufion 
and horror, and eager in the conteft to-enter 
through that narrow gate which was the only 
avenue of life. A very few made their way in- 
Vo. II. H "te 
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to the caftle. The reft were cither taken pri 
foners or flain by the fword. 


Tue prince of Mafferano, as foon as he 
learnt the hoftile defigns of Victor Amadeus, 
had implored that aid which he had formerly 
rejected. And the governor of Milan had im- 
mediately difpatched to his relief Don Sancho 
del Luna, with two thoufand foot and three 
hundred horfe; but in the mean time the 
caftle capitulated. And, in too late an at- 
tempt to relieve it, Don Sancho, with many 
officers and private men, loft his life*. Thus 
the duke of Savoy contended with the power 
and the art of the marquis of Villa Franca, 
not without advantage. It is however proba- 
ble, that all the efforts of Charles Emanuel 
would have been repelled in the end, by the 
valour, difcipline, and ancient renown of the 
Spanifh arms, dire&ted by thé genius of To- 
ledo, if they had not been fupported by the 
magnanimous refolution of the maréfchal Lef- 
diguieres, equally to confult his own and the 
glory of France, in fpite of all the allurements 
and the threats of the mifled princes, by whom 
it was at that time governed. 


AxttHoucn fortune fometimes raifes the 
worthlefs and the weak to the higheft offices, 


* Batt. Nani, libs 1616. Merc. Frang. 1617. 
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“yet it muft have been fingular merit that, in 
times productive of great charadlers, could ex- 
alt 2 private gentleman of a very narrow for- 
tune, to the firlt dignity of a great kingdom 
that can be enjoyed by a fubje&. Francis de 
Bonne, with a patrimony of fifty crowns a 
year, rofe to the ftation of conftable of France, 
in oppofition to many rivals of noble birth 
and great power. He was of an agretable 
afpe&, a mild temper, and eafy manners; 
qualities which were not indeed very fhining 
in themfelves, but which contributed not a 
fittle to raife the marefchal Leidiguieres to 
fituations in which he had opportunities of 
difplaying the greateft talents and virtues®. 
His underftanding was manly and folid; he 
poffefled in an eminent degree the virtues of 
political and martial courage; and, though 
he was fufceptible both of friendthip and love, 
his ruling paffion was ambition. The duke of 
Savoy cultivated the fnendfhip of this man 
with uncommon attention, and practifed with 
unwearied diligence all his addrefs in order to 
gain fo important an acquifition. To the ma- 
refchal Lefdiguieres he fhewed all the refpeét 
due to a crowned head. If he received him at 
Turin, it was with the uemoft pomp and magni- 


* Amelot de la Houffaie. 
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BOOK ficence, If he addreffed him in writing, he be- 
~—— towed on him the endearing and Aattering ap- 
mets pellations of “good neighbour, and faithful 
friend.” He confulted him on every occafion: 

and the marefchal returned his confidence and 
affiduities with the fincereft fidelity and affec- 

tion. The attachment of Lefdiguieres to 
Charles Emanuel was well known to the court 

of Spain, and they endeavoured to counteract 

its effects by operating on his natural ambition. 

‘The king and queen of France, at the inftiga- 

tion of the Spanifh ambaffador, attempted to 

feduce him from the interefts of Savoy, by 
calling him to court in order to be invefted 

with the privileges and rank of a duke and 

peer, And, that he might be enabled to fup- 

port the magnificence of that character, the 

king of Spain offered him any fum of money 

he fhould be pleafed to demand, to be paid in 

any part of Europe. Thefe allurements fail- 

ing of fuccels, a fupply of money was offered 
fufficient to raife and maintain, for a year, an 

army of forty thoufand men, with a fuitable 

train of artillery, to be employed in making 
hinfelf matter of Savoy. Of this duchy the 

duke of Monteleon, in name of the Spanith 
monarch, offered him the inveftiture, on con- 

dition of his affifting.the Spaniards to conquer 
Piedmont. This temptation having been alfo 
refifted, 
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refifted, Monteleon engaged Louis to tran(- 
mit to the marefchal the moft peremptory or- 
ders to abftain from levying troops, and on no 
pretext whatever to move to the affiftance of 
the duke of Savoy. Thefe orders were in vain 
reiterated and enforced, at the defire of the 
feeble court of Paris, by the authority of the 
parliament of Grenoble. Lefdiguieres, in a 
letter to the king, reprefented to his majefty, 
in a firm though refpectful tone, that his duty 
called him to reftore the dignity of France in 
Italy, by fulfilling the engagements of that 
kingdom to the duke of Savoy, and chaftifing 
the perfidy and infolence of Spain. And he 
added, that, however treacherous counfels 
might beguile the good intentions of his ma- 
jefty for a time, he did not defpair of his pre- 
fent conduct meeting one day with the appro- 
bation of his fovereign *. 


On the nineteenth dav of December 1616, 
the marefchal Lefdiguieres, exhibiting a fig- 
nal proof of the greatnefs of his own mind, 
and the weaknefs of the crown of France, fet 
out from Grenoble, at the head of an army of 
feven thoufand foot and five hundred _horfe, 
raifed in Dauphiny by his own authority, and 
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at the expence of the republic of Venice, 
Having croffed the Alps in the midft of winter, 
he arrived at Turin on the third day of Janu- 
ary. Reinforced by fo confiderable a body of 
gallant troops, and encouraged by the pre- 
fence, reputation, and aid ofa great command- 
er, whofe natural abilities were matured by 
long expericnce in the military art, the duke 
of Savoy was elated with the hope of vindi- 
cating his own independence, and inflicting 
fevere vengeance on that haughty court, 
which threatened him with fubjection, The 
united forces of Lefdiguieres and the duke 
were irrefiftible, St. Damiano, Alba, and 
Montiglio, with other places of inferior im- 
portance, reduced under the power of Charles, 
with a rapidity correfponding to the ardour of 
his mind, nourifhed his hopes of making other 
conquefts ftill more important. The reduc- 
tion of Montiglio is eminently diftinguithed, 
not by any noble difplay of generofity or 
courage, but by an incident extremely humi- 
liating to man, as it reminds him how much 
he partakes of the nature of thofe ftrocious 
and noxious animals which are the conftant 
objects of his hoftiliry and abhorrence. A con- 
teft having arifen concérning the garrifoning 
of that-fortrefs between the French and the 
Savoyards, the fierce difputants, enflamed by 

their 
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thear engagement with the common enemy, 
direfted their unfettled fury and reeking 
fwords againft each other, Upwards of a 
hundred had fallen on either fide, before the 
authority of the general, the count of St. 
George, was able to prevent a mutual and 
complete maffacre. The favage thirft of 
blood being now excited, and incapable of be- 
ing fuddenly quenched, loudiy demanded an in- 
human gratification, and found icin the flauch- 
ter of the garrifon that had capitulated on fa- 
vourable terms 


Tue difcontents in France had now drawn 
to a crifis which threatened the crown with all 
the violence of civil war, Thefe difcontents 
Charles Emanuel, as above related, had a!- 
fiduoufly nourifhed with his ufval dexterity 
and addrefs. But the molt enlightencd ge- 
nius fees not far into futurity, and often the 
mot fagacious ambition blindly Jabours for its 
own deftruétion. The inteftine difcords and 
commotions of France obliged the king to re- 
call Lefdiguieres ; and inftantly the marquis 
of Villa Franca, who yielding to a torrent 
which could not be rififted, had refolved to 
confine his troops within narrow limits, and to 
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act wholly on the defenfive, renewed his at- 
tacks on the duke of Savoy, commencing his 
operations with the fiege of Vercelli. He fat 
down before this important place towards the 
end of May, witha (trong army and a very 
preat train of artillery. When Charles was in- 
formed that the governor of Milan had begun 
to put his troops in motion, he was not at a 
lofs to difcover his intention ; and, with a view 
to difappoint it, having fpeedily increafed the 
garrifon of Vercelli to the number of four 
thoufand, he determined to march his army. 
from Gabbiana, and, by reducing «he fortrefs 
of Ponteflura, to oppofe, with advantage, the 
progrefs of the Spanifh army. But, while he 
meditated this feheme, he difcovered that 
other dangers threatencd him than the fiege of 
Vercelli, 


Don Prpro, conftraincd to relinquifh for a 
time all open attacks on the flates of Charles 
Emanuel, had employed the natural fubtilty ofhis 
active mind in laying plots againft that prince’s 
perfon and family. Different perfons were fu- 
borned to cut off the duke by affaflination or 
by poifon; anda confpiracy was formed by cer- 
tain French officers of the garrifon of St. Ja to 
feize the prince of Piedmont, who commanded 
that fortrefs, and’ to deliver him into the 

hands 
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hands of the Spaniards. The diftovery of 3° O® 
thefe ignominiaus plots * diverted the defign of 
the 





1617, 


It is remarkable, that, although there never was a 
peopic more diftinguifhed than the Spaniards for honour 
and fidelity, yet there is not any period in the hiftory of 
any nation more difgraced by plots and confpiracies than 
that which forms the fubje€t of this narrative. When 
refentment, ambition, or other paffions, cannot find gra- 
tification openly, ard in the dire¢t road of fuperior force, 
they have recourfe to ftratagem, as fally appears from the 
hiftory of nations as we!! aa individuals. Perhaps, too, 
ideas of fuperior dignity havea tendency to blunt the fenfe 
of injuftice committed againit inferiors. The different 
prices or compenfatious for wounds, and even for mur- 
ders, that took place about eight hundred years ago, in fo 
many nations of Europe, is a ftriking proof how much this 
iniquitous fentiment naturally prevails in the human 
mind, There is as great injuitice in wantonly maiming, 
or otherwife torturing or putting to death, a dog, a hosfe, 
or other animal, as there would be in wounding or deftroy- 
ing aman; yet there are but few whofe confciences would 
be ftung with remorfe at the commifiion of fuch crimes; 2 
matter which is to be accounted for only from that ime 
meafurable diftance which our fancy, {till more than na- 
ture, interpofes between men and the inferior animals, 
and which precludes all fympathy. A nation accuftomed 
to think itfelf vaftly foperior in dignity to all others, and 
to arrogate to itfelf an exclufive privilege of dominion, 
fancies it has a right of afferting that privilege by all 
means, however inconfiftent with juftice. The inhabit- 
ants of Calais were {ayed from the furious refentment of 
Edward Ill. of England by the tranfcending virtue of fix 
of their fellow-citizens, who devoted themfelves to certain 
defirudtion for the fake of their relations, friends, and com- 
panions : the condition required by that haughty and cruel 
conqueror. Thele fix heroic burgeffes were faved from 

death, 
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the duke again{t Ponteftura, by fummoning his 
attention to cares more immediate and urgent. 
The conviction and punifhment of confpirators 
and affaffins employed that critical time which 
would otherwife have been occupied in prevent- 
ing the fiege of Vercelli, or, by plentiful ftores 
of provifions and ammunition, to prepare it for 
a vigorous refiftance. 


Tux Gege had not been continued above fix- 
teen days, when the Savoyards were reduced to 
the necefiity of fupplying the place of iron 
balls and lead with tin and ftones. The quan- 
tity of their powder alfo was infufficient; nor 
could all the efforts of Charles encourage the 
gallantry of the befieged by a freth fupply. 
Two hundred and fifty cavalry, with facks of 
powder of twenty-five pounds each, were way- 
Jaid in their concealed march to Vercelli, 
throygh the vigilance of Toledo; and the fire 
of the Spaniards having been communicated to 
fuch inflammable materials, only thirty of that 


death, not by the generofiry of Edward, but by the im- 
portunity and tears of his queen. Yet this prince was 
profufe in his civilities to the French officers, who, about 
the fame time, had fallen into his hands, although their 
bravery was not to be compared with that of the burgeffes, 
Had fix knights appeared before him in the guife of male- 
factors, inftead of fix citizens, he would have been fhock- 
ed at the idea of ordering them tobe led to execution, and 
‘have beca full in his praifes of their fignal patriotifm and 
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number made their way into the place of their 8 Qe 5 
deftination, Two bundred and twenty horfes, 
with their riders, miferably perifhed in one 
fudden conflagration; yet the befieged made a 
gallant defence, and repulfed the Spaniards, in 
different fallies, with great Naughter. The afe 
failants made a furious effort tocarry the place 
by a general affaule; but, if the valour of the 
Spaniards was animated by the love of glory and 
the hope of plunder, the Savoyards, anticipat- 
ing in their imaginations the calamities and 
horrors that awaited themfelves, and objects 
ftill dearer to them than life, in cafe of defeat, 
were roufed with che fury of defpair. The 
fteady bravery of the befiegers gave way on this 
occafion to the rage which impelled the befieg- 
ed; and, in the firft moment of their retreae, 
a hundred cuiraffiers, fallying with their {words 
in their hands into the ditch, made a diead- 
ful carnage. Fifteen hundred men perithed on 
the fide of Spain ; on that of Sayoy not an hun- 
dred. The duke of Savoy, being informed 
of the defperate intrepidity of his faithful gar- 
rifon, was filled with all thofe emotions which 
the fidelity, bravery, and danger of men fuf- 
fering in his caufe, were naturally fitted to pro- 
duce in his generous mind, He attempted a 
fecond time, fecretly, to convey ammunition 
aod provifion into Vercelli; but loft by thar 

fruitlefs 


ee 
1617. 


108 


HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 


BOOK fruitlefs effort four hundred men. Atlaft, ex- 
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afperated by repeated difappointment, he drew 
near to the Spanifh camp by night, by ftorm- 
ing or even making a feint of ftorming which, 
he hoped to be able to fuccour Vercelli. Hav- 
ing ranged: his troops along the banks of the 
Sefia, he fent a ftrong detachment over that 
river, in feparate parties, under the marquis 
D'Urfe, who was repulfed by a body of Span- 
ifh horfe with the lofs of fix hundred men. 
This bold meafure of the duke was not whol- 
ly without fuccefs; for while the Spaniards 
haftened to oppofe the Savoyards in that quar- 
ter where D’Urfe dircéted his attack, a thou- 
fand men, loaded with ammunition, made 
their way into Vercelli by another. But this 
fcanty fupply was far from being fufficient ; 
and, befides this circumftance, the garrifon was 
now greatly diminifhed by the accidents of 
war and the fatigues of duty. In this fitua- 
tion were the befieged, when Toledo, on the 
agth of July, which, being the feftival of St. 
James, was deemed forcunate for Spain, made 
a general affault, and effected a lodgment in a 
baftion, againft which, from the commence- 
ment of the fiege, he had principally directed 
the fury of his artillery. The garrifon, at that 
inftant, demanded and obtained honourable 
terms of capitulation ; their baggage, and arms, 

and 
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and all the honours of war. Toledo, having 30.0 & 
garrifoned Vercelli, and levied very high con- ; 
tributions on the inhabitants, marching his  ‘*! 
army along the courfe of the Tanarus, reduced, 

under the power of Spain, Soleri, Felician, 

and Anona, with other places, the poffeffion of 

which he hoped would pave the way to the ex- 

ecution of an enterprize he meditated againit 

the important city of Afti *. 


tragi ? Tragiral 
An unexpected and tragical event ine ahe 
France interrupted the career of Toledo in marcithal 


Italy. Concino Concini, and Eleanor Galis aritel 
gai, afterwards the marefchal and the lady cane 
marefchal D’Ancre, made their firlt appearance 
at the court of Paris in the train of Mary de 
Medicis, on her firft arrival in that city from 
Florence. Their abilities and addrefs, aided 
by that fympathy which men feel for their 
compatriots, however humble their rank of 
life, when in the courfe of Providence they 
accompany or meet each other in foreign Jands, 
fo gained on the favour of the indulgent queen, 
that fhe raifed them to a degree of power in- 
tolerable to the nobles, and odious to the peo- 
ple. Depending on the queen-regent, they 
depended alfo on Spain, the great prop of her 


* Batt. Nan, lib. iii Hift. du Regne de Louis XII. 
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BO°K power, and were naturally devoted to the ir 
——— terefts of a crown, which; by fupporting 
— Mary’s, fupported alfo their authority. In 
order to prolong the period of their borrowed 

power, they diverted the thoughts of Lewis, 

now of age, from matters of ftate, by en- 
couraging him in the purfuit of thofe youthful 
amufements which had hitherto occupied ail 

his time, and engroffed all his attention. The 

more effectually to fix his mind in an indiffe- 

rence towards all political objects, they pro- 

vided him with companions of his own age, 

whole fociety, they unagined, would amufe his 

leifure, and heighten by fympathy his rekith for 

thofe pleafures to which he was addicted. 

Albert de Among thefe, Charles Albert de Luines, a 
concrthe Young gentleman of Avignon, was ditinguith- 
aM tinget ed for the handfomenefs of his perfon, the 
Franc. wracefulnefs of his air, and the obliging po- 
licenefs of his behaviour. He gained by 

degrees the affection and confidence of his 

young fovereign, and was indulged, at ail 

times, with familiar accefs to his perfon. 

Concini perceived the afcendant this young 
favourite-had acquired over the king; and, 

in order to attach him to himfelf, preferred 

him to the government of Amboife. But 

Luines, prompted by his own ambition, and 
encouraged by the murmurs and difcontents 

that 
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that pervaded the kingdom, gave fuch an ac- BOOK 
count of the conduct and defigns of his bene- 
factor, as filled the inexperienced mind of his 
prince with horror, and perfuaded him that 
the prefervation of his own life, as weil as his 
power, depended on the death of the mare- 
fchal D’Ancre. Vitri, captain of the guards, 
undertook and accomplifhed the bloody pur- 
pofe of facrificing the life of the marefchal to 
the fufpicions of the king. On the 2oth of 
April the unforunate Florentine carelefily en- 
tered within the gate of the royal palace of 
the Louvre, which was inftantly fhut behind 
him, and was walking towards the apartments 
of the queen-regent, reading a letter as he 
went, when the captain of the guard arrefted 
him, in the name of the king, and beckoned 
to his accomplices, who {tood by him in anxi- 
ous expectation of chat fignal. Three affaf- 
fins, at that inftant, poured the contents of 
their fire-arms into his body, which, after he 
had fallen dead on the ground, they fpurned, 
and cut in different parts with their fwords ; 
but the populace, greedy of every opportunity 
of giving vent to the animal ferocity of their 
nature, and zealous on all occafions to avenge 
on the powerful and great the unequal diftri- 

butions of fortunc, dug up the mangled corpfe 

of Concini, which had beea ignominioufly bu- 

ried, 
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BOOK ned, and dragged it in horrid triumph alorig 
———— the ftreets of Paris. They afterwards, hav- 


1617, 


ing cut it in fmall pieces, roafted and inhu- 
manly devoured it; and happy was the man 
who could obtain the f{malleft morfel of the 


favage facrifice *. 


Tue wretched Galigai was condemned to 
death, on pretence of forcery. She exerted 
on her trial, and in her Jaft moments, a con- 
ftancy and ftrength of mind, which the melt- 
ing {pc&tators compared with the fortitude of 
Socrates, and contrafted with thofe tears which, 
not many years before, difgraced the exit of 
the intrepid duke of Biron. 


Tue authority of the queen-regent was an- 
nihilated by the ftroke which cut off the mare- 
{chal D’Ancre; and Luines, who fucceeded to 
all the power of that ftranger, agreeably to the 
¢ommon conduc&t of new minifters in all na- 
tions, departed at fift from ihe maxims, 
and vehemently arraigned the condué of his 
predeceffor. He particularly exclaimed againft 
that uniform deference which had been fhewn 
by the former adminiflration to the counfels 


* Bernard Hiftoire de Louis XIII. Siri Mem. te¢on. 
tom. iv. Relation de la mert. da marefchal d’Ancre. 
Journal de Baffompierre. Memoires d’Amelot de bs 
Honffaie. 
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ef Rome and Madrid *. In this temper was 
the court of France when news arrived of the 
furrender of Vercelli. Immediately it was re~ 
folved to fuccour the duke of Savay. Lef- 
deguicres once more crofied the mountains with 
twelve thoufand foot, and two thoufand horfe, 
In his train were maay lords and gentlemen of 
France, volunteers, among whom was the 
great duke of Rohan at the head of three 
fquadrons of cavalry, The ordera of the 
marefchal. were ftrenuoufly to aid the duke 
of Savoy in his efforts to recover his own 
dominions, but not to involve the caure of 
France in a war with Spainy by infulting 
either the territories of Milan or Mantua. 
But Lefdiguieres had greater objeé}s: in view 
than to expel Don Pedro from the coatts of 
Savoy. The military reputation of the Span- 
ith commander, inftead of repreffing the cou- 
rage of the marefchal, filled him with an ar- 
dent defire to take the field againft an antago- 
nift whofe genius and vigour would give full 
exercife to all his abilities and experience, and 
qver whom a victory would be truly giorious. 
However, making a fhew of refpect to his ma- 
jefty’s commands, he ordered his troops to lay 


-* Siri Mem. recond, tom. iv: p. 68. Relation de le 


Mort de Marcfchal d’Ancre. Memoires de Rohan, 
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a00K afide for 2 while the colours of France, and to 
= ‘wear thok of Savoy. 
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Down Pepro pz Torzpo, after the redac- 
tion of Vercelli, had diftributed his army, 
for the purpofe of refrefhment, in different 
towns and villages of Montferrat, but chiefly 
in thofe of the province of Alexandria. In 
the midft of all his quarters lay the village of 
Feliziano, which was flightly barricadoed, and 
defended by two thoufand men. The expe- 
rienced eye of Lefdiguieres quickly perceived, 
that, by furprifing this centrical ftation, he 
would deprive the Spaniards of the moft pro- 
per place of rendezvous in their poffeffion, and 
prevent ajunction of their divided forces. He 
communicated thefe ideas to Charles Ema- 
nuel. The duke was at firft ftruck with the 
danger of attempting an entreprize againft a 
place furrounded by the pofts of the enemy; 
but Lefdiguieres infifted that by a nocturnal, 
rapid, and unexpefted march, it would not be 
difficult, but, on the contrary, a very eafy mat- 
ter to make the duke matter of Feliziano, 
from which centre he might turn his fucceff- 
ful arms againft the other quarters of the 
Spaniards with great glory and advantage. 
Charles acquiefcing in the reafoning, or yield~ 
ing to the authority of the marefchal, an ex. 

pedition 
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pedition was concerted againft Feliziano. :90 x 
Thither the combined army began to march; =v, 
as foon as the darknefs of the night favoured #8" 
the efterprize, in three divifions, The van 
was led by the marefchal Lefdiguieres, the 
miain body by the duke of Savoy, afid Shom- 
berg, marefchal of the camp, brought up the 
rear with the artillery. But Charles Emanuel, 
taught by the reduction of Vercelli to refpecé 
the valour of the Spaniards, and the abilitiés 
of the marquis of Villa Franca, bethought 
himéelf, after the troops under Lefdiguieres 
had moved, that the fituation and motions of 
the Spaniards rendeted the expedition on which 
he had entered extremely dangerous ; he there- 
fore fent a courier to the miarefchal, advifing 
him to return on his fteps. The tnarefchal, 
who, in an advanced age, poffeffed all the fire 
of youth, replied to the meflenger with much 
emotion, “ I have followed the profeffion of 
arms above fifty years without having ever 
turned by back on the enémy; ari honour of 
which I. am determined miy condué on this 
day fhall not deprive me. There is sips 
thame in retreating than dariger in going on.” 
Having faid this, he jumped out of the litter 
in which be had hitherto been borne; and, 
notwithftanding fome feverth fyinpeomis that 
were about him, mounted on horfeback, ee 
12 
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himfelf at the head of his troops, and con- 
tinued his march*. He arrived at Feliziano 
about the dawning of the day; and the duke 
of Savoy having joined him foon after with 
the main body of the army, which he con- 
ducted by a private way with aftonifhing ce- 
lerity, the place was immediately invefted and 
taken by affault. All the common foldiers, 
and many of the inhabitants, were put to the 
fword, The officers were made prifoners. 
Not a man of Feliziano efcaped with his li- 
berty and his life +. Quatordeci, Renfracora, 
Anona, Rocea, and Nice, were alfo quickly 
fubdued by the united arms of Charles Ema- 
nuel and Lefdiguieres, the rapidity of whofe 
conquefts, in the fpace of a week, weakened 
the Spanifh army by a lofs of more than five 
thoufand men. Don Pedro now abandoned 
his defign of befieging Afti, and retreated 
from Soleri into the Milanefe; all his foree, 
vigilance, and art, being neceffary to put that 
country in a pofture of defence againft the 
threatened irruptions of the duke of Savoy. 
But the duke of Monteleon having affured the 
king of France that Vercelli fhould be’ re- 
ftored, and the treaty of Afti executed with 


* Hit, do Regne de Louis XIE. “et des Evenements 
peipanx, &c. 
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fidelity and promptitude on the part of Spain, OOK 
Lefdiguieres was recalled in the full career of 
vidtory. The marefchal, having in vain re.  *!7 
monttrated that the prefent juncture prefented 

a glorious opportunity for recovering the Mi- 

Janefe to the crown of France, yielded obedi- 

ence to the reiterated commands of his fove- 

reign, Toledo agreed to a ceffation of arms, 

and promifed to ufe his utmoft endeavours to 
effe€tuate an entire accommodation, and, par- 
ticularly, came under an engagement to Be- 

thune, at Pavia, the gth of October, that, on 
condition of the duke’s difbanding his army, 

and reftoring the places he had taken in the 

courfe of the current month, he on his part 
would give up Vercelli, with the other places 

he had feized, and difarm his troops, in Noe 
vember, This agreement being made, the 
marefcha] marched back to Grenoble *. But 

the minifters of Spain, not fatisfed with the 

return of the French troops into Dauphiny, 
remonftrated to the court of France, that 

the keeping on foor fo great a force, fo neay 

the confines of Savoy, would be an infraétion 

of the treaty of Afti. They declared tha 
Vercilli would not be delivered up to Charle 
Emanuel, while the Swifs troops hovered in 


* Hitt du Connetable de Lefdiguieres, liv, ix. 
13 the 
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the county of Vaux, and his friend, Lefdly 
guieres, was ready, on the thorteft notice, tq 
march to his aid at the head of an army, 
Lewis, who was willing to maintain the jnde- 
pendency of Savoy, but averfe to any violent 
rupture with the Catholic king, not only dif- 
banded his own troops in Dauphiny, but alfo 
urged Charles, to preclude Toledo from every 
pretext of war, by laying down in good earneft 
his arms; affuring him of his warmeft fupport 
and protetion, in cafe the Spaniards thould 
attempt, either by open force or fecret artifice, 
to elude the execution of the treaties of Pavia 
and Afti, The promife of the king having 
been warranted, at his majefty’s defire, by the 
fuperior authority and credit of the marefchal 
Lefdiguieres, Chgrles Emanuel difbanded his 
army. Upon this the French ambaffadors, 
Modene and Bethune, went from Turin to the 
governor of Milan to affure him of this fact, 
and to engage him to imitate the dukes’s pa- 
cificexample. They foon perceived, from his 
affected difficulties and evafions, not only that 
he had no mind to reftore Vercelli, but that it 
was his intention to make frefh attacks on the 
duke of Savoy. 


Lewis, who, in the folitude of rural fcenes 
and amufements, had hitherto concealed an 
eleyated 
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‘elevated courage, was mowed with equal in- BOOK 
dignation and furprize at the treacherous con- es 
duct of Toledo. “I am not at a lofs, faid he gant 
to the Spanifh ambaffador, to conjecture the jan sverfo 
caufe to which I ought to afcribe the delays °*"* 
of Spain to give fatisfaCtion to the duke of 
Savoy. The king, your matter, thinks I dare 

not go out of my kingdom without leaving it 

full of diftra€tions; but U with him to know 

that itis not altogether in fo bad a condition as 

he imagines it to be; and, if my kingdom 

fhould be ruined, and my fovereignty annihi- 

lated by my abfence, I am determined to crofs 

the mountains, asd at the hazard of my life 

and of my crown, to fulfill my promife to the 

duke of Savoy, and to oblige the king of 

Spain to make good his word to me.” The 

voice, the looks, and geftures of the young king, 

made an impreffion on the mind of Monte~ 

leon, which he communicated to the court of 
Madrid. Orders were immediately difpatch- 

ed from thence to the government of Milan 

to execute with promptitude and good faith 

all the articles of the treaties of _.fti and Pa- 

via *. But the court of Spain found that it was 

as hard a tafk to incline the marquis of Villa 16:8 


® Difcours de ce qui s*e& paflé dans le Piedmont et 
Yetat de Milan, &c, Aped Hift, du Regne de Louis XUL 
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a 00K France to peace, #s it had been to rouze Inof; 
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ofa to arths. His firft excufe for not difbarid - 
ing ‘his troops was, that the Swifs regiments, 
lately in Piedmont, had not returned to their 
own country, but halted in the country of 
Vaux, ‘ready to obey the nod of the duke of 
Savoy, from whom they ftill drew their ufual 
pay. Bethune protefted, in writing, that the 
troops of the duke were difbanded, and charged 
Toledo’ with all the calamities that might 
arife from his difbelief of a matter of fact, of 
which he might eafily obtain the moft un- 
doubred evidence. The governor, driven from 
this ground, privately offered the duke of 
Savoy the greatci advantages, if he would 
abandon ve connections with Yenice and 
France, and unite his interefls with thofe of 
Spain, Provided that Vercelli fhould remain in 
the hands of the Spaniaids, and that Cafal 
fhould alfo be added to the {tate of Milan, he 
prosiifed to extend the dominion of Charles 
ver all the reft of Montferrat. This artifice 
hayl ng failed of fuccefs, he endeavoured to 
perfitade the duke 6f Mantua to infift on a 
cp peafition for’ damages, Snd on, what he 
had always fo ‘much at heart, “the liberty of 
punifhing fuch ,of the. fubjects of Montferrat 
wsshad. efpoufed: the: caufe of his. adverfary. 
Bur neither cid this flratagem fucceed. He 

next 
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next had recourfe to a contrivance which ht Hoo 

deemed infallible; he attempted to excite the neuer 

jealoufy of the duke’ of Savoy by circulating ie 

whifpers, that, when Ferdinand fhould be re~ 

ftored to the fovereignty of Montferrat, the 

houfe of Gonzaga would give it upto Spain, in 

exchange for other poffeffions. But Charles 

having difregarded thefe falfe reports, Don 

Pedro devifed yet another expedient, which 

might fubdue the wary but fpirited duke, by 

provoking his indignation. His fecretary, Ca- 

rone, who was then at Milan along with the 

French ambaffadors, Toledo haughtily or- 

dered inftantly to leave the territories of Spain, 

and to go about his bufinefs. By this artificé 

he furprifed the mind of Charles, and gained 

an advantage over his underftanding through 

the agency of his paffions. The high- 

fpirited duke, not adverting that Toledo was 

now practifing fuch ingenious ftratagems on 

his own mind, as he himfelf had employed 

when he carried on a war of wit on thar 

of Inoiofa, inftandy fufpends the evacuation 

of the places he had taken, and fends advice 

to Modene and Bethunc to return from Milan, 

The fubtelty of the Spaniard (fuch is the.ad- 

yantage of making an attack !) would haye 

triumphed over that of the Savoyard, which 

was equal, if not fuperiar, had not the French 
ambaf- 
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pooK ambafladors conjured the latter not to make 


. 
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fport to the former, who fought for nothing 
elfe than a pretext for reviving hoftilities. 
The duke, admonifhed by the prudence of 
thefe minifters, reftored, on the 6th of April, 
all the places he poffeffed in Montferrat : he 
alfo evacuated Zucarello, Anone, and Maffe- 
rano, and every other fief he had feized of the 
empire. His prifoners he delivered into the 
hands of the French ambaffadors. News hav- 
ing arrived of all thefe things at Milan, the 
govenor, equally furprifed and chagrined, ex- 
claimed, * It appears that the treaty of Afti 
mutt at laft be executed, fince heaven and 
earth will have it fo*.” He releafed his pri- 
foners, and evacuated St. Germano, but ftill 
held fat poffeffion of Vercelli, 


Tux court of Madrid, in the mean time, 
had fent repeated and pofitive orders to ful- 
fil all the conditions, without exception, of 
the treaty of Afti; and, in order to give the 
world a ftriking proof how much they difap. 
proved the conduct of Don Pedro, they de- 
termined to recall him, and to appoint the 
duke of Feria his fucceffor in the government 
of Milan. This intention was not kept a {e- 
eret from Don Pedro, yet he perfevered in 
the invention of new evafion. It is not 


* Batt. Nan. Hid, lib. iif. anno 1613. 
con- 
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confiftent, faid he, with the honour of the Book 
monarchy to reftore Vercelli, while the French es 
ambeffadors remain at Milan. The reftitution **** 
of that place muft not feem to be extorted by 

the threatenings of France, but to be, as it 

really is, a voluntary deed on the partof Spain.”” 

This pretext was removed by the immediate 
departure of Modene and Bethune. “ Before 

I give up Vercelli, faid Don Pedro, once more, 

I infift that Garefio (a town of Montferrat be- 
Jonging to the count de St. George, but now 
garrifoned by the troops of Savoy) thall be re~ 

ftored to its rightowner.” Garefio was reftor- 

ed; and Toledo, all his artifices being now ex- 
haufted, began with proud reludtance and by 

flow degrees, tocarry away from Vercelli theam- 
munition and the arms. But, after this operation 

was begun, he bethought him of yet another 
pretext for gaining time. He required a new 
promife from Charles Emanuel, that he would 

not give any occafion of offence to the duke of 
Mantua; but the minifters of Ferdinand, im- 
patient of thefe multiplied delays, and more 
fulpicious of Toledo himfelf than of any of the 

princes of Italy, declared in writing, to his great 
vexation, that they required not any other affur- 
ances of the pacific intentions of the duke 

ef Savoy than thole they had already ob- 
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‘Mitn’s aftonifhment at the public conduct of 
the ‘marquis of Villa Franca was heightened 
when they remarked its coincidence with that 
of the duke of Offuna. 


Don Pepro Giron, knight of the Golden 
Fleece, and a grandee of the firft clafs of Spain, 
inherited from a long line of anceftors the 
pride of noble birth, and the command of a 
princely fortune: circumftances which are 
fYometimes indeed found in conjunction with 
tMeanncfs of fentiment, but which foftered that 
natural fublimity of imagination that carried 
Offuna to purfue grand defigns by extraordi- 
nary means. His temper was uncommonly 
fervent, and his fancy lively even to extrava- 
gance. Hence, though his underftanding was 
quick and.penetrating, his conduct was neither 
regulated by the common maxims of policy 
and P udénce, nor his demeanour, in the in- 
tercourtes of life, by the rules of propriety 
and decorum. In the prefence of his fove- 
reign, “he would talk with a gaiety and bold- 
nefs unknown in the courts of kings, and which 
appeared to the fage gravity of his compatriots 
to. border upon madnefs, But his converfa- 
tion inall companies, and on all occafions, was 
adorned with a brilliancy of ‘wit, which, in the 
eyes of moft men, would more than compen- 
fate many levities and indifcretions. This duke 
i) 
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is juftly cenfured’ by grave hiftorians for his 3 9,9 ¥ 
gallantries, which were not veiled or palliated —~— 
by delicacy of fentiment; but, on the contrary, 
fenfual, open, and licentious, Yet that grof. . 
fer fpecies of love was attended with this ad- 
vantage, that it left his mind free and difen- . 
gaged, and did not interfere in any refpec: 
with his projects of ambition *. He had fery- 
ed in the anny in the war with the United, 
Provinces, in a high rank, and with great, 
glory; and his merit, as a foldier, was eithes. 
the caufe, or as oftener happens in courts, the., 
pretext for his preferment to the important. 

{tation of viceroy of Naples. In this ftation . 
he amazed the world with the fingularity of 
his character, and ditturbed its repofe by the 
boldnefs of his ambition +. 


Wuen the race of Ottoman extended their pinoy 
conquefts from the Black Sea to the gulf of 9)! °*" 
Venice, a number of the ancient inhabitants 
fled from the terror of their irrefiftible arms, 
to the forefts and mountains on the frontiers of 
the countries now known by the name of 


* What was faid of Sylla is applicable to Offtuna. Vo- 
luptatem cupidus, glorie cupidior, otio, luxuriofo effe, 
tamen a negotiis nunqvam voluptas remorata. 

+ Bact. Nan. Hitt. della Republica Veneta, lib. iv. 1620. 
Hittoriz de Don Felippe IV. Rey de las Efpanas por Doa 
Goncalo de Cefpedes, Lib. fegundo, capiuulo feg. 
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zook Turkey in Europe. And, having acquired, 


v. 
ees 


34:8, 


from their wandering and unfettled manner of 

life, a ferocity of character, they gradually be- 

came carelefs of their herds and flocks, and 

fubfifted chiefly by hunting and rapine. The 
Ufcocchi, for that is the name by which thofe 
fugitives are diftinguifhed, were no longer 
that effeminate race which yielded without re- 
fiftance their fertile poffeffions to the invaftons 
of their enemies. Impelled by the hardfhips 
and the courage of barbarians, they made fre. 
quent inroads into the fertlements of their 
gonquerors, and fatisfied their wants by plun- 
der, while they gratified their revenge by de- 
vaftation, In this vagabond ftate they lived 
for many years, wartdering from place to place, 
fill dire€ting their courfe to thofe wild arid rugy- 
ed abodes which profperous nations avoid, but 
which the unfortunate court as the feats of free- 

‘dom. The Auftrian coafts on the confines of 
Iftria, broken by the operations of the elements 

into a thoufand rocks and creeks, and fmall 
iflands of difficult accefs, appeared a fit habi- 
tation to the Ufcocchi; and the emperor 
Ferdinand, defirous by all means to form s 
barrier again{t the irruptions of the Turks in- 

to Hungary, beftowed on this fierce and war- 

like people, the {trong town of Segna, which 

became their capital, In the neighbourhood 

of 
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of thefe fugitives lay the territories of 2 peo- BOOK 


ple fimilar in their origin, but more profperous 
in their fortune *, whofe wealth, both on fea 
and land, invited the rapacity of men who had 
no other profeffion than that of robbers and pi- 
rates, The Ufcocchi, inftead of punifhment 
for thefe offences, received protection from 
Ferdinand, archduke of Gratz, within whofe 
government Segna was fituated. This pro- 
duced a war between the Auftrians and the 
Venetians. The menaces of the Turks +, and 
the profpect of an expenfive election to the 
crown of Bohemia, foon inclined Ferdinand to 
hearken to terms of accommodation with the 
republic, whofe army, powerfully reinforced 
by foldiers of fortune from Holland, had in- 
vefted the capital of Goritia, and reduced it to 
the greateft extremity of diftrefs. The Spani- 
ards would have willingly furnifhed the means 
of carrying on a war againft a people that on 
every occafion ftrenuoufly oppofed their do- 
mineering {chemes in Italy. But their conteft 
with Charles Emanuel fully employed all their 
refources, and prevented a disjunction of their 


_© The Venetians found an afylam from the fury of At. 
tila, in the infignificancy fill more than the natural ftrength 
of fens and moraffes, 

¢ Winwood’s Memoirs, vol, iii. A letter from fir Dud- 
ley Carleton, dated Venice, 27th of February, 16:2. 
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20-0 Kk: forces. ‘Ket, whatever: cenfid: be done in. fa. 
ao _. vour-of. Ferdinand and the AHeobch!, Was ‘per- 


36:8. 


formed by the duke of Offung’and the nvarquis 
of. Villa Franca, Amidft te heat,of the can- 
paign ia Piedmont, Toledo kept ap a confider- 
able military force near the Venetian borders; 
and made other preparations, which feémed:-ta 
threaten a diverfion in favour of the Aufttians. 
This, the truce with the duke-gt Savoy:brought 
about by the marefchal Lefdiguicres, enabied 
Him afterwards ‘to accomplifh.. “While. Don 
Pedro, by his menaces, and by ‘his attacks on 
the Venetians ‘by land, endeavoured to relieve 
the Auftrians;; Offuna, by various operations. 
at fea, and with great fuceefs, laboured for the 
fame end,' By his orders, a Spanifh fleet cruiz- 
ed in the Miditerranean, in order to intercept 
any faccouts that might be fent to the republic 
by that channel; while another interrupted the 
{purces-of them wealth and power, by feizing: 
their merehent fhips in the Adriatic. Thefe 
were brought in triumph into the port of Naples, 
which became the rendezvous of corfaira and 
pirates. Here, fuch. of the Ufcocchi as -had: 
been driven from their ftrong-holds on the 
Auftrian coaft, found freedom of trade and per- 
fonal protcGtion. The profufe. genius of Qi- 
funa did not afford fhelees so the Uftocchi and 
other pirates that he might’ fhare in their plune 
der, but that he might culle& a fufficient num- 


ber 
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ber of defperate men for the execution of any #008 
daring enterprize. In the mean time, the gs 
Neapolitan merchants found means of repre- 2618, 
fenting to the court of Madrid, that the pira- 

tical trade which was now carried on at Na- 

ples, had ruined fair commerce, and of courfe 
diminifhed the royal revenues. Happily for 

the Neapolitans, their complaints coincided, 

both in time and intention, with the remon- 

ftrances of France. An order was difpatched 

to all the foreign minifters in Italy to fufpend 
hoftilities, as a negociation was now on foot 

for a general peace between Savoy and Spain, 

and the Venetians and Ferdinand of Auftria. 


THe marquis of Bedmar foon after paid his 
compliments to the Venetian fenate on its hap- 
py conclufion*; and Toledo withdrew the 
troops he had fent into. the ftates of the re~ 
public, into the territories of Milan. But Of 
funa, enraged at the very name of peace, fends 
a fleet into the Adriatic, under the command 


* Tt was agreed that the Venetians fhould reftore their 
conquelts without referve: and on the part of the Av- 
ftrians, that they fhould reftrain the piracies ofthe Ufcoccht; 
banifh their ring-leaders, and alfo the banditti of the re- 
public that lived among that people; that they thoul¢ 
change the governor of Segna, and bridle that place by a 
German garrifon; and, finally, that they fhould give up 
all the captores of Offana. 
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of the famous admiral Rivera, and deaounces 
immediate death again{t the man who hall dare 
to complain to the court of Madrid of the in- 
terruption of commerce. Both this fleet and 
that which was fent to oppofe it frorn Venice, 
aftera flight encounter, were difperfed by a 
ftorm. The Spaniards took fhelter in Brondi- 
fium, the Venetians in St. Croce, a port which 
they had oucupied for fome time, with a view 
to prevent Offuna from fortifying, as he threat- 
ened, feveral rocks on the confines of Ragufa, 
af{mall republic protected by the Turks. The 
Ragufians,a commercial people, were natural~ 
ly difpofed to give every encouragement to a 
power that difputed the empire of the Adriatic, 
with a nation whom they had long confidered. 
as their oppreffors: accordingly, they had re- 
ceived, at different times, Offuna’s fleets into. 
their harbours, and both refrefhed' them with: 
provifions and recruited them with failors. 
The Venetians now chaftifed this avowed par- 
tality for their enemies; and the Ragufians 
complained of their conduct, and reprefented 
their defigns as dangerous to the Ottoman Porte, 
A military force was immediately ftationed 
along the coafts of Dalmatia and Albany ; and 
Offuna, taking advantage of this circumftance, 
endeavoured to {pread, throughout all the 
Kealian ftates, the terror of a Turkith invafion, 
The beft poffible expedient on this alarming 

occafion, 


PHILIP IH. KING OF SPAIN, 432 


occafion, he faid, would be to ftrengthen his Boox 
hands with fuch a naval force as might be fuf- —_ 
ficient to defend the liberties of Europe, and 618. 
raife, among the infidels, the name of Chritti- 
ans. But the vigilance of the Venetian {e- 
nate difcovered, that at this very time Offuna 
was practifing on all the paffions which ufually 
determine the public conduct of the Porte, in 
order to draw the fury of their arms upon the 
ifland of Candia, at thattime fubject to the do- 
minion of the republic. This faét, announced 
to all the courts of Europe, confounded the 
fabety of Offuna, and left him, fora fhore 
time, without the refource of a fingle ftrata- 
gem. The Spanifh fect in the mean time, and 
numbers of privateers, continued to plunder 
the fhips, and to ravage the coalts of Venice. 
The pope, and the ambaffadors of France, in- 
terpofed their good offices with Offuna, in be- 
half of the republic, in vain. Philip himéelf; 
by letters written with his own hand, com- 
manded him to abftain from all hoftilities, and 
to reftore all that he had taken from Venice. 
His Catholic majefty had not better fuccefs 
than his holine& and the count de Bethune. 
Offuna offered, indeed, in eonfequenee of the 
orders of the king, to reftore the empty veflels, 
but declined to give back their valuable 
freights. He contumed his piracies and de- 

Ka pre- 
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BOOK predations, deigning, however, to cover his 
«= Gifobedience to the commands of the king, by 


1618. 


thofe excufes which the various courfe and 
accidents of war readily fuggelt to the imagina- 
tion of an ingenious commander, “* It is not 
fit, he would fay, at one time, that I fhould fit 
ftill, while the Venetians are fortifying the har- 
bour of St Croce.” ‘I will perfift, he would 
exclaim with vehemence at another, in my pre- 
fent condu€ét, fo long as the Venetians fhall re- 
tain in their pay the moft inveterate enemies of 
the king my mafter.” When he was ordered 
tu deliver an account of the merchandize he 
had feized, he feemed to fport with the orders 
of Philip, by giving an inventory fo imperfect 
as the Venetian ambafiador refufed to accept, 
and even complained of the mockery. The 
Venetians, thus plundered and infulted, e- 
quipped a fleet, which retaliated on the Spani- 
ards all the piracies and depradations of the 
viceroy of Naples: but, at the fame time, the 


fenate regreted the neceffity they were under 


of defending themfelves by making fuch re- 
prifals. To the marquis of Bedmar, the Spanith 
ambaffador, they complained of the never-ceaf- 
ing hoftilities of Offuna, and profefied them- 
‘felves at a lofs to reconcile the actions of the 
viceroy of Naples with the declarations of the 
court of Spain. The ambaffador, in reply, 

touched 
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touched with an impofing delicacy on the ir- BOOK 
regularity of Offuna’s difpofition, and infinuated eee 
that the conduct of that duke was neither "6" 
under the controul of the king his matter, nor 
of any fixed principles or regular fyftem of 
action. In reality, the behaviour of Offuna 
feemed to furnifh matter for fuch an apology, 
while he direéted the Spanith arms, in {pite of 
repeated orders from his fovereign, againft a 
ftate with whom he had not declared war; and 
conftantly meditated hoftile defigns, of which 
he talked without referve to all around him, 
although, from their nature, the utmoft fe- 
crecy was neceffary to their execution. Tis 
converfation turned wholly upon furprifing the 
Venetian ports in Iftria, plundering their iflands, 
and even making a defcent on Venice. Ile 
had himfelf carefully ftudied the plan of that 
city, and he now defcribed it with infinite ac- 
curacy to all who poffcfitd his confidence. He 
contrived flat-bottomed boats, with machines to 
faciliate their motion, and made daily experi- 
ments of the weights which the feveral depths of 
water were capableof bearing, according to the 
different conftructionsand dimenfions of veffels. 
To the Venetians, tranfactions fo open and 
avowed, were a fubjeét of laughter, and gave 
weight to the defence which had been made 
for the viceroy by the marquis of Bedmar. 
They were ignorant that the hoftilities, of 
K3 which 
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of which they complained, proceeded from the 
fecret machinations of this minifter himéelf, 
which were more effedtually concealed by the 
extravagance and apparent folly of the duke, 
than they could have been by the moft ftudied 
fecrecy and circumfpeétion 


Tue princes and ftates of Italy, enervated 
by luxury, oremployed in commerce, Commit- 
ted themfelves to the protection of mercena- 
ries +, diftinguifhed by the names of Leaders 
of Bands ft. © The tranfition was not unnatural 
from mercenary foldiers to private affaffins. 
The military and generous fpirit of ancient 
Rome was fubdued by defpotifm and by luxu- 
ry; and throughout the whole of Italy, 
broken into innumerable principalities by the 
diffolution of the Roman empire, the petty 
fovereigns had recourfe on all occafions to ftra- 
tagems and plots, not the valour of arms. And 
as cuftoms and manners always defcend from 
the higher to the lower ranks of men, plots 
and affaffinations became common among the 
people as well as their princes. Confpiracies, 
together with other practices and arts, were 


® Batt. Nan. hb, iii, 1617. Conjuration des Efpagnols, 
sc. par M. L’Abbé St. Real. 

+ Nichol. Machiavelli, Hiftoria Florentina, lib. i. 

3 Condotteri. 


af 
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diffufed from Italy over other pares of Europe ; 
and efpecially over thofe countries between 
which and Italy there was a clofe jntercourfe 
and connection®. It is the nature of every 
paffion to tend as directly as poffible towards 
its object t+. The love of power, and the de- 
fire of revenge, wait not the flow procefs of 
confpiracies, nor truft to their uncertain iffue, 
when they can gain their end by the plain 
and direé&t road of fuperior force. It was a 
proof of the decline of Spain, that fhe adopt- 
ed a practice, founded in fear and weaknefs. 


* J: is confeffed, that plots and affaffinations are to be 
found in the hiftory of all nations: yct it will readily be 
allowed, that thefe are more frequent in that of modern 
Italy than in the accounts we have of any other country, 
if the reign of Philip III. of Spain does not form an exe 
ception to this pofitios, As writers commonly chufe for 
the fubjects of their productions, things not wholly un- 
known, but which they fuppofe to need new proofs and il- 
luftrations, fo the famous Machiavel did not interweave ins 
to his political fy fteen, thofe difhonourable artifices which 
{ct all juftice and fidelity at defiance, from a mifchievous 
originality in his own mind, He laid down rules for con. 
{piracies, becaule confpiracies were inevery body’s mouth, 
and every where practifed. To plan and accomplifh an 
ingenious plot, formed, in his times, a branch of political 
education. Archbifhop Spotfwood, in his Hiftory, relates, 
that when he vifited the earl of Gowrie, who formed a con. 
{piracy againft James VI. king of Scotland, he found him 
reading a Latin book De Conjurationibus. The earl had 
been a profeffar of philofophy in Italy, from whence he 
had jut returned. 

4 Unde feritar 6 tendit geftitque cole, Lycarr. 
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Bur of all the confpiracies or plots which 
were formed or connived at by the Spani‘th 
minifters, in this or any other period, that 
which was framed againft the republic of Ve- 
nice, by Don Alphonfo de la Cueva, marquis of 
Bedmar, was the moft remarkable, and the 
moft important, whether we have refpect to its 
end, or to that complicated machinery by which 
it was to be accomplifhed. That the marquis 
was a perfon of very extraordinary abilities, fuf- 
ficiently appears from this circumftance, that, 
at a time when the cabinet of Madrid had an 
option of diftinguifhed abilities, he was ap- 
pointed ambaffador in ordinary at Venice, of 
all the courts of Europe the moft refined in its 
politics, and determined in its counfels. From 
an intimate acquaintance with ancient as well 
as modern hiftory, which he read with the eyes 
of a philofopher and ftatefman, and much ob- 
fervation on the fcene of human life, in which 
he was at once an important actor and judici- 
ous fpectator, he acquired a fagacity to which the 
council of Spain Jooked up with an almoft fu- 
perftitious veneration. Toa deep infight into 
the nature of political affairs, he added thofe 
qualities that are fo requifite in a practical po- 
litician ; a facility of fpeaking and writing with 
an inexpreffible grace ; a quick difcernment of 
characters; an air and manner always frank 
and unreferved; and at the fame time fuch 

force 
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force of mind, that, under the moft trying feel. BOOK 
ings of the heart, and the fevereft agitations of pence 
the paffions, he betrayed not the fmalleft fymp- "1 
tom of perturbation ; but, on the contrary, re- 

tained the moft unequivocal appearance of 
perfect ferenity *. With thefe qualities, which 
diftinguifhed his character, he poffefled in an 
eminent degree another which is common 

to all Spaniards; a zeal for the glory of 

the monarchy, and the honour of the Spanifh 

name. This had of late undergone an eclipfe, 

and the marquis was willing to revive its 

luftre by the total ruin of a power that had 
contributed fo greatly to its decay, the repub- 

lic of Venice. He was invited to attack this 

ftate by various circumftances : the war with 

the Auftrians had drained Venice both of arms 

and men; the fleet was confined to Iftria, the 

feat of the war; the land army was equally 
diftant; exigencies of war had occafioned 

the moft oppreffive taxes, which, as the people 
fufpected, were not wholly applied to the pub- 

lic ufe: the marquis, therefore, perfuaded 
himfelf that the revolution he had planned 

would not only be practicable, but to the ge- 
nerality of the people, acceptable ; nay, of 

the nobility, not a few were difcontented with 

the government, and rejoiced in all the mif- 


Conjuration des Efpagnols, &c. St. Real. 
fortunes 
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BOOK fortunes of the ftate, as the effects of meafures 
w—-——- which they had difapproved. The more ne- 
is ceffitous of that order, the marquis knew, by 
experience, might be prevailed on, if not to act 

a part in the tragedy, yet to give fuch intelli- 

gence as might in reality promote the cata- 
ftrophe of Venice, Another ground of encou- 
ragement was, that the flower of the Venctian 

army confifted of Hollanders and Walloons, 
mercenaries, whofe officers he trufted might 

be feduced by the allurements of gold 

to betray the cayfe of Venice, and to efpoufe 

that of Spain. The feet of the republic 

was indeed formidable, but there too he 

hoped to make havoc with the fame wea- 

pons he propofed to employ in weakening the 
Venetian army. It only remained, that he 
fhould attach to his perfbn, and to the terrible 

obje& he had in view, a fufficient number of 
determined confidants, by means of whom he 

might combine the efforts of thoufands in a 
f{cheme, with the nature of which they were 

not to be entrufted until the moment of ex- 
ecution, He imparted his project to the mar- 

quis of Villa Franca, and the duke of Offuna. 

Thefe minifters were delighted with the no- 

velty and the boldnefs of his ideas, and with- 

out hefitation promifed to contribute all in their 

power to its accomplifhment. It does not ap- 


pear 
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pear that he communicated his defign to the 300% 
court of Madrid; but he was fufficiently ac. 
quainted with the ideas of ambition that ftill 
reigned in the council of Spain, to know, that 
if the projeét fhould be carried happily into 
execution, of which he did not entertain any 
doubt, it would meet with their hearty. ape 
plaufe and admiration. But while this pro- 
ject was ripening by degrees, the court of 
Spain was obliged, by the vigour of the young 
king of France, to make gradual advances 
towards a general peace in Italy, This would 
have difarmed the troops of Spain, and depriv- 
ed the confpirators of thofe inftruments with 
which they hoped to fubject to the monarchy 
the ftates of Venice. Hence the various arti- 
fices of Toledo and Offuna to prolong the war, 
and to prevent a final accommodation of dif- 
ferences. The marquis had by this time en- 
tered into the moft intimate correfpondence and 
confidence with a number of men, who, cone 
fiding in the tranfcendent powers of his mind, 
and contemplating the rewards that were 
exhibited to their view, were ready to ex- 
ecute his orders with promptitude and alacrity. 
Thefe men were highly diftinguifhed from the 
multitude, by conftancy in the moft trying fi- 
tuations, by unfhaken fidelity to their engage- 
ments, and by a bold and daring courage. 

Nothing 
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Nothing was wanting’to entitle them to the 
. higheft praife but to the exertion of thefe virtues 
in a worthy caufe. 


The principal arrangements in this con- 
fpiracy were thefe; fifteen hundred veteran 
troops, chofen from the Spanith army in Mi- 
lan, by Don Pedro himfelf, were to be intro- 
duced into the city of Venice, not in a body, 
but a few ata time, and unarmed. They were 
to reecive arms from the marquis of Bedmar. 
But left any unforefeen accident fhould mar 
the intentions of Toledo, five thoufand Hol- 
landers, who lay at the Lazaretto, not above 
two miles diftant from the city, were ready to 
be introduced, man by man, at firft, and after- 
wards, in the tumule and confufion that was 
expected to enfue, in a body. Brigantines and 
barks were to be fent from Naples into the 
channels and ports of Venice, having on board 
fix thoufand men. A number of large fhips 
were afterwards to caft anchor on the fhores of 
Frivli. Under the countenance of the latter, 
and amidft the confufion and horrors to be ex- 
cited by the former, the confpirators were to 
act their feveral parts in the intended tragedy : 
one was to fet fire to the arfenal, others to the 
Gifferent parts of the city; fome were to take 
poffeffion of the mint ; fome to fieze the prin- 

cipal 
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to many, was to annihilate the conftitution.of —— 
Venice by murdering the fenators, Artillery ise 
was to be drawn up to the higheft eminences, for 
the purpofe of laying the city in ruins, in cafe 
the inhabitants fhould attempr refiftance. Field- 
pieccs were to be difpofed in different quarters 
of the city, pointing into the principal ftreets. 
And as it was neceflary to be in poffeffion of 
fome inland town in the territories of the re- 
‘public, which might ferve as a barrier againft 
the return cf the Venetian land army, if called 
to Venice to oppofe the conipirators, and as a 
magazine for the Spanifh army, Don Pedro 
held a clofe correfpondence with certain of- 
ficers of the garrifon of Crema, who were to 
betray that town into the hands of the Spani- 
ards. Another plot was yet neceflary to give 
full effec to the grand confpiracy. A port was 
to be occupied in the Venetian gulf, which 
might receive the Spanifh fleet, if by any ac- 
cident it fhould be obliged to feck a retreat, 
when employed in that fea. There is a place 
of confiderable ftrength, called Marano, in an 
ifland bordering upon Iftria, with a harbour 
capable of receiving a large fleet. The officer 
fecond in command in the garrifon of Marano 
engaged to affaffinate the governor, whenever 
he fhould receive orders from Toledo, and 
to 
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Sypenene ecm 


16:8. 
Suc was the complicated {cheme formed 


for the deftruétion df the renowned city and 
republic of Venice: a fcheme which involved 
in its nature whatever human ingenuity could 
plan, or the courage of man dare to execute, 
but which failed of fuccefs from fome of thofe 
unforefeen accidents that fo often happen to 
intimidate the hearts of affaffins, and to dif- 
concert the projects of confpirators +. 


A conspinacy fo important in its end, 
and at the fame time fo various in its means, 
does not occur in hiftory. That of Catiline 
againft the Roman republic, pointed to equal 
horrors, and to ftill greater revolution; but 
the means by which he hoped to accomplifh it 
were more fimple, and confequently lefs abfurd 
than thofe employed by the bold imagination, 
rather than the folid judgment of the marquis 


* Conjuration des Efpagnols, &c. St. Real. Confpira- 
tion & Trahifon admirable des Efpagnols, &c. en 1618, 
Hifoire du Connetable de Lefdiguieres, liv. ix. Batt. Nani, 
Hiftoria della Repablica Veneta, lib. iii, 1618, 

+ The Abbé St. Real fays, that the confpiracy was 
difcovered by one of the confpiraters, whe wae ttrack with 
horror and remorfe at the intended ruin and bloodthed : 
Battifta Nani, that it was difcovered by two French gen- 
tlemen, who had come to the knowlege af it, relations of 
the marcfchal Lefdiguieres, 

of 
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of Bedmar. It was probably in imitation of 30.0 
that circumftantial and interefting narrative ——-< 
which the Roman hiftorian hes given of the 
Catilinarian confpiracy, that the eloquent and 
profound Saint Real compofed his beautiful 
account of the Spanifh con{piracy againft Ve- 
nice. ‘Fhis copious narrative, though height- 
ened in fome inftances by the colourings of 
poetry, and the circumftantiality of fiction, is 
yet true in the moft material particulars, and 
ferves, in the words of the author, to difplay 
the “* power of prudence over human affairs, 
and the dominion of fortune; the extents of 
the limits of the human mind, its greateft 
firength, and its fecret frailties ; the number- 
lefs confiderations to which the politican muft 
attend, who afpires to govern his fellow men; 
and the difference between true and falfe re- 
finement.” It is this laft reflection which per- 
petually recurs to the reader, and ftrikes him 
with peculiar force. Nothing but the extra~ 
vagance of hope, and the blindnefs of paffion, 
could have feduced the judgment of Don Al. 
phonfo de la Cueva, to believe that he fhould 
be able, by any efforts of genius, to combine 
into one harmonious machine, fo many and 
fach various {prings. The various ideas and 
correfponding emotions and paflions which 
rife in the mind on different ‘occafions, and in 
different circumftances, render the views and 
defigns 
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BOOK defigns of men fludtuating and uncertain. Ths 


os. 


ww ©‘{MMalleft incident in health or fortune is fufficient 
to fhake a refolution pregnant with danger 
and death. The minds of men are fo delicate, 


.refined, and variable inftruments, that a thou- 


fand accidents difturb their operation. The 
moft fortunate adventurers in life, are thofe 
who do not pretend to form, but who have 
vigilance and fagacity to improve conjunc- 
tures. Political revolutions are not to be ef- 
fected by the fubtleties aud refinements of a 
genius profound and metaphyfical ; but by the 
boldnefs and dexterity of a Cafar or a Crom- 


-well, who know to feize the important moment 


of decifive execution. 


Bot if fo vaft a project as the confpiracy 
againft the city and republic of Venice had 
not been altogether beyond the reach of hu- 
man abilities, it might poffibly have been ac- 
complifhed by the united efforts of Toledo, 
Offuna, and the marquis of Bedmar. Though 
the revenues of Spain were greatly diminithed, 
and a manifeft langour and irrefolution ap- 
peared in her counfels, her military genius 
was yet entire and unbroken ; nor in the hif- 
tory of any people is there to be found a 
greater compafs of political ability and art 
than at this time diftinguithed the Spanifh 
nation, While the minifters of Spain in Italy, 

5 by 
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by the moft extraordinary efforts to fupport or 
retrieve the glory of the monarchy, fignalized 
at leaft their own ingenuity and courage, the 
abilities of her ambaffadors generally managed 
the courts at which they refided with equal 
dexterity and fuccefs. The ties of intereft 
and blood, which united the two branches of 
the houfe of Auftria, obfcure the praifes that 
are due to the abilities of the Spanifh minifters 
at the courts of Ferdinand and Matthias. But 
in France, Monteleone knew how to adapt his 
tone to the timidity of Mary, the high fpirit 
of Lewis, and the different paffions and views 
of their refpeCtive favourites. And in Eng- 
land, Gondomar gained mightily on the favour 
of the pedantic, focial, and impolitic king, 
by talking falfe Latin®, with other facetious 

humours,. 


© Mr. Arthur Wilfon, in his Life of King James, in- 
forms us, among other curious anecdotes of that good. 
natured monarch, that «* Gondomar in his merry fite 
would tell the king that his majefty {poke Latin like a 
pedant, but that he himfelf fpoke it like a gentleman.” 
The King, we may prefume, accepted this as an high en- 
conium. There was nothing in which James exulted fo 
much as in that fuperiority which he undoubtedly pof- 


feffed over mott of his courtiers, in literature. * Sir Ede. 


ward ConWay> Tays Mr. Wilfon, governor of the Brille, 
one of the cautionary towns, was made by king James, 
fecretary of ftate: a rough unpolithed piece for fuch an 
employment! But the king, who wanted not his abilities, 
would often make himfelf merry with his impe: fea {crawls 
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humours, and by amufing him with the hope, 
of a marriage between the prince of Wales, 
and the Second infanta*. 


A war with the Saracens, prolonged, with 
few intervals, for eight hundred years, nou- 
rifhed in the Spaniards a vigour of character, 
a love of their country, and a paffion for 
glory. The neceffity of continually engaging, 
formed as many heroes as there were men in 
each city: military renown was the great ob- 
je&t of their vows; and the tombs of the de- 
ceafed were adorned with a number of obelifks 
equal to that of the enemy they had flain in 
battle ¢. While they lived expofed to continual 
dangers they acquired that gravity of deport- 
ment, that deliberate valour, that perfeve- 
rance and vigilance, which ftill diftinguifh the 
Spanifh nation, Before the ambitious and war- 
like reigns of Ferdinand, the emperor, and 
Philip II. the fagacity and vigilance of the 
Spaniards appeared formidable to the other na- 


in writing, and hacking expreffions in reading, fo that he 
would break into laughter, and fay, had ever man fuch 
a fecretary, that can neither read nor write??? Gon- 
domar had perfectly underftood the charaGter of the 
king : and he prattifed on his weakneffes with infinite dex. 
terity. 

* Franklyn, p. 71. 

+ Johannes Genefius Sepalveda de Rebus Geltis, Ca- 
roli V. bb. i. 

5 tions. 
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tions of Europe *. Thefe reigns continued to poor 
call forth and exercife the fpirit of the nation, _7 
and to fupport, if not to heighten, that national *®"® 
charaéter which had been formed by the wars 

with the Moors. And this national character 

ftill fhone forth with undiminished luftre after 

the imprudence of the court, and exhaufted 
refources, had undermined the foundations of 

the grandeur of the empire. As profperous 

war roufes the genius of a nation, the glory 

of letters would have correfponded to that of 

the Spanifh arms, had not the progrefs of 

tafte and knowledge been checked by the 
tyranny of the inquifition, and that defpotifm 

which was introduced into the government, 

But although thefe circumftances have pre« 
vented among the Spaniards the growth of 

found philofophy, in their poetry, hiftory, 
romances, and even their commentaries on the 

facred fcriptures, as well as on Ariftotle, 

whofe metaphyfical notions were deemed fo 
orthodox by the catholic church, we recog- 

nize that boldnefs and invention, that f{ub. 


* Machieval fays, in his account of the State of France, 
that the French were afraid of the Spaniards on account of 
their fagacity and vigilance. It is trac, that this accountwas 
written after Ferdinand had began to reign; but it was 
before the exertions of that prince could have ftamped on 
the minds of his fabjeéts a national charafer, 
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pooxk tlety and refinement which were confpicuous 
v 


eed 


1618, 


for ages in the military and political conduct 
of Spain, 


Tuus, that power of genius and valour 
among his fubjeéts, which at once adorned 
and difgraced the feeble reign of Philip IIT. 
feems deducible from a train of moral caufes, 
as obvious in their exiftence as powerful in 
their nature. But when the reader revolves 
what is left on record concerning ancient 
Spain, he will be inclined perhaps to fub- 
fcribe to the opinion of an ingenious writer, 
that the characters of nations as well as fami- 
ties, are influenced by accidents antecedent to 
birth *, and particularly by climate, aéting 
either immediately with powerful energy on 
the fabric of their being, or as a local cir- 
cumftance leading to a variety of action in the 
ceconomy of civil life. At all times, valour 
and genius have ennobled the character of the 
Spaniards. Not the robuft German, impelled 
by the fury of a favage religion, difplayed 
fuch enthufiafm in arms, and contempt of 
death,. as fhone forth in the invincible refolu- 
tion of the inhabitants of Numantia, Aftapa, 
and Saguntum, A greater hero than Viriatus 


® Effay on the Hiftory of Mankind, &c. by Dr. Dunbar. 
3 is 
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is not to be found in the hiftory of ancient BOOK 
Rome *, Between the times of the Scipios ae 
and thofe of Auguftus, there intervened a pe- Eth 
riod of two hundred years. During this long 

fpace, Spain maintained a conteft with the 

policy and difciplined valour of Rome: and 

it feemed uncertain which mafter the world 

was to obey, the Spaniards or the Romans, 

The deftiny of Rome to give law to the na- 

tions finally fubdued all refiftance, and Spain 

had the glory of being the laft that yielded to 

the Roman yoke. But it was the fortune of 

the vanquifhed to receive literature and re- 
finement from the conquerors of the world: 

and in return, Trajan added luftre to the Ro- 

man purple; and the names of Quintilian, 

Martial, Mela, Seneca, Lucan, and Florus, 
appeared in the lift of Latin authors. 


Aut the valour and artifices of Spain were 7, jure 
found unable to fubdue the independence of of Savor 
the duke of Savoy and the Venetian republic, sa nesta 
And the difcovery of Bedmar’s confpiracy was _indepen- 
quickly followed by the reftoration of Vercellj 
to the duke, and that of their fhips and mer. 


chandize to the Venetians. The court of 


© This man, who had refifted the Roman arms for 
twenty years, and who was deemed invincible, was at laft 
infidaoufly cut off by the Romans, who bribed his body- 


guards. 
L3 Madrid, 
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00K Madrid, -at the defire of ‘the fenate, recalled 
iene de la Cueva; but a commiffion to act as fir 


3618. 


minifter in the Netherlands, a department 
which the fituation of affairs in Germany ren- 
dered equally difficult and important, proved 
how much they approved his defigns, as wel] 
as confided in his abilities. 


THE 


THE 


HISTORY 


OF THE REIGN OF 


PHILIP THE THIRD, 


KING OF SPAIN, 


BOOK YI 


HE aftonifhing efforts of that extra- 
ordinary triumvirate, Bedmar, Offuna, 
and Villa Franca, to reflore the predominancy 
of Spain in Italy, was an eruption of that ar- 
dent fpirit which had been bred in times of 
national enterprize and profperity. The mo- 
narchy, drained of its blood and fpirits by 
emigrations and by war, was in a fate of 
languor which .naturally fought for repofe. 
To maintain the dignity of the Spanifh nation 
in that languifhing ftate, was the arduous tafk 
evolved by the feeble hands of Philip on the 
duke of Lerma. That pacific and prudent 
minifter, unwilling to expofe the weaknefs 
of the empire, avoided as much as poffible 
all appeals to arms, and ir was not without 
reluctance 
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zooKx reluctance that he drew the fword which he 





3618. 


Internal 
policy of 
Spain. 


had fheathed at Antwerp, in the difpute con- 
cerning the fucceffion to Juliers, and in the 
conteft with the duke of Savoy. It was his 
chief ftudy to fupport the authority of Spain 
by intrigue, and by external magnificence and 
profufion. The court of Madrid was the moft 
brilliant in Europe: and a veil of pomp and 
fplendour thrown around all the departments 
of government concealed from the vulgar eye 
the fymptoms of its decay *. The duke alfo 
Made fome attempts to recruit the vigour of 
the {tate, as well as to hide its infirmities, by 
reviving agriculture, and protecting commerce, 


Tue frequent examples of immenfe and 
rapid fortunes, made in the Indies, infpired 
a very general contempt of tillage, the profits 
of which, though certain, were flow and in- 
confiderable. Until the fatal year 1609, Spain 
pofiefied a remedy againft this evil. The 
Morefcoes, excluded by the laws from Ame- 
rica, and from the profeffion of arms, were 
not only expert manufacturers, but fkilful and 
induftrious hufbandmen ; but their expulfion 
was followed by a total neglect of agriculture, 
and a {carcity of the neceffaries of life pu- 
nifhed the people for the bigotry of the court, 
and their own indolence. The duke of Lerma, 


* See Appendix C. 
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jn order to repair the lofs of the induftrious 8 oe K 


Saracens, iffved an edict, offering an order of 
nobility * to every man who fhould give proofs 
of induftry and fkill in agriculeure. 1 is re- 
markable that this meafure, the propriety of 
which feemed to be founded in the national 
paffion for lofty titles, was altogether fruitlefs, 
An exemption from all military fervice was 
then promifed to all induftrious men; bur neij- 
ther had this proffered indulgence any confi- 
derable effect. A great part of the land ftill 
lay waite, and in the fucceeding reign, ftran- 
gers were invited to cultivate the fields of 
Spain, with feveral advantages of great im- 
portance. 


Tus commerce of the Spaniards in the Me- 
diterranean Sea having been difturbed by the 
corfairs of Barbary, Don Lewis de Faxarado 
received orders to build a ftrong fort on the 
gulf of Marmora. This was happily effected 
in the month of Augult 1613, and contributed 
not a little to fcour the fea from the pirates f. 
But commerce ftill languifhed as well as ma- 
nufactures and agriculture, and the exactiong 
of a government profufely expenfive, were 
feverely felt by the opprefled people. Nor 


* The title and rank of Efquire. Les Delices d’Efpagne 
& de Portugal. 
' ¢ Summarium de Rebus Hifpaniz. Mariana. 
were 
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were the exigencies of the public the only 
fource of thofe taxes which afflicted the nation, 
The minifter amaffed an immenfe fortune from 
the fpoils of the people. From royal grants, 
added to his paternal inheritance, he drew 
an annual revenue of fix hundred thoufand 
ducats*. Even the good qualities of the duke 
multiplied the oppreffions of his adminiftra- 
ton. His love of {fplendour and magnificence, 
his liberalities to his fervants, his dependents, 
and to all men who had recourfe to his bounty, 
icndered his paternal inheritance wholly in- 
adequate to his conftant profufion, which he 
fupported at the expence of the public. The 
great offices of ftate too, he either {eized him- 
felf or beftowed on particular favourites. And 
although caution and prudence are qualities 
generally and juftly afcribed to the duke of 
Lerma, in the diftribution of offices, he was 
not always governed by motives of policy, but 
fometimes thofe of perfonal attachment. But 
of ali his favourites the chief was the famous: 
Don Roderigo de Calderona, whofe fingular 
fortune and fate demand particular attention. 
He was the fon of a poor foldier of Vallado- 
lid, and Mary Sandelen, a native of Flanders. 
He poffeffed fine talents, and there was fome- 
thing highly interefting and engaging in his 
manner. He entered on the career of ambi- 


* Sir John Digby's Letters from Spain, 
tion 
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tion in the character of a menial fervant tothe 8 eo K 
duke of Lerma, then marquis of Denia, —-—— 
and gained over the mind of his mafter fuch oe 
an afcendant as that favourite poffeffed over 
the mind of the king, Having rifen through 
all the principal offices in the houfhould of the 
duke, he was advanced, by the unbounded 
favour of his patron, to places of great power 
and truft in the ftate, created firft count of 
Oliva, then marquis of Siete Iglefias, and ac. 
quired an eftate of an hundred thoufand crowns 
a year. Agrecably to the natural progrefs of 
human wilhes, Calderona confidered all the 
favours of fortune only as fo many fteps to 
farther preferment. He openly afpired not 
only ta a vice-royalty but to the rank of a 
giandee of Spain. He was at firft afhamed 
of the meannefs of his defcent, and affecled 
to conceal it; a frailty to which he afterwards 
fhewed hinfelf far fuperior, by receiving his 
father into his fuimily, procuring for the old 
foldier offices of emolument as well as honour, 
and treating him throughout life with the 
greatcft tendernefs and refpect. Though he 
had rifen from the loweft rank of life, there 
was nothing in his behaviour unworthy of the 
higheit birth. The dignity both of his fenti- 
ments and manners was fuch as might befecm 
a prince. The vanity of Calderona which had 
made him afbamed of his father, was now con- 
verted 
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BOOK verted by an excefs of profperity into a haugh- 
ety boldnefs and overbearing pride. His tem- 
e per, naturally violent and impetuous, was. un- 
reftrained by any of thofe condefcenfions and 
regards, which were fo neceffary in his fitu- 

ation, to foothe jealoufy and difarm the rancour 

of envy. He mingled in all the intrigues at 
court; he delighted in the exercife of power ; 

his favour was the fureft road to preferment; 

and this he diftributed, for the moft part, ac- 
cording to his own fancy and caprice, and 
without any regard either to merit or natural 
pretenfions. He had audiences as if he had 

been a fovereign prince, held frequent conful- 
tations, and fhared, in one word, the adminif- 

tration of public affairs with the duke of Ler- 

ma. The haughtinefs and impetuofity of Don 
Roderigo was contrafted by that decent moder- 

ation which appeared in the whole conduct and 
deportment of his father. This man frequent- 

ly told his fon, that his bark, which had fo lit. 

tle ballaft, if he fhould continue to croud fail, 

would infallibly be overfet in a ftorm: a pre- 

didtion which was afterwards fatally verified *, 


Tnx nobles of Spain, whofe power and in- 
fluence had been reduced in the twe preceding 


* Congales de eg oe moh po Amelot de ly 
jouftaie Difcours 142. Las Memorias, 
ee ade oDa ha itrian, B13, 13. 


reigns, 
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reigns, from the higheft to the loweft pitch, 8 Qox 
were called to the court of Philip III. and ma- ieee 
ny of them enjoyed important political ftations. = 
But during thofe reigns the order of nobility, 

if it was depreffed by the vigour and the tyran- 

ny of the court, had not the mortification to 

fee any fubject exalted fo far above them in the 

royal favour as to poffefs in reality the power of 

the fovereign. To the grandees of Spain, a fa- 
vourite was a hateful novelty, and the immode- 

rate agerandizement of Calderona feemed a 
ftudied infult on nobility of blood. Nor was 

the prefent adminiftration diftinguifhed by any 
profperous events which might drown the 
general murmurs of difcontent in the voice of 
applaufe and acclamation. The prime minif- 

ter was accordingly a general fubject of fatire 

and inveétive, both in difcourfe and in writing. 

The complaints of the nation ferved as an en- 

gine in the hands of his enemies to effect his 

fall, which was embittered by this cruel 
circumftance, that his power was fubverted by 

thofe very men who were the moft bound, by 

the ties of blood, or of gratitude, to fupport ic. 


Havine rifen to the higheft power attain- rau uf 
able by a fubjeét, and having no farther objet ““™* 
of ambition, the duke of Lerma only laboured 
to eftabhifh the authority he poffeffed in the 
councils of Spain, on the firmeft foundations, 

and 
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BOOK and to perpetuate it, if poffible, in his family, 
ot With this view he introduced his fon, the duke 
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of Uzeda, at proper times, into the prefence of 
the king, and ufed every art to recommend him 
with effect to the royal fayour. And, well 
knowing that the influence he poffeffed on the 
mind of Philip might be either ftrengthened or 
overcome by any argument that fhould make its 
appearance in the guife of religion, he brought 
Lewis Aliaga, a monk, from his convent to 
court, and advanced him to the office of confef- 
fortothe king. Aliaga was a man of a narrow 
capacity, and the duke entertained a high opi- 
nion of his probity. From a character of this 
kind he imagined he had nothing to apprehend. 
And, as the monk owed every thing to his fa- 
vour, he trufted that he would be entirely de. 
voted to his intereft. Uzeda was one of thofe 
infignificant characters, whofe underftandings 
are rather below mediocrity, and who are nei- 
ther remarkable for vice nor virtue. But he 
poffeffed in an eminent degree the polifhed 
manners ofa court, and by his conftant affidui- 
ties to pleafe, foon obtained as high a place in 
the affections of the king as Lerma ftill main- 
tained in his efteem. T he bewitching {miles 
of fovercignty, equally diffolving filial reve- 
rence and paternal tendernefs, occafioned a ri- 
vality between the father and the fon, which 

tere 
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terminated in an animofity that proximity of 3 09 ® 
blood feemed only to irritate. Aliaga perceiv- 
ed the power which this diffenfion placed in his se 
hands, and deliberated whether he fhould caft 
the balance in favour of Lerma or Uzeda. The 
alternative he embraced is worthy of attention, 
not only on account of its political confequen- 
ces, but as it feems to prove that there is in 
the mind of man a difpofition to expedt, in 
his own behalf, a higher degree of virtue from 
others than he is confcious of poffeffing him- 
felf. Friar Aliaga, equally unmindful of that 
creative bounty which the generofity of a pa- 
tron fo readily extends to the perfon whom he 
has already obliged, and of the treachery and 
ingratitude of his own heart, determined to 
abandon his benefactor, and to unite his intereft 
with that of Uzeda, imagining that he had 
more to expect from a minifter on whom he had 
conferred, than from one to whom he owed, the 
ereateft obligations. The duke of Lerma en- 
deavoured to counterbalance the growing in- 
fluence of his fon, by raifing up a rival to him in 
the affections of the king. For this purpofe he 
now laboured to infinuate into the royal favour 
his fifter’s fon the count of Lemos, a noble- 
man of high fpiric and fublime genius. He 
hoped to excite fuch movements of jealoufy and 
envy between the count and Uzeda, as thar he 

him- 


x60 
00x himfelffhould be equally neceffary to both, and 
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able to hold in his own hands the balance of 
power between the contending rivals. But 
the pliant mind and gentle manners of Uzeda, 
were more congenial to the nature of Philip 
than the erect and independent fpirit of Lemos. 
The king was conftaatly attended by his new 
favourite and his confeffor; and furrounded with 
numbers of difcontented nobles, with whom 
thefe men kept up a clofe correfpondence: 


Iw the midft of thefe intrigues the duke of 
Lerma folicits and obtains the rank of a car- 
dinal, hoping that this religious dignity would 
prove the means of prolonging his power over 
the mind of the pious king, or at leaft, that it 
would place him above the malice of his ene- 
mies and the enquiries of juftice. But it was 
the fortune of this duke to undermine his own 
power by thofe very meafures which were in- 
tended to fupport it. The indolent Philip was 
difpleafed to be under the neceflity of exchang- 
ing the eafe of former familiarity for thofe ee- 
remonies of refpect which were due to the pur- 
ple. The regard that had been every where 
thewn to the duke of Lerma was well pleafing 
to the king, fo long as all that he enjoyed was 
derived from his own bounty. The refped 
that was paid to the creature of his power he 
confidered as an homage done to himfelf. But 

all 
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all his affection for the duke ceafed the mo- Boox 
ment he attained to an equality with kings, 
and derived the fplendour of his chara¢ter from 
another fource than the grace of his fovereign. 
The prefence of the cardinal was uneafy to 
him; and if he received him with formality, he 
received him alfo with coldnefs, 





Tue eftrangement of the king from his old 
minifter was not unobierved by the eager eyes 
of the courtiers. The enemies of the cardinal 
duke, who had hitherto conduéted their attacks 
by regular and flow approaches, now refolvedto 
carry that fortrefs, which had fo long defended 
him, and in which he {till fondly confided, by 
affault. Upon the plaufible pretext of zeal for 
the fervice of the king, and affection for his 
perfon, they reprefented the nation as one fcene 
of oppreffion, diforder, and difcontent, and 
threw the blame of the whole on the duke 
of Lerma. That minifter, they affirmed, be- 
towed the moft important offices on perfons 
who poffeffed not any other merit than that of 
being agreeable to his fancy, and the creatures 
of his power. And as the appointment to offices 
was a matter that depended folely on his fa- 
your, fo the exercife of the power he beftowed 
was determined by his will; for he over-ruled 
the freedom of deliberation in the different 
councils eftablifhed for the conduct of public 

Vor. Il. M affairs, 
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300 affairs, and affumed the prerogative of dictating 
_ on every fubje. The judges, in all cafes 
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where he chofe to interfere, being obliged to 
give lentence according to his orders ; the very 
tribunals of jultice were ongans of his pleafure. 
On the diftrefles of the people they infifted 
with peculiar zeal, lamenting that the poor of 
a whole nation fhould be defpoiled of the few 
things they poffeffed, and even deprived of the 
neceflaries of life, for the purpofe of fupporting 
the magnificence and mad extravagance of one 
man: a man who by various impolitic mea- 
fuses, and particularly by the circulation of 
brafs money, had contributed fo fatally to the 
declineof manufactures, the ruin of commerce, 
the depopulation and impoverifhment of the 
kingdom. Paffing beyond the limits of Spain, 
they reviewed the conduct of the duke in the 
dependencies of the monarchy. The revenues 
of Sicily he had converted into a private eftate. 
The war in Piedmont, fo unavoidable in its 
progrefs, and in its iffue fo difhonourable to the 
Spanifh name, might have been crufhed in its 
beginning by force of arms, or prevenszed by a 
timely attention to the firuation and defigns of 
foreign ftates. As in war an able commander 
makes it his chief ftudy to divide the forces of 
his enemy, fo the art of government confitts 
not in refifting, but in preventing confederacies. 
Wars which, even if fuccefsful, cannot be ad- 


vantageous, 
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¥ahtageous, ought never to be undertaken, 290% 
The lion, {aid they; in the proverbial manner oes 
of Spain; is riot honoured by a victory over the uteh 
lamb. A fuperior power, if not greatly de- 
ficient in forefight, can never be at a lofs to re- 

{train che turbulence of an inferior; without 
coming to an open rupture; and refting its 
authority on the doubtful events of war. From 
Italy they tumed the eyes of the king to the {e-" 
ven United Provinces, once a part of that fair 
inheritance to which he had fo juft a claim as 
the heir of the duke of Burgundy. The truce 
with Holland; the formalities and folernnities 
with which that treaty had been ratified, and 
particularly the pompous title that had been 
given in that contract to the rebels, they men- 
tioned with particular marks of indignation, 
They contrafted the virtue and abilicy of the 
penfionary Barnevelt, with the incapacity of the 
duke of Lerma, and his indifference to the prof. 
perity and glory of the nation, Unable to con- 
du& the war, the Spanifh minifter, they faid, 
fought to eftablifh his own power in peace; a 
peace that was difgraceful in its nature, and 
which involved in its coufequences a greater 
lofs to the monarchy than it had incurred during 
a war of forty-five years that preceded it ! 
While the war continued in the Netherlands, 
the main force of the rebels, concentrated in 
thofe provinces, acted only on the defenfive. 
M2 But 
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300K But the ignominious treaty of Antwerp had let 
~~——— loofe that force on the widely fcattered fettle- 
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ments of Spain in both the Indies, which were 
either torn from the monarchy, or demanded 
fuch additional garrifons for their protection, 
as might have been employed with greater ho- 
nour, a8 well as advantage, in profecuting the 
rar on the theatre of rebellion. If the Spanifh 
crown, ina glorious conteft to maintain its juft 
rights, fhould-have proved unfuccefsful, no-~ 
thing more difaftrous could have enfued than 
what had adtually happened: while on the 
other hand, to have continued the ftruggle, 
would have fupported the honour of the nation 
among foreign powers, and, in the end, might 
poffibly have derived fome advantage from the 
chance of war, or that change which is inci- 
dent to the policy and the views of ftates and 
princes. Thefe and many other charges againft 
the duke of Lerma, were conftantly founded in 
the ears of the king, by his confeffor and his fa- 
vourite, and confirmed by the teftimony or the 
authority of all whom they permitted to have 
accets to his perfon, 


», THOUGH fovereign princes, from thefuper- 
eivinence of their ftations, be naturally capri- 
Giousand fickle in their attachments *, it would 

* Go, fays Agamemnon to Achilles,if you havea mind; 


qhere ‘gre not wanting others who will thew me honour. 
Rud Viad 
be 
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be unreafonable, after thefe remonftrances, to 2 a x 
afcribe the fall of Lerma to any inconftancy in Cae 
his fovereign. There never was a prince, how- 
ever defpotic, fo fecure againft the refentment, 
fo infenfible to the applaufe, or fo unconcerned 
for the profperity of the public, as to oppofe, 
for the fake of a favourite, the general voice of 
his people. The conftant appointment to of- 
fices, in contradiction to the recommendation 
of Lerma, fully iluftrated the nature of that 
referve, which had given that minifter fo much 
pain, and was an unequivocal proof that he had 
wholly loft the royal favour. In this extremity 
he laboured to acquire the good graces of the 
prince of Spain, fondly hoping that the rays of 
the rifing would brighten up the gloom of 
the fetting fun. The count de Lemos, and 
Don Ferdinand de Borgia, a man of found 
underftanding, and poffeffed of talents for bu- 
finefs, both lords of the bedchamber to the 
prince, had been raifed to that dignity by the 
duke their uncle. Betrayed and injured by the 
cunning of Aliaga and Uzeda, the duke of 
Lerma had recourfe to the friendthip of his ne- 
phews. He met with virtue and honour where 
one would wifh to find them, and where in 
reality they are ofteneft to be found, in con- 
junction with vigour of underftanding and fub- 
limity of genius. The count of Lemos and 
Pon Ferdinand de Borgia were united by the 
M3 tica 
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‘ties of blood, of friendthip, and gratitude tq 
their uncle. They readily undertook to ufe their 
good offices with the prince in behalf of their 
beloved relation; they reprefented to his high- 
nefs the weak capacity of Uzeda ; and expatiated 
on the talents, virtues, and political experience 
of the duke his father. And their authority and 
addrefs, prevailing over the fubtleties and af- 
fiduities ofthe Condé duke of Olivarez, confol- 
ed Lerma with the hope of living in the favour 
of the heir apparent ta the Spanifh empire, 
But this intrigue was not long concealed from 
the king, and, like all the other efforts of the 
minifter to prolong his power, ferved only to 
precipitate his fall, The image of death 
which was held up to the imagination of the 
king, bythe court that was paid to his fucceffor, 
converted his indifference to Lerma into aver- 
fion. The count de Lemos had gained fo 
much on the favour of the prince, that he was 
in the practice of converfing with him fome- 
times for hours after he went to bed. Orders 
were nowfent to the count to forbear this prac- 
tice in future ; but to thefe he did not yield a 
ready obedience. The king therefore difmif- 
fed from the fervice of his highnefs * four of- 
ficersof his bed-chamber, who were in the con- 
fidence of Lemos, and appointed his coulin 


* Sy Algczza, fo the prince was diitinguithed, 
and 
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and faithful friend, Don Ferdinand de Borgia, poo x 
viceroy of Arragon. The high-fpirited count, Yh 
deeming the difgrace of the officers, and the si 
exile of his friend from court, an affront and 
injury to himfelf, had the boldnefS to afk the 
king his reafons for removing Don Ferdinand 
from the fervice of the prince, adding, that if 
Ferdinand fhculd be banifhed from court, he 
would accompany him to the place of his re- 
tirement. The king replied in an angry tone, 
that it was his pleafure to treat Don Ferdinand 
as he had done; and that the count, if he were 
fo minded, might accompany him in his exile. 
Lemos was mortified by fo fevere a reply ; yet 
he made another effart to keep Borgia at court, 
and that almoft in fpite of the king. He en- 
gaged the council for Italian affairs, of which 
Borgia was prefident, to remonttrate againft the 
removal of a minifter, who, of all men in the 
world, was the beft informed with regard to the 
affairs of Italy. The king anfwered, that he 
would appoint as fucceffor to Don Ferdinand, 
the count of Benavento, whofe knowledge of 
Italian affairs was unqueftionable, Upon this 
the count de Lernos retired from court, confol- 
ing himfelf with the reflection that he had made 
no mean compliances to gain the royal favour, 
but had performed the duties of friendfhip, 
and in the whole of his deportment maintained 
the nobleft propriety and dignity of character. 
M4 Tres 
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THE magnanimity of the count feemed to ar< 
raign the conduct of the duke of Lerma, who, 
even after the difgrace of his friends, lingered 
about the Efcurial, and manifefted the moft 
eager defire {till to hold his office. The king, 
finding that no marks of his difguft, however 
ftriking, were able toinduce his old minifters ta 
prevent the difgrace of a formal difmiffion, in a 
billet, written with his own hand, ordered him 
in exprefs terms to withdraw himfelf from Ma- 
drid ; but permitted him to retire to whatever 
placc he fhould chufe, and to enjoy in peace the 
effects of his former bounty. In thefe circum- 
ftances the duke condefcended to appear as a 
fuppliant at the feet of the treacherous Aliaga, 
He entrcated the monk to intercede in his bes 
half with the king. It is fuperfluous to inform 
the reader that this humble application was 
wholly fruitlefs. He then fent a meflage to his 
brother, the archbifhop of Toledo, whom he 
had raiftd to the high dignity and opulence he 
enjoyed, and who at that time refided at Ma- 
diid, earneftly foliciting him to come to the 
Efcurial, and to fupport him with his counte- 
nance, his advice, and his influence with the 
king. The archbifhop excufed himfelf from 
undertaking that ungracious office, by alleging 
that he was in a bad ftate of health ; but he fent 
to the affiftance of his brother father Jerome, of 
Florence, a Jefuit, a preacher for whom the 

9 king 
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king entertained a particular refpect. Father 200K 
Ge pat ck ; : VL 
Jerome, in his private difcourfe with the king, 
endeavoured with great addrefs to revive in his 
mind fentiments of favour and regard to the 
duke of Lerma. But Philip did not receive 
his favourite preacher with his ufual affability, 
nor liften to his inftru€tions with the wonted at. 
tention, The Jefuit, perceiving this alteration 
in the deportment of the king, did not perfe- 
vere in his commendations of Lerma, and only 
pleaded in fevour of that minifter, for a fhort 
refpite, which was refufed in pofitive terms, 
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Tue duke of Lerma now fummoned up all 
his fortitude, and by the propriety and dignity 
of his deportment atoned for the meannefs of 
his former folicitations. On the 4th day of 
Qétober, 1618, Being {till in his apartments in 
the palace, he was ready to take his journey to 
his paternal eftate, with a train of attendants 
fuitable to his high rank, when the prince of 
Spain, who happened to take a walk in the 
garden, came up to the door of his chamber, 
and calling him afide, converfed with him at 
confiderable length in the language of tender- 
nefs and complacency. The duke then went 
to take leave of his fifter, the countefs of Le- 
mos, firft lady of the bed-chamber to the prin- 
cefs of Spain. Having paid his compliments 


to that lady, with great refpeét, he went into 
his 
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his chariot, and repaired for the laft time 
$0 the manfion of the king, On his approach, 
he alighted from his carriage, and viewing 
the royal apartments with an eager eye, he 
ardently poured forth his bleffing on them, 
and on the royal family. Having performed 
this duty, he remounted his chariot, and drove 
ftraight to Guadarrama, where he lodged all 
night. At this place he received a letter from 
the king, the contents of which were never re- 
vealed to the curious and fpeculating world, 
with a prefent of a ftag, flain by his own hand 
that day inthe chace. Thus both the king 
and the prince of Spain, with a generofity 
worthy of their exalted ftations, mixed the 
bitter cup of Lerma with refrefhing fpices: 
and as no minifter ever defcended from a great- 
er height of power, fo none vaas ever laid more 
fofdy down *, and few perhaps ever deferved a 
gentler fall. 


Tue duke of Lerma was a perfonage of a no- 
ble mien, gentle manners, and a beneficent dif- 
pofition. T he natural benignity of his heart 
appeared in the mildaefs of his afpect, the tone 


_ * Biforia de Don Felippe III, por Don Goncalo de 
Cefpides, lib, i. cap. 3,4. lib. ii, cap. i, 17. Anecdotes 
du Miniftere du Condé Due d’Olivarez. Las Memorias de 
Comines con Efcolias propries de Don Jaan Vitrian. A- 
melot de la Houffaic. Dife. Hiflor. Addiciones a la Hif- 
storia de Malvezzi. 
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of his voice, and innumerable acts of magnifi- Boor 
cence and liberality. His promotions to pub- mae 
lic offices were chiefly determined by political **'* 
motives and perfonal friendfhip. Yet, it may 

be fafely affirmed, that during his adminiftra- 

tion, all the places of principal truft and im- 
portance were filled with men of extraordinary 
abilities. The judgments of men are common- 

ly influenced by their natural temper. Agree- 

ably to the mildnefs of his own difpofition, and 

his love of magnificence, he was of opinion 

that the dignity of the Spanifh monarchy was 

beft maintained by peace, pomp, and parade *. 

And though he might, perhaps, have purfued 

this plan with greater ceconomy, as it is cer- 

tain that this profufion was not the main caufe, 

fo it is probable that all his favings, had he 

been ever fo much inclined to frugality, would 

not have been able t9 alleviate in any confider- 

able degree the diftreffes of the nation, 
Though his capacity was but moderate, his 

foul was elevated, and his mind was firm. If 


* Ele was very careful to exad every mark of refpe& to 
the crown of Spain from neighbouring nations, and fome- 
times difcovered a jealoufy on this head which was unwor- 
thy of a great nation. I find in Chamberlayne’s Letters 
MSS. anno 1616, in the Brith Mufcum, the fullowing 
paflage: « The Spanifh ambaffador complained to the 
king at Theobalds, that whereas we kept ambaffadors at 
Venice and in the Low Countries, an agent ferved the 
turn in Spair and with the archdukes.”’ 

be 
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x0 0K he defcended from his natural dignity to hum- 
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ble applications, in order to preferve the good 
graces of his prince, we ought not on that ac- 
count too haftily to ftigmatize his memory 
with meannefs of fpirit. The greateft political 
and military courage has funk under the de- 
privation of royal favour. Neither the refolute 
Ximenes, nor the undaunted Albuquerque, was 
able to fupport the frowns of his fovereign. 
Notwithftanding the invectives of Lerma’s 
enemies, the moft refpectable Spanith hifto- 
nians * not only celebrate the beneficence of his 
difpofition, but do juftice to the moderation of 
his power, and the prudence of his public con- 
du&t. Thefe, indeed, were afterwards confeff- 
ed by the whole nation, when the vaft ambi- 
tion, and fublime but irregular genius of Oli- 
varez, by ftretching the finews of the empire 
beyond heir utmoft tone, threw it into convul- 
fions, and only rendered the diffolution of its 
ftrength more violent and painful, 


The whole employments of the duke of 
Lerma devolved on his fon Uzeda, except that 
of governor to the prince, which was conferred 
on Don Balthazar de Zuniga, a man of culti- 
vated genius, and great experience in political, 
affairs, efpecially in embaffies +. 

* Gongales de Cefpides y Menefes. Don Juan de Vi- 
trian, &c, + Gongales de Cefpides, ib. i. cap. 4. 
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Soon. after the difgrace of Lerma, the count 
of Oliva was arrefted by order of the king, and 
thrown into prifon, where he languifhed for the 
fpace of two years. His rife from fo low a 
ftation to fo great a height of power gave birth 
to an opinion that he was a forcerer, which his 
enemies were at great pains to propagate. He 
was charged with having poifoned the queen, 
who died in 1612 a charge as improbable in ic- 
felf, as it was found to be unfupported by any 
evidence ; for Don Roderigo ftood as high in 
the favour of that princefs, as the duke of Ler- 
ma did in the affections of the king. Many 
other groundlefs accufations were brought 
againft him’: but at laft he was found guilty of 
having been acceffary to the murder of two 
Spanifh gentlemen: a matter which, according 
to fome hiftorians, was never clearly proved ; 
he was however condemned to death, and his ef 
tate was confifcated. ‘The evidence on which 
he was convicted was not direct, but circum- 
flantial ; and if we may judge from fome of the 
circumftances left on record, as the principal 
ground of his condemnation, we may infer, 
that the deficiency of the proof was fupplied 
by the zeal of both his accufers and judges, 
The trial and confinement of Calderona were 
prolonged for two years and fix months ; a mea- 
fure calculated to keep alive the general odium 
againft his patron the duke of Lerma, and to 

"prevent 
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Book prevent the retum of that ariciht fivourite td 
—-—— court, of which the new miniftry were nota lit- 
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fle apprehenfive. During all the time that 
Calderona lay in prifoh, there was not one 
among the multitudes he had obliged; except 
the cardinal Don Gabriel de Trejo; whofe 
name deferves to be recorded, nephew to the 
countefs his lady, who had the humanity and 
the courage to attempt his relief, or to afford 
him any comfort: The cardinal was no fooner 
informed of the imprifonment of Calderona, 
than, impelled by a generous gratitude, he fet 
out from Rome to pay his refpeéts to his pa- 
tron in a dungeon, and determined to move 
every engine that his utmoft efforts could com- 
mand in order to releafe him. But the cardinal 
was neither permitted to vifit the court nor the 
prifon. He lingered, however, a long time in 
Spain, in anxious hopes of finding fome fortu- 
nate occafions of faving his friend ; but, on the 
death of pope Paul V. which happened in Fe- 
bruary 1621, he returned, by order of the 
king, to Rome. 


Don Roderigo bore confinement, folitude, 
and torture, with incredible patience. After 
his doom was fixed, he was vifited, at his own 
earneft defire, by the minifters of religion. His 
great foul, which had braved all the rage of his 
enemies with fuch fingular conftancy, difco- 

vered, 
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vered, on'the approach of death, a nobler he- Book 
roifm, in the moft perfect refignation to the will ———--. 
of God ; and in the moft candid confeffion, and‘ 
fincereft contrition for the errors of his life. 
The ardour of his mind was now difplayed in 
the feverities of felf-mortification. He was 
covered with hair-cloth : he watched and pray- 
ed night and day: he affifted himfelf with 
fafting, and with ftripes ; and, had not his con- 
feffor interpofed, he would, in all probability, 
have anticipated the ftroke of the executioner, 
by an excefs of vohuntary pain. On the roth 
day of Odtober, 1621, the firft year of the 
reign of Philip 1V. he received intimation that 
within two days he fhould die, He received 
the mefienger of this welcome news with a 
chearful countenannce, and tenderly embraced 
him. He now abftained from fleep and food, 
and fpent his time in acts of devotion. About 
eleven of the clock on the 21ft of Oétober, he 
came to the door of the prifon, encompaffed by 
the officers of juftice. Affliction had foftened 
the natural dignity of his looks and mien; and 
his grey hairs, his beard, and his drefs, fuited 
to the prefene fad occafion, confpired with the 
expreffion of his countenance to imprefs the 
fpe€tators with fentiments of veneration and 
love. He yet poffefied fufficient ftrength to 
mount on a mule that waited for him at the 
prifon. This he did with great tranquillity, 
7 and 
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and pafled through the ftreets to the place of 
execution, embracing and adoring a crucifix 
which he held in his hands, amidft the tears 
and lamentations of the furrqunding multitude. 
The executioner held the reins of the mule, 
and as he went along, proclaimed aloud the fol- 
lowing words: “‘ This is the judgment, which, 
by the orders of our fovereign lord the king, 
is inflicted on this man for his having been the 
inftigator of .an affaffination ; and’acceflary to 
another murder; and divers other crimes which 
appeared on his trial ; for all of which he is to 
be beheaded, as a punifhment to him, and a 
warning to others.” Having arrived at the 
{caffold, the refigned fufferer beheld with a fe- 
rene countenance the inftruments of his ap- 
proaching death; the chair, the fword, and the 
man whofe office it was to ufe it. He converf- 
ed, for fome time, with his confeffor and 
other divines. And, having been received in- 
to the bofom of the church, he took leave of 
his attendants, and fat down on the feat from 
which he was never to rife. Before his hands 
and his feet were made faft, he made a prefent 
to the executioner, and twice embraced the 
man, who was bathed in tears, as a token 
that he bore him not any ill will on account 
of the office which he was about to perform. 
Then, making bare his neck, he yielded his 
limbs to be bound, with the utmoft compofure. 

The 
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The inftant this operation was performed, he 8. oo og 
reclined himfelf backwards *, and while he. 
was in the act of recommending his foulto "** » 
God, his head was in a moment fevered from 

his body. As the laft impreffions are common- 

ly the ftrongeft +, men forgave and forgot the 
imperioufnefs of his former conduct andbeha- 

viour, and thought and fpoke only of that 

mixture of humility and fortitude, that patience 

and pietyfMhich he difplayed in the lat ttage 

of his life. 


Tue counfels of Spain had, tor many years, 
been diftinguifhed by a fingular union of a de- 
fire of power, with a love of peace ; but it was 
found impoffible to gratify at once thofe oppo- 
fite paffions. The intrigues of ambition ex- 
cited the violence of arms. The commotions 
of Italy were followed by thofe of Germany. 
A war was kindled, the moft fignal and deftruc- 
tive inmodern annals. Famine and peftilence 
fucceeded to the deftroying (word, and the dire. 


* In Spain, traitors aloneare beheaded with their faces 
downwards. The Spanith word is, degollar, couperla gorge. 
The executioner performs his office face to face with the 
{afferer. 4 Sed plerique Homines pofrema meminere. 
Julius Cafar, Ap. Salus. t Suavedra Devifas Poli- 
ticas, Amelot de Ia Houffaie. Dife. Hift, Article Caldero- 
na. Hiftoria de Don Fellippe IV. por Gongalo de Cefpe- 
des, lib, i. cap. xxvii. 
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ftrongeft antipathies, and violated the tender- 
eft affections of nature: fo bloody was that tra- 
gedy which concluded fo happily for the liber- 
ties of Europe, in the famous peace of Weft- 
phalia ! 


THE male line of Maximilian I]. having ter- 
minated in Matthias, Maximilian, and Albert, 
who were now advanced in years, without pro- 
geny, the fucceffion to the hereditary domi- 
nions of Auftria in Germany, might have been 
claimed, on plaufible grounds, by the king of 
Spain *. But a natural love of tranquillity, the 
defire of preferving in his houfe the imperial 
crown, and the dread of that dignity devolving 
on the head of a heretic, determined Philip to 
comply with the requeft of the Auftrian prin- 
ces, and to yield up his pretenfions in favour of 
thofe of Ferdinand of Gratz, great grandfon of 
Ferdinand I. and diftinguifhed by his zeal for 
the catholic religion. He, accordingly, made 
a folemn ceffion of all his rights to the Auftrian 
provinces, to Ferdinand and his brothers, and 
their iffue male. But, if that fhould fail, it 
was ftipulated, that the provinces fhould re- 
turn to the houfe of Spain, of which the fe- 
males were to be preferred before thofe born in 


® The fon of Anne, daughter ofthe emperor Maximilian IT, 
Germany. 
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Germany. On this occafion, Philip and Ferdi- 8 0 2 £ 
nand entered into a family compaé, the object a 
‘of which was not only to maintain the ftrength 
of their common ftock, but to extend its bran- 

ches over the neighbouring nations, They 

made a league, offenfive and defenfive. They 
engaged to fupport their refpective rights and 

claims, by reciprocal fuccours ; and to prefer 

the general intereft of the Auttrian race before 

any particular or tranfient advantage to any of 

its members. The date of thefe tranfactions 

“was the year 1617. In the fame year, on the 

feventh day of June, Ferdinand was raifedto the 

crown of Bohemia, and in the year following, 

to that of Hungary, with this refervation, thar 

the regal power fhould remain with Matthias 

during his life. 


Tue confederacy between the two branches 
of the houfe of Auftria, and the fteps that had 
been taken to continue in that family the im- 
perial dignity, inflamed the jealoufy that had 
long prevailed of Auftrian ambition, and diffuf- 
ed among the proteftants of Germany a gene~ 
ral alarm. Ferdinand had banifhed from his 
dominions all who perfevered in the open pro- 
feffion of the reformed religion: a feverity 
which prognofticated all the cruelty of reli- 
gious zeal, wherever his power should be efta- 
blithed. The apprehenfions of men were in- 

N2 creafed, 
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800K Creafed, when they confidered his ftrict alliance 
"with the catholic king, with whom he was con- 
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nected by blood, by religion, and by intereft. 

Ashe depended for {upport chiefly on the trea- 
fures and arms of Spain, fo it was probable he 
would be governed chiefly by Spanifh counfels, 
whofe conftant aim was to wreath around the 
necks of mankind the yoke of religious and civil 
tyranny. As the power of the emperor would be 
ftrengthened by an alliance, or rather a fpecies 
cf union with the vaft monarchy of Spain, fo 
his claims, it was dreaded, would be increafed 
in proportion, and the enlarged prerogatives of 
the imperial crown, if the fucceffion to that 
dignity fhould not be interrupted on the death 
of Matthias, would defcend as an inheritance 


to the lateft poftcrity of the family of Auftria, 


Bur the manon whofe mind thefe confider- 
ations made the deepett impreffion, was Frede- 
ric, elector palatine, a prince young, high {pi- 
rited, and in power not inferior to any of the 
proteftants, the duke of Saxony perhaps except- 
ed. He vifited all che members of the elec- 
toral college, to whom he reprefented,.that as 
the prefen: conjuncture demanded, fo it prefent- 
ed a fit occafion of forming a barrier againft 
the progrefs of Auftrian ambition. He en- 
treated them, by a timely interpofition, to 
check the growth of an authority which muft 

otherwife 


PHILIP Il]. KING OF SPAIN. abr 
otherwife become irrefiftible ; and by afpirited 30 09 5 


and judicious exercife of their privileges, to, 
perpetuate them in their families. The catho-  "#® 
lic eleétors, as he had expected, he found at- 
tached to the houfe of Aultria: and thefe were 
four in number, while the proteftants were 
only three. But, in order to over-balance this 
inequality of numbers, Frederic, with the con- 
fent and approbation of his proteftant brethren, 
miade a tender of the imperial crown to the 
duke of Bavia, not doubting but the arch- 
bifhop of Colégne, one of the catholic elec- 
tors, would intereft himfelf in the fortunes of 
the duke his brother, and be forward to pro- 
mote his greatnefs. This plan, in which there 
was not any thing fubtle or profound, was the 
more folid and judicious, that it was obvious 
and natural. But ic was difconcerted by a caufe 
that was fcarcely to be fufpected. The duke 
of Bavaria rejected the proffered dignity of the 
imperial crown; and all that the policy and zeal 
of the palatine was able to effect, was a fhort 
delay in the election of a king of the Ro- 


mans *, 


Tur {parks of difcord which in other parts 
of the empire had produced only murmurs, 
jealoufies, and intrigues, having fallen, in Bo- 
hemia, on more combuftible matter, had, by 


* Batt. Nan. Hit. della Repub, Venet. lib, iv. 
N 3 thia 
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this time, blazed into the flames of war. As 
that kingdom is the higheft ground, moft 
mountainous, and, by nature, the ftrongeft in 
Germany, {fo its inhabitants had at all times 
been diftinguifhed by the loftinefs of their 
Spirit, and the vigour and fuccefs of their 
ftruggles for civil liberty and religious tole- 
ration. It is bounded on the eaft by Mora- 
via and Silefia, the countries of the ancient 
Quadi and Marcomanni; on the weft by Ba- 
varia, part of the ancient Noricum; on the 
fouth by ancient Pannonia, now Hungary, 
with other provinces of Auftria; and on the 
north by Saxony. It is almoft furrounded by 
the mountains of the famous Hyrcanian forelft, 
whofe fides broken into many floping ridges, 
interfect this lofty and fpacious amphitheatre, 
and form a landfcape, bold, various, and of 
great beauty. This country is remarkably fer- 
tile, and before the fpirit of the inhabitants 
was broken, and their induftry checked by 
defpotic government, fo populous, that it was 
computed to have contained above three millis 
ons of fouls, 


Tue Bohemians of thofe times are repre+ 
fented by cotemporary hiftorians, as a people 
of a ruddy complexion, and of enormous fta- 
ture and force of body ; and in their difpofi- 
tions jatrepid, fierce, proud, quick in refent- 
« s is ing 
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ing injuries, of an haughty mien, lovers of a 
rude magnificence and pomp, and addicted to 
revels and intemperance. The native language 
of Bohemia is the Sclavonic, which alfo ap- 
pears to have been the mother tongue of the 
‘Tartars and their offspring the Turks; and of 
all the nations inhabiting thofe regions which 
extend from the northern parts of Ruffia to 
Turkey in Europe*. The metropolis is 
Prague, a city of large extent, ftretching along 
the banks, and on either fide cf the river 
Mulda, adoined with many fumptuous edifi- 
ces, and particularly two ftrong caftles, one of 
which was the refidence of the ancient Bohe- 
mian kings. The rich provinces of Silefia, 
Moravia, and Lufatia, were dependent on Bo- 
hemia, and formed a great addition to its 
power and importance in the fcale of nations, 


Tue authority of the church of Rome was 
never fo great and univerfal, as wholly to banith 
from the Chriftian world a fpirit of enquiry 
and a love of knowledge. During the thickeft 
darknefs of the middle ages, a {tar appeared 
here and there in the firmament, which re- 
fieted the light of ancient times, and formed 
a prefage, chat although the fun of fcience 
was fet, it would rsturn to enlighten bewil- 


* Ruflia, Poland with Lithunia, Hungary, Tranfylva . 
nia, Sclavonia, Croatia, Iftria, Wallachia, &c. &c. 
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Boox dered nations, So early as the eighth century, 
—— Claud, bifhop of Turin, fowed the feeds of 
1618 reformation in the vallies of Piedmont, whence 
they were gradually tranfplanted into other 
countries, In the thirteenth century, the Wal- 

denfes, or Vallenfes, or Albigenfes, for by 

thefe and other names the difciples of Claud 

were diftinguifhed, had fpread fo far, and be- 

come fo numerous, that the pope thought it 
neceffary to exert his utmoft efforts to fupprefs 

them. For this purpofe, the firft crufade was 
proclaimed of Chriftians againft Chriftians, 

and the office of inquifitor was eftablifhed. 

Such a war as had been waged with the infi- 

dels, was now carried on againft thefe unfor- 

tunate hicretics. In France alone, if we credit 

the authority of Mede*, ten hundred thou- 

fand perifhed by the fword. According to an 

author lefs liable to the fufpicion of aggravat- 

ing the horrors of the inquifition, the Val- 

denfes in that kingdom were either cut off by 

fire or {word, or difperfed into remote re~- 

gions, or driven to the faftnefles of neigh. 
bouring woods and mountains. Some fought 

an afylum in the Alps adjoining to Provence, 

part withdrew into Calabria, part obtained re- 

fuge in Britain, and others turning to the Eaft, 

took up their abode among the Bohemians, 


+ Vide Medein Apocalypfin, p. 503. 
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and in Livonia and Poland *. In Germany ® a x 
they grew and multiplied fo faft, that in the — 
beginning of the fourteenth century, it is com- 
puted there were eighty thoufand of them in 
Bohemia, Auftria, and the neighbouring pro- 
vinces. And fo greatly had their number 
increafed in the fpace of the next hundred 
years, that they vowed and maintained their 
religious tenets, in fpite of the tyranny of the 
pope, fupported by the pewer of the emperor. 
In 1410, Robert I. the count palatine, being 
emperor of Germany, and Winceflaus, who 
had been depofed from that dignity, on ac- 
count of his egregious mifconduct, king of 
Bohemia ¢, the doctrines of the Albigenfes 


* Thuani prefatio ad Henricum IV, p. >. 

+ Winceflaus was continually immerged in debauchery, 
and in his fits of intoxication, frequenily exerciticd the 
mot enormous cruelties on people of all ranks. From a 
ftrange mixture of cruelty, whim, and indecency, he con- 
tra¢ted an indmacy with the public cxccutioner, whom 
he honoured with the appellation of * gofip.” His cook 
having offended him, he gave orders that he fhould be 
roafted alive. On account of thefe ir:egularitics, and his 
felling the rights of the empire, both in haly and Ger- 
many, he was depofed by the unanimous veice of the elecs 
tors from the imperial throne. Winceilaus was fo litle 
mortified at the news of his depofition, that he faid with 
the moft perfect acquiefcence, “ We arc overjoyed to be 
delivered from the burthen of the empire.” Ele fenta 
meflage tothe imperial cities, reque fing them to fend him, 
as the laft token of their loyalty, fome butts of their bett 
wine. He afterwards fi.ut hindfelf up in the cafile of 
Vifigrade in Prague, abi: donin” himfelf to the pratifica- 
tion of his appetites. Such a charatter was not likely to 
jaternecdle in religious difpites, 

were 
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and irreproachable lives of John Huls and Je- 
rome of Prague. Thefe reformers were con- 
demned to the flames by the council of Con- 
ftance, and fuffered with the ufual fortitude 
of martyrs. A civil war was kindled from 
their afhes. The Bohemians revolted againft 
the emperor Sigifinond, who, with many ref- 
pectable qualities, was a zealous bigot to the 
catholic religion, and under the conduét of 
Zifca, defended their opinions not only with 
arguments but arms. The emperor was de- 
feated in feveral battles by this bold leader, 
who gave law to the kingdom of Bohemia till 
his death, which happened in 1424. He pave 
orders that a drum fhould be made of his fkin, 
and what is equally extraordinary, his orders 
were faithfully carried into execution. Zifca’s 
fkin, after undergoing the neceffary prepara- 
tions, was formed into a drum, which was 
long the fymbol of victory. Procopius, a 
Catholic prieft, converted by the writings of 
one of the difciples of John Hufs, revived the 
fpirits of the Bohemian brethren, many of 
whom, after the death of Zifca, had retreated 
to caves and mountains. This champion, who 
uniting the military with the facerdotal cha- 
ratter, fupported the caufe of his party with 
great courage and bravery, fell in a battle 
with the catholics. Yet, fo terrible had the 

name 
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name of the Huffites become to Sigifmond, so o® 
that he allowed them the cup in the facrament ues 
of the eucharift (the deprivation of which had sid 
been the main fource of their complaints), to- 

gether with a general amnefty, and a confir- 

mation of their privileges. But verbal and 

even written promifes are eafily retracted, 

where there exifts not any power of enforcing 

their accomplifhment: and a right avails no- 

thing without a remedy. The difperfed bre- 

thren ceafed to be formidable.  Sigifmond 
renewed his tyranny. Wis immediate fuccef- 

fors on the imperial throne were, like him, 

zealous catholics. And the reformed in Ger- 

many were languifhing under the preflure of 

an arbitary government, when Martin Luther 

raifed up nations to their aid, revived their 
drooping {pirits, increafed their numbers, and 

exalted their power, 


Hap the whole Chriftian world at the time, 
when Luther began to preach againft indul- 
gences, been devoted to the Romith faith, how- 
ever abfurd the doctrines of the clergy, and 
however profligate their lives, it is impoffible 
they he could have met with any confiderable 
fuccefs : fo great is the power of eflablithed 
authority, and univerfally received opinion ! 
But the never-ceafing contefts between the 
popes on the one part, and the emperor with 

other 
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nd 
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nifhed of themfelves the reverence for the 
papal jurifdiction; and alfo tended wholly to 
fubvert it, by roufing an enquiry into the 
grounds on which it was eftablifhed. This 
enquiry was facilitated by the revival of lite- 
rature, which, fatally to the reigning church, 
explored the foundations both of its powers and 
doctrines. ‘The difcoveries of grave theolo- 
gians and antiquarians were followed by the 
ridicule of wit and humour. And the learned 
and pious labours of Savenarulu, Berengarius, 
and Wickliff, were aided by the raillery of 
Dante, Petrarch, and Erafinus. In the begin- 
ning of the 16th century, the primitive doc- 
trines of Chriftianity had taken root in moft 
countrics in Europe. The materials for re- 
formation were collected, and the foundations 
laid deep, before Luther and Calvin raifed 
and completed the fuperftructure. . Tht minds 
of men being thus prepared, the dottrines of 
thefe reformers fpread far and near. In Bohe- 
mia, with its dependent provinces, where fini- 
lar tenets had been already adopted, and where 
ideas of oppofition to the emperor, and con- 
tradiStion to the pope, were fo familiar and 
common, their progrefs was unufually rapid. 
And the number of Huffites and Evangelifts, 
(appellations which cotemporary writers feem 
w confider as fynonymous) foan equalled that 


of 
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of the catholics, and was daily increafing. 300K 
f : v1 
From their numbers they derived power, and 
from power a fpirit of perfecution, In Prague 
they committed many outrages on the pro- 
perty and perfons of the clergy. The arch- 
bifhop was driven from the city. And it was 
evident from the whole tenour of their con- 
duct, that they aimed at nothing lefs than 
the whole power of government, both civil 


1643. 


and ecclefiattic. Their encroachments received 
a check from the firft Ferdinand, who, unit- 
ing vigour of conduct with lenity and miode- 
ration, aderted the rights of the cfablithed 
church, at the fime time that he ufed not any 
other means for reclaiming the proteftants 
than the influence of authority, aad the power 
of perfuafion, le entreatcd them to fubmit 
to the decifions of the Chriftian fathers now 
affembled in council at Trent. And on ghe 
other hand, that the authority of the fathers 
inight have greater weight, he took the liberty 
of exhorting that venerable order to take meu- 
fures for reforming the lives of the clergy, 
Ile re-eftavlifhed in Prague, the exile metro- 
politan, with other catholic priefls, and fent 
to their aid a {trong reinforcement of Jefuirs, 
The labours of thefe preachers, foftered and 
encouraged by the countenance of the emperoy, 
fuftained a while the dechning interefts of the 
Romihh faith. The memory of Maximilian 

and 
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een Ferdinand on the imperial throne, is ftigma- 
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tized by catholic writers with a coldnefs and 
indifference in matters of religion, which was 
extremely favourable to the growth of herefy. 
This charge, as far as it concerns Rhodol- 
phus, appears not to have been wholly ground- 
Jefs, For while the proteftant party on the 
one hand required an extenfion of their privi- 
leges, and the catholic on the other, begged 
that the heretics might be laid under clofer 
reftrictions, the emperor declined at firft to 
gratify the defire of either. But a fortunate 
conjeCture gave weight to the applications of 
the proteftants, and crowned them with firc- 
cefs. Matthias, who had already ufurped the 
government of Moravia, Auftria, and Hun- 
gary, afpired now to the crown of Bohemia ; 
afd in order to pay his court to the protef- 
tants, profeffed the principles of toleration, 
and affeéted a zealous concern for all their 
rights and privileges. By thefe arts he effec- 
tually attached to his interefts the leaders of 
that party, fo formidable for its numbers, 
boldnefs, and difpofition to action. His indul- 
gence to the reformed religion covered the 
violence of his ufurpations with a {pecious 
veil: and his proteftant partizans were not 
afhamed to fupport his unjuft  pretenfions. 
Emboldened by the favour of Matthias and 

the 
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the juttice of their caufe, they took up arms, 300% 
and in that hoftile attitude prefented anew 
their petition to the emperor, for a confirma- 
tion of fundry privileges. Rhodolphus had 
hitherto exercifed over Bohemia the power of 
a fovereign; and though he had neither incli- 
nation nor ability to prolong that power by 
force of arms, he was not fo wholly indiffer- 
ent to the attractions of a crown, as to refign 
it, if it could be retained by a few conceffions 
refpecting modes and doétrines of religion. 
The proteftants accordingly obtained a royal 
edict, authorizing a free exercife of their re- 
ligion in Bohemia and the adjacent provinces ; 
a confiftory or council for ecclefiaftic affairs, 
with other inftitutions relating both to the 
government and defence of the churches of 
the reformation; and alfo to the eflablifhment 
of fchools, colleges, and places of worfhip. 
It is reafonable to fuppofe, that the utmott 
extent of this laft conceffion was a permiffion 
to the proteftants to build churches on their 
own lands. But they, interpreting it in the 
moft comprehenfive fenfe, began to build reli- 
gious edifices even on the eftatcs of the eccle- 
fiaftics: a freedom which appeared to the 
whole catholic party an exccflive outrage. 
Complaints of thefe encroachments having 
been carried to Matthias, who by this time 
had fucceeded to his brother Rhodolphus, 

both 
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letter of royal authority was inftantly iffued, 
prohibiting the erection of all proteftant fa- 
bricks on lands belonging to the church. In 
confequence of this proclamation, one or two 
meceting-houfes were demolifhed. And the 
proteftants were thrown into the utmoft fer- 
ment, their refentment againft the emperor 
being exafperated by the recollection of thofe 
deceitful promifes with which he had beguiled 
them when a candidate for the kingdom. 


Te Bohemian proteftants, by means of their 
Dercnvers, whofe bufinefs it was to watch 
over the interefts of the church, to fpread an 
alarm in time of danger, and to concert mea- 
fures for common defence *, were enabled to 
combine in any effort that might be deemed 
neceffary for the prefervation of the true reli- 
gion. TJenry, count Thorn, perceiving the 
force of this great machine, and alfo how 
eafy it would be, in the prefent juncture, to 
fet it in movement, conceived the bold defign 
of turning it againit the houfe of Auftria. 
This noblernan was indeed of an enterprizing 
and turbulent difpofition; but in the part he 
acted on this occafion, he was actuated not 


* The Deren bers appear to have been the principal 
men of their communion, either in their feveral congre- 
gations, or in the different diftricts of the country. 


fo 
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fo much by any inquietude of temper, as by 8 q M x 
the paffions of refentment, fear, and religious —— 
zeal. Deprived of his patcrnal inheritance sd 
by the tyranny of the arch-duke of Gratz, on 
account of his ftedfaft adherence to the doc- 
trines of the Reformation, and driven from his 
native country, he found refuge among the 
proteftants of Bohemia. His zeal and his 
fufferings in the caufe of the proteftant faith 
gained him the favour and confidence of this 
people, and the fuperiority of his genius their 
efteem. At the time when Matthias deemed 
it good policy to court the proteftants, he 
affected a defire to eftablith the fortune of the 
count; and accordingly, when he fiezed the 
crown of Bohemia, he invefted him with the 
command of Carleftein, a fortrefs in which 
were depofited the regalia, of the kingdom. 
But when the power of Matthias was firmly 
eftablifhed by the death of Rhodolphus, he 
threw off the mafk of good-will towards the 
proteftants, and openly patronized the faith 
in which he had been educated, and which 
was moft favourable to regal power, The 
independent principles of count Thorn the 
emperor regarded with jealoufy and diftrut; 
for having determined to reprefs the preten- 
fions of the heretics, he forelaw a conjunc- 
ture in which it would be dangerous to entruft 
places of ftrength in any other hands than 
Vor. II. .e) thofe 
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thofe of catholics. That nobleman was there. 


~——— fore deprived of the government of Carleftein, 
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which was beftowed on count Martinitz, a de- 
voted inftrument of both ecclefiaftic and regal 
authority. The fucceffion of Ferdinand to 
Matthias afforded not to the exiled count any 
hope of preferment from royal favour: on 
the contrary, the bigotry of that fevere prince 
threatened him with ftill farther oppreffion. 
In thefe circumftances he faw no refource but 
in civil commotion and revolution. Thefe 
were juftified to the count by the enthufiafm 
of religion, and the fame paffion, as had been 
already obferved, confpired with others in 
roufing him to attempt them*. He flew to 
different quarters of the kingdom, and, haften- 
ing from place to place, laboured, both in pub- 
lic affemblies and private focieties, to roufe 
a fenfe of danger, and a fpirit of freedom. 
The boldnefs of his genius, and the fervour 
of his zeal, infpired alike boldnefs and fer- 
vour in all with whom he converfed. The 
‘flame {pread from breaft to breaft, formed a 
concert of wills, and united all ranks of men 


* The principal authorities for this account of the origin 
of the troubles of Bohemia are thefe, Annales de L’Em- 
pire, tom. ii, Heifs, Hift. de ? Empire. Batt. Nan. Hift. 
lib. iv. ann. 1618, & paflim, Gongalez de Cefp. lib. 
prim. cap. v. et paffim. Veritable Recit de ce qui s’eft 
paflea Praguc le 21 May 1618, Everhardi Waflemburgii 
Embricenfis de Bello inter Imperatores Ferdinandos et 
eorum Holtes, &c. Wilfon’s Hiftory of King James. 
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in a refolution to defend their religious rights goox 
with their lives and fortunes. And at his 
inftigation, the defenders, or chiefs of the +18 
proteftants, called a general affembly of the 

ftates of the kingdom, for the exprefs pur- 

pofe of concerting meafures for the redrefs of 
grievances. 


Tue emperor, confidering this {pirit of affo- 
ciation as the forerunner of rebellion, iffued 
a proclamation, debarring all affemblies of the 
ftates, until he himfelf fhould come among 
them in perfon, or fhould give farther orders 
to his minifters. Notwithflanding this prohi- 
bition, the Defenders, with numbers of other 
powerful barons, accompanied with armed 
fervants and retainers, and a multitude of the 
inhabitants of Prague, convened at that city 
on the 2oth day of May, and having heard 
a fermon, and joined together in prayer, mu- 
tually pledged themfelves to defend their reli- 
gion and their churches, not only in Prague, 
but in every part of Bohemia. It was alfo 
refulved to publifh to all the world an account 
of their prefent conduét and future views. 
A manifefto was drawn up for this purpofe. ypc 
The exordium contained the ftrongeft expref- of the Bo- 
fions of loyalty to the emperor, as a king of 
Bohemia. The general eftates lamented the 
dangers which obliged them to take meafures 
that appeared to fuperfede an authority they 
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BOOK  wifhed to preferve inviolate. Their only de- 
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fign was to fruftrate the pernicious projects of 
certain feditious and turbulent fpirits, who 
had {worn the ruin of their liberties, and of 
the fundamental laws of the kingdom; who 
had fo far abufed the confidence of the empe- 
ror and of Ferdinand, as to perfuade thefe 
princes to march again{t Bohemian fubjects at 
the head of hoftile armies; in order to feize 
Prague; to kill or imprifon the greater num- 
ber of the nobles, and deputies of ftates; to 
raze their churches; and to abolifh the free 
exercife of their religion*. This manifefto 
being read aloud, was approved by the ftates, 
and a general murmur of applaufe was heard! 
amongit the people. 


In the midft of thefe tranfactions, an order 
atrives from the imperial miniftry, command- 
ing the proteftant leaders to difperfe, and to 
retire to their refpective habitations, Upon 
this, count Thorn, attended by a number of 
other barons on horfeback and in armour, 
rides up to the caftle, and having fecured its 
gates, procceded immediately to the hall, ‘in 
which the miniiters of Matthias were affem- 
bled in council on the prefent important emer- 


* Everhardi Waffemburgii Embricenfis Commentarium 


de Bellointer Imperatores Ferdinandos IL. & LL. & eorum 
iloftes. 
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gence. Invettive and altercation were foonfol- 8 90 K 
lowed by blows: and the counts Martinitz, ; 
Slavata, and Fabritius, who held the princi- 
pal,offices of government, were thrown head- 
long out at the windows. Though they fell 
from an height of fixty-feet, and that feveral 
fhots of mufquetry were fired at them as they 
fell, they efcaped, not only with their lives, 
but free from any material harm. The ca- 
tholics confidered this remarkable prefervation 
of thefe three men as a miracle wrought by 
heaven in fupport of the Romith faith, Mi- 
nute deferiptions are accordingly given, in 
the writings of thofe times, of the wall of 
the caltic of Vifizrade, and of the tremendous 
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precipice whicn intervenes between the bot- 
tom of the wall and the ditch. But proteftane 
writers difapprove the alledged miracle, by 
oblerving, that the {pot on which the catholics 
fell, was covered deep with dung, and mud, 
and leaves of trees. 


‘Tt Bohemians, now involved in the guilt Revolt of 
of rebellion, determined to perfevere, and to """* 
feck from their own valour and good fortune 
for that indemnity which they had but little 
reafon to look for at the hands of Matthias, 
and ftill lefs from thofe of his fucceffor. ‘heir 
minds opened to greater views than thofe they 
had entertained on the firftalarm of danger; and 

03 they 


198 


HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 


pooOK_ theynow refolved to vindicate by the fword, not 
Bote only their religious, but their civil privileges. 
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In this refolution they were encouraged, whe- 
ther they furveyed the internal fituatiog of 
their own kingdom, or caft their eyes abroad 
upon foreign ftates. There was nothing in 
Bohemia to refift their united force. Matthias 
declining in health as in years, was not able, 
and perhaps would not be very willing to 
maintain, in oppofition to the juft pretenfions 
of a generous people, an arbitrary jurifdiction 
that muft foon devolve to an ambitious rival 
and hated fucceffor. The country was natu- 
rally ftrong and fertile, the people high {pi- 
rited and warlike, and ready to encounter dan- 
ger and death in defence of their religion. If 
paffing from thcir own, they contemplated the 
ftate of other kingdoms, circumftances not 
lefs animating prefented themfelves to their 
view, and fanned that generous fire which 
glowed in their breafts. The contagion of 
example, which, more than reafon governs the 
world, difplayed its full force on this impor- 
tant occafion, The Venetian republic, and the 
duke of Savoy, had of late maintained their 
independence, in oppofition to the pretenfions 
and power of that civil and religious tyranny 
with which the Bohemians were now called to 
ftruggle. The proteftants of France formed 
of themfelves, as it were, a feparate ftate in 

the 


